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0U WOULD have had to do'a fittle hunt-

Do ing to find much recognition In the
' Farmington area of Marlin Luther King
' Jr. or his princlples on his holiday. -

i But just one day later there was plenty of pra-
\ising the Lord and Jesus Christ at the Farming-
‘ton Jaycees Communitly Leadership (Christian)
! Prayer Breakfast at Glen Oaks Golf Club,

+ " The two events — MLK Jr. Day and the Pray-
-er Breakfast — are connected In our community,
:sortof. . co
""" About the King holiday: It goes over big In De-

* troit and Southfield and other places with sizable
: black populations. But the special day for King

seems (o be pretty much Ignored In some of the
‘|, mostly white suburbs of Oakland County.

This apathy persists desplte the fact. that
King's ldeas on cqualily — and the way to
achieve it —-apply o all people, not just blacks.

" Repeat: Not just blacks. . L

IN FARMINGTON, there scemed to be very
little going on in the public schools and even less

leader who was slain in 1968.

© fThose suburban. taxpayer-supporied opera-

. tions were open for business, of course, except
* for Farmington's 47th District Court, which was
* closed. : ’

It any sort of celcbration was happening (n the
* schools or at the city halls or the churches, they
" managed Lo keep it pretty quiet . . . hiding their
" lights under a bushel, no doubt. .
While Farmington may have been quiet, things
- certainly werce popplng at a high school in anoth-
- er suburb to the northwest.-About 100 Waterford
- Mott students boycatted classes to protest what
" they saw as a lack of recognition for the King
" holiday. It made quite a splash In the local riews-

| paper up there, .
Something like that shouldn't have to happen
In Farmii before our ed and leaders

- realize that MLK Day isn't going to go away and
that something shoutd be planned and promoted.

UR ROADS, bridges and sewers must
functlon or we all suffer in many ways.
And in Michigan, we've come (o a point
. where we have to lake care of our phys-
ical plant now, or risk the loss of tourism; busi-
ness and the public’s health and safety for years
to come. ‘ .
Falling roads and sewers also will fuel contin-
ued urban sprawl. . .
- The fuel tax is a fair tax because it:Is"a user™
fee and must be increased. Those motarists who
don‘t drive much, won't buy as much gas or pay
as much tax. The state also needs a similar user
fee mechantsm or a bond Issue earmarked for
sewers and water system improvements,
Michigan has a lower gas tax than all but one
Midwestern state (Indiana) at 15 cents and ranks
43rd In per capita spending on roads. The fuel tax
was last raised eight years ago. And because we
are driving more fuel efficlent cars, we end-up
paying less gas-tax each year, That has brought

build and maintain roads and bridges then we did
when construction costs were lower, Countles are
also hampered by smaller budgets for road re-
pairs. : -

ODAY IT couldnt be donc. Southeast
Michigan couldn't launch a series of 13
metroparks coverlng 23,000 acres.

Tax fighlers would battle the quar-
ter-mill of property tax the metroparks cost.
Politiclans would be unable to ‘cooperate on a
multi-county basis.

- Indeed, the state Is.shutting .down camp-
grounds and spinning off parks rather than pre-
serving scarce open space. .

IN 1942 it was different — better. .

Dr. Henry S. Curtis, onc-time playgrounds di-
rector from New Yark City, and Professor Har-
Jow Q. Whittemore, landscape destgner from the
University of Michigan; bad a'vision: a series of
parks atong the Hiron and Clinton rivers, epclr-

cling the urbanarea. “~

Two events =
| Breakfast, King Day linked

“than to enjoy a day-free from (he cares of the

. eggs were firm, the bacon crisp and companion-
s 1 H 4

-in the city offices to honor the black clvil rights -

Physical plant

Health, safety depend on tax

" bined sewer overflows. The antiquated sewers

us Lo the point where we have less tax money to, -

- Waiting for the recession to end before tackling

Metroparks
Dream preserves outdoors

. and winning 2-1 approval of voters In five coun-

* ton Metropark, 4,300 acres, opened In'1948; Stony

Anyway, here’s the thing about Martin Luther
King Day: If everyone is expected to take it serl-
ously, then' it should be a true holiday. That’
means a day off for most Americans, . , another
Fourth of July, Memorial Day and Labor Day.

What better way to honor a man of princlple

workaday world.

ABOUT THAT Jaycee Prayer Breakfast: The
ship g , the Is on the
Christian religion and on Christian themes was a
bit overwhelml fally for a [
which is_supposed to be so diverse with many

ligions and cultures rep d .

