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points of view

Join in raiimg against system

ON THE SOUTIl sido nl Chleago
(n the year 1969, there was a radlo
station commentator on WVON who
always railed agalnst the system..
Sﬂmc called him an agitater.

* Also on ‘the south slde of Chlcago,

circa 1969, there was a young black «

man freshly graduated from the uni-

versity who thought he knew life’s

answers, always challenging the sta-
tus quo, Some said he had a chip on
his shoulder.

The young man listcncd 10 the ra-
die while the old man ralled; "Taxcs
too high: the war in Nam must stop;
busing Is the answer. Black Panthers
hounded by Hoﬂv chhard Nixzon’
can't be trusted.”

" This was lmunpcrscd with Marvin,
Gaye, the OJays, the Isley Brothers
and Maze. Sometimes, when - the
commentator spoke of. Martin Lu-

ther King, Lyndorn Johnson, Viet'

Nam., racism, poverty and the ghet-
16, the young man tuncd out figura-
tively and literally. Stopped listen.’

. ing. Closed off Pushed the hutton to -

WLS for Janis or Mick Jagger or
maybe. some . 'uly and “the Famn)
Stane. '

THE \\'IZENI'I() velcr-‘m. up ﬂle

“ hard way from an all-black, soulh-
ern blues station, now talking on an
all-black Chicago urban station with
white owners, took a helluva chance
back in 1969.°1f you wanted to keep
youe job, you didn't talk about the
system — you joined. Then i you
were lucky, you milked It, If you

Society

wanted longevity, you went along to
get alung.
The goung man, brazenly upstart,
dared to climb the corporate ladder,
.0r 50 'he thought. Traince posltlons
- led ta'account positions which led to
anagement positions. Those led to
the suburban dpwardly moblle Jife-
style, the wife, the kid, the traveling
Job, the high tiveigure income. The
young man on the fast track forgot
. he'd been when the old com-
mentator spoke,
1 was during the hendy anylhlng
goes 'B0s that this - brash, some

* thought arrogant, man began to be

humbled. The Reagan years; tax re-
ductions, junk bonds, leveraged buy
outs, greenmail, T. Boone Pickens
and H. Ross Perot. The '80s -~ those
Ro-go years v\hcn as Gheko- said
greed was p

' economics rolgncd and our future
wais sold to tomoreow. . -

This upstart, a black man, who
sought Lo defy the adds, proceeded,
mussing al)” the cues’ and cr.\shed
upon the glass celling. .~

THE CINCAGO mdm' Seer, a man

“tion,
.misperception were common occu-

named Roy Wood, retired to the
south after years of baitling the sys-
tem, He lost more batiles than he
won. The thing . is that he fought
them. Who will fight them now?
Many thought the cocky, now ag-
Ing man had not oply crashed but
burned against the glass celllng. Cor-
porate America wlth lts clubs and-
cliques and rules and pecking arder

-and palitics, was not compatitle
* with this rebel who had carly on

been influenced by the fire of Roy
Wood who always ended hls'contro-

versial commcnury with the vcrbal .

challenge:
“This 1s Just one black man t] opln-
lon? What's yours?’

The man, now’ pushing lhe four
decade mark, was through the years

:forged. Life had taught some of {he
. hard knocks, @ black man.In this

country will take. Affirmative’ ac:
diserlmination,” fear- and

rences which vitlmately brought him

- again to the poinl of (hn fiery come

menlaryof Roy W

The' point. The nnly way Lo fix the .
system 45 to challenge I. How? By '

providing balance,” pcrspccllvc and
prnvocauvc new idéas:

™ JEFFRE\’ MILLEll, that

-‘oAce. brash ‘man, 'a Detroit” arca
.transplant since the mld-"80s, who is
fed up 10 the eycbrows with the way -
- things .are.” Racial fear, production

cu(backs layoffs, zhe Vnw World Or-

der, AIDS, car Jacklngs, Detrolt
bashing, minority scapegoating and
1he litany goes on.