Eycbrows were raised durlng and comments
made ‘alter the breakfast about the constant
Christian theme. of the program. The speaker,
‘Tiger pitcher Frank Tanana, is a born-again be-
liever in Jesus Christ and Isn't afraid -to talk
about it. Even the two songs sung were Christian
hymns. :

Now, we're not saying that Tanana should not
speak (his talk was very interesting and worth
hearing} or that the hymns should not be sung
(they were delightfully periormed by Jenny Rob-
erts of Harrison High) at this event.

But, 1f It's going to be'a religious program,
they could have managed to Include representa-
tives from one-of the other faiths of the area.
Maybe for just one little prayer.

Perhaps the Jaycees should label the affair the,
Community Leadcrshlp. Christian. Prayer
Break{ast, as we did In the second paragraph of
his migsive. People at least would know. what
{hey were getting in to, . .

We sald the two events were connccted. They
are. People like to.talk a lot about civil rights
and equality and this fine multicultural commu-
nity we have here. . - .
. But, toa often, it's-just so much llp service.
‘Two events this week showed us that's so. .

WUILE CUTTING back on “big goverament™
sounds nice, especlally when It means lowering
taxes, there are some legitimate functions of”
state government that are necessitles; put them .
off now and laxpayers will have to pay more lat.
er. . - oo

Wayne County is on the state’s short lst of
“distressed communities” suffering from com- |

can't -handle~the  Increased - storm —and-waste ~
streams-that overflow in the lakes dnd streams .
endangering public health and lowering property,
values. Lo CT . g

Add to that the list of roads and bridges that
the state has on its “critical list” and the prob-
lem Is plain as-a pothole at rush hour on Eight
Mile Road. - ; .

A state study completed in Aprll 1985 made
speeific recommendations concerning sewer and
olher infrastruclure improvements and ways lo
pay for them.

Gov. Engler needs to move on'this now be- -
causc a poor state infrasirueture can only hurt
the state’s business cllmate and tourtst industry.

this issue would be penny. wise and pound foolish.

ties for a property tax.

This year it celebrates ils 50th annlversary.
We toast HCMA not just for running good parks
but-for keeping alive that slupendous dream in .
the face. of political pressure, backlashes and
power grabs.

0 MOST fotks, the HCMA name doesn't ring
a bell, but we all know fts good works: Kensing-

Creek Metropark, 4,500 acres, 1964; Metropoli-
tan Beach, 770 acres on Lake St, Clatr, 1950; the
western Wayne four — Lower Huron, Wilow,
Oakwoods ' and Lake Erle metroparki Indian
Springs, near Clarkston, and others.

. Where cities and townships are fighting to pre-

Politics paralyzes any
action on deficit growth

HERE ARE. some simple facts
. that underline how badly governed
weare:
° @ The annual natlonal budget def-
icit is nearly $400 billlon, -
- @ ‘Our total natlonal debt is more

than $3 trilllon, the majority run up’

over the Jast 20 years, That’s more
-"than $10,000 for every man, woman
and chlld In this country.

@ ‘Amerlca has gone in the past 10

years from the world's largest credl-
tor nation to the largest borrower.

@ Despite window dressings llke
“natlona} * deflcit - summits”

duction bllls, absolutely no progress
has been made on - cutting our na.
tion's deficit. In fact, the deficit has
_doubled since 1985, when Gramm-
Rudman was flrst talked about. ..

' @.In an election year when the
economy I8 terrible and the middle
class howling, both Republicans and
Democrats can confldently be' cx-
pected to pander for popularity by
cutting taxes . ..: and drlving the
deflclt still higher, B

FOR YEARS, I have been asking
b of our

and’

Gramm-Rudman-Hollings deficit re- ; budgets, their own statement of their.

Pursel}, a’ GOP g from
Plymouth, over the holldays. Ile had
some very interesting and — for
dy who works in
— very unusual things {o say. .
The deflcit will make tomorrow’s
generatlon pay for the excesses of

today’s spending. “How can we look -

our children and grandchildren in
the eye knawing full well what is
happenltg on our watch?" .
Amazing! Somebody actually pre-
pared to accept responsibllity!
.. What would he do about it? Sim-
ple. First, get both polltleal parlies
to prepare thetr own unified nationa}

political priorities. With a sliting Re-

publican president, get the adminls- .

.tration to buy Iato the GOP budget.

"Have.the presldent say to Congress,

in effect,.“Any spending bill above
the “levels in°this budget wlll bo

vetoed.” . - . B
* .Then, when. Democrats, who con-

trol Congress offer their budgets and -
pass appropriations above this limit,-

have.the president simply veto them.