I'm tlred of dealing with the same
old mindset that has the President in
Japan, hat-in-hand, .whining for a
{alr U.S. trade deal. In tow, like pup-
ples on a leash, 20 of this country's
most powerful busingssmen’ expose
the plica for falrness as the sham It
is. Their monstrous salaries point up
the very management/worker prac-
tices that have cncmlmgcd the defi-
cit.

1 happen to think lhal we can fix
what ails us and so does the manag-
ing editor of thls paper, Steve Barna-

- by. who waiches 3 TV show - called
* ‘Transition that I produce. Since the

show talks to these fssues, Steve .

thought it would be a good [dea to
express some of those jdeas [n your
paper-

So here 1 am: not quite 5o young
anymore, stll) with a chlp on my ~

. shoulder, commlited to. shaklng
1hings up, Committed to change.

In'this column, every uther week .
* Pl be ralling against the system ltke -

Roy Wood, the old Chicago commecn-
tator. From him I'il take the words:

*This I just one hlnck man's opin-
o™ What's yours?

*1 hope you read this space und gnt‘
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HOW DID we. get this way? How
did Michigan and America gel to the
point where one person in ilve draws
some kind of welfare and one baby
in four-ls born to a single mother
who likely will join the wcllare
rolls? .

Agnes Mansour, once dlrector of
the state Department of Social Ser-
vices, had her answer:. "the media."
Stories on movie stars showed glrls
it was OK 1o have bables without a
husband

Corelta Scott King, widaw of the

No end in sight
to tax spending

Tim
Richard

3

& Mocré v. East Clcveland(wm
"invalidate(s) municipal zoning ordi-
nance based on the . traditlonal
family. . (T)hc court found this cf-
fort - by a. black community to

civll rights lendcr, in 2 1988 Oaktand
Ui y talk, had her

“conservatlve economists™ of the
*80s. She was blissfully ignorant that
"the irend started under John Kenne-.

Engler vetoed the program that pald
for Klng 'S mlslnlormmon )

A BETTER ansier to why wel-

a 1987 report by U.S. Senate Repub-
lcans, They blamed a series of US.
Supreme Court decislons, saying:

e Loving wv.
“strikes down law against interras
{ i) marrlage. . .This approich. .
Hmits the abllity of the state to regu-
late any aspect of marriage, refmar-
rlage alter divorce, cohabltation, or
legitimacy — central matiers -in
welfare dedbates over llm {following
two decades.” *

© King. v. Smith (I%M "strikes
down Mabamn law denying AFDC

Cable umI mlcd Cablc.

must nurture chlldren

| Scxunl oh has -led lo 250

QUF.leO\ Is sulelde
becomlag an -Inereaslag problem?
What are the mnst prnnlcnl face
tors?

QUbSTlON: A study I remember
from several years.agoe when 1
taught a.psychology class in college

. jolis” my ‘memory. “While sulclde
- represented the ninth leading cause
of death for persons of all ages, it
_represcnted the third leading cause
. of death for 1510 24 year olds. |

- Principals and counselors who

‘have been around a long:ime sy Vi

< olence, including self destruction. Is |
more than they could ever had imag- |

ined 20 years ago. -

Factors causing these young noes
to end It all suggest great fanuly di-
‘sorganization, poor family relation-

\!\Ip‘ wnulwnnl and hcnllh prub
lems, parent dl‘cnpllmry or hck of
disciplinary techniques.

Isee a generation of children fur-

tured on a bombardment of TV and -

mavie vlolence, starting at their ear-
st age with Saturday morntng car-
tonny having £obots
" the quick solulion to any prob

tem.
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percent divoree rate. resulting . in
.struggling,  sad, .single mothers
trying 1o work, raise a family.and

concurréntly malntala some menul !

slahlllt)

l see lhc dchnmnnlzlng of a

healthy. male and female ;cxuallly
. where one Is a totdl person o a phi-

losophy where genital séxuality for
; o work,. play some golf and go

. Immediate gratitication with no con-

. sequence: nor responsibilitics is the

-answer.

“c need children nnnnrcd inaso
clety where the family has a mother
.and father, ‘where rules-are falr,
clear: -and to be obeyed. Our children
are

many are on a sel{'dwructlve

whom we love and-who love us..} go

=homc How old fashioned, how. corny
corlsit? .

confused, . dissolutloned  and |

course, .- .

. But what do I know! Tve bccn.
marricd to the same woman for 32°
years; with four beautiful children

1ds which [o-
‘| clude subsmule {athers,” Le,, adult

blood or marriage. Declsion ‘makes
.| cohabitation more proﬂmblc than
marrlage in most siates.”” '

@ Weber v. Aetna Casu:lly and

.} Surety Co..(1972) says “workmen's

compensation- benefits cannot . be
Illmited to lcgitimate. children, sets

preference for legitimac

# New Jersey Welfare Rights Or-

ganizatlon v, Cahill {1973) “forbids

state preference for marriage over
in welfare p

dy in the '60s. (Happlly, Gov. John-

farc dependency is growing came in”

Virglnia  (3967) -

males unrelated to the mother by.

stage’ for barring any government '

tamily life and

.arbiteary.' ™ The court says govern-

ment can't “standardize” people by
“farcing all to llve in certaln nar-
rowly deflned famlly patterns.”

® Zablockl v. Redhall (1979}
strikes down Wisconsln Jaw that had
required people obtaining a mar-
rlage Mcense to show. that "remar-
riage would not prevent them from
conilnuing to support their chlldren.
Right to marry Is given precedence
ver respansibitity 1o spouse and
chi!drcn of former marriage.”

THE BOm'nf tine is lhn( the US.
Snprcme Court - prohiblied states
from showing prefetence to people
who marry over people who cohabit.

By 1983 the U.S. Commisslon on
Clvil Rights. was reporting that (ne
creases In marital disruption and il
legitimacy “are responsible for es-
sentially all of the prowth in pov-
erty since 1970. . .and that they

show no signs of abatlng as the un-|:
wed birth and divorce rates continue |

to climb rapidly.”

‘S0 ‘today we have 52 miliion peo- |
ple soaking up hundreds of billions of |
tax dollars In 59 major programs — |

with no end in sight.

OK; somie states overdid It by out: |

Jawing contraceptives and. Interra.
cial ‘marriage. But do the justices
make fiscal impact studies of what
their narrow legal decisions cost

® USDA v. Moreno (1973) “jnvali-
dates a provislon of the food stamp
program basing household eligibility
upon tics of blood, marrlage or adop-
tion -~ the \rndlltnnal dcllnilion of
lnmilv

and other so-
cial needs Hke education? We don't
know. Thc]usuccs meet ln secret.

'I‘un Richard reports revuiarly
on the local implications of state
and regional cvents,
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close 10 ligme, ‘mn want the.
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ANk your employer”
about M-CARE. Or call us
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M-CARE I3

accepicd al these
leading haspitals:

1, Annapohs Hespital .

2. Beaumont Hospital-
Royal Oak

3. ?oaumont Hospiial-

4. Beyer Memorial
Hospial

5. Botstord Hospital

6. Chictsen Community
Haspital N

7. Cntienton Hospital
B. Hertage Hospaal
9, McPherson Hospital

10, Mott Chuldron's
Hospdat

11. M1, Clemens
Genesal Hosptal ,

12, Oakwood Hospital

13, Noinh Oakland
Medical Centor

14. Pravidence Hospdal
15, Saline Community
spital

16. Sarataga Hospdal
17. Seaway Hospital

18. Unwversity of
Michigan Medical
Centet