“Foree a crlsls In continuatlon of gov-:

ermment spending in order to rein
in apending.
lshing! actually

- slonal delegatlon {now. among the
most powerful ln the country) what

exacily they proposed to do about -

this. And for years I have beén get-
Ang the polite runaround. . "

. 1 had a chance to tatk with Casl-

congres- -
willlng to force partisan clacity and .
cause some conflict to get xomething

done! . " B

"I DON'T know whethér Carl Pur-

s¢l)'s dea ia good or bad, reallstic or

Philip
Power

not. But | do know that he, at least, is
prepared lo suggest something. .
- Not only that, but last year Pursell:
proposed in 1990 a total freeze — .

with no Inflation adJustment — for .-/

all federal discretlonary. spending.
Nat surprislngly, that lost.

1le"also shocked colleagues on the .
House Appropriations - Committee
that year by requesting ‘delction
from the spending bill of a $3 miltion
cleanup project for the Rouge River, .

. much of which is In his district, That

lost, too. .
Some people ln Washington think
Pursell is nalve or a grandstander or
both. [can'tagree. - .. )
. He is deeply concerned ‘about the ~
delicit and alarmed at the political
paralysis In our governmeni. And
he's not afrald to try (o do something
about Iv. X ce
Keepitup, Carl.

- phil Power'is chairman of the
this newspa-
ning column
wiil appear periodically. .

_from our readers

—Wé’ rfn:jstt:be. e
sensitive
to others

Tothe editar; .
John Telford's atilcle on Channel
2 and *The Llttle Drummer Boy™
was right on the mark. .
'We do heed to help helghten sensl-
Uvity and awarcness of cach other's
feellngs as we become a more and
more diversified soclety.
Farmington Hills Is fast becomlng
such a soclety. Our multl-lingual
schoot programs are- dolng an out-
standing job of welcomling families
of diverse backgrounds: — we nced
to understand themn.
Arnold Michiln,
.. Farmlzgton Hllls

'Reader is
~angered by
Nugent story.

‘To the edltor: .
1f the Observer & Eccentric wants
1o glorily a pérson lke Ted Nugent,
you're not going Lo do It with my sub-
scription money.
lere's a ‘medlocre gultar player
* who hunts over 150 days a year, who
last ycar alone killed 18 deer. Your

writer Bi} Parker In his article last

week makes It seem wonderful,
** You even sent a siaff photogra-

“pher out i the woods so we could all

admire tpls living Neandesthat with
his high-tech hunting equipment in
action. s )

This Isa't the kind of local news 1
buy the Observer & Eccentrle for.

Sa I. won't be subscriblog any-
maore, " .
: * Lawrence Doyle,
. Fnrmington Hills

‘Chevrolet is

- good choice :

To the editor:
1 had to respond to Judith Dencr
Berne's words In a recent column In

faver ol the Amerlcan car, In the

spring of 1991, 1 pald my. Jast $800
plus for repalr an my lo.year-old
-Volvo wagon (my third) and sold. it
two weeks later. . :
-, I purchased a 1984 Chevrolet wag-
on for the ridlculous price of $500
for the right réasons: time and mon-
oy, - . .
1) Insurance premlum is less.

2) Who would want 1o steal it?

3) What friends want to borrow it?

4) Driving anywhere in the US,
and Canada, there are parts for it
and the mechanlc can repair it.

5} It has the same eagine as a Ca-
dillac, .

6} Alter 17 Volvo years I Torgot
how- sturdy, comfertable and relax-

= Obseruer & Erceniric Newspapers ——-

Angitisto Ijrf\'l.; ihq Chevy. .
Television commerclals that show

‘so niany forcign. cars wheeling

through hills and dales and curves
sitnply do not exist In abundance In
our environs. co

‘The most-cxpenslve repair bill has
been far $228 simply because I had
the Goodycar repalrmen change
belts, a tire, check the Freon, ete.

1 am pleased with my choice and
therefore cannot agreo with .you
more. "

-Mark Davis,
" Blrmingham

AAUW hosts .
Broomfield :

. Tathe editor: -

In 2 Jan. 2 editortal, the Eccentric
tamented: “We wished for, and stil}

“ haven't scen, U.S.  Rep. William

Broom{leld: host any town meets
Ings.”

The Oakland Branch Amerlcan
Association -of Unlversity. Women
(AAUW} Is presenting Congressman
Droomficld at 12:30 p.m., Monday, *

" Jan. 22, wlth his wide-ranging toplc

to be “What's Going on'ln Congress.’
The public I8 invited to drop In for

hls free program at Royal Qak's

Salvation Army Church, 3015 N.
Main Street Just south.of 13 Mlle
Road. PMlease join us.
. - Lynerte Brown, .
Bloomfleld Township

serve open space.and wetlands, HCMA did the”
job by starting & hnll-ccnlury ago.

We canthank the vislonarles of the 1940s for
the unspolled outdoors we enfoy today.
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Leroy C. Smith of the Wayne Counly Road
Commission put the dream together politically,
winning legislative approval of a law to incorpo-
rate the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Autharity




