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Stage-struck
Youngster breaks into show biz.

By WIIIilm Coutant
*staff writar

"Marvin Brennan’ pmhnbly won't
. be watching TV tonight.

While same of his {ricnds play vi-
-deo games, - watch .their favorite
‘sitcoms or- play some one-on-onc
basketball, the 10-year-old will Jike-

1y be taking dance lessons or acting .

. lessons, or-he might even be in front
of a'TV camera. .

-Bramagn,a fourth grade student at
Guardian Ange) Schoo) in Birming-
ham, tried his hand ‘at herforming

two and a half ‘years ago and has -

been at it ever since.
"My slsters took a tap d-‘mclnu
class, and 1 went wlth them,” Brens
nan sald. “I-watched what they were
* dolng and pracllccd it myseld.”
‘That imltation’ of sisters Stacey,
, .16, and Brldgnue 14, brought cut the
young dancer’s’ Tove of performlog,
and got him started. lls mother Ka<
thy sald her son’s abilities and inter-
-'est soon took him be)end regular
dnncc Tessons, which lcd to: pri\‘d(c
"lessons,

Slncc lhcn. Marvin has appcarcd N

on stoge In musleals, “plays and
- operas, on TV spectals and commer-
clals, and In Industrial and commer-

clal films. His most recent Detrolt

arca appearance came ‘on “Never-'
Lose Hope,” a Christmas special th
féatured Plstons star Islah Thom:

And d::splu: -those’, acmmpllsh

mcnu Marvin ix JIke any other boy :
-+ who likes bascball and ylnyinz with

fricnds”

“T got-his (Thomas) nu(ugraph"
he satd. “He was nice.”

ALTIIOUGH HIS parts are some-
times small, Marvin hag excelled in
a varlety of media, from Glibert and
Sulllvan's . "The -Mlkado," " which
played at the Fisher Theatre in De-
cember, to a_princlpal part In the

. American Academy of Dance’s Sovi-
et Union Cuitural. Tour to commer:
eja) films and a part In a:Walt Dis-

ney. Movie, "Wlhl Hearts- Can't Be .

Broken."
‘Belng ruady for a-variely of roles
. requires hours of tralning in dancing,.
- actlag and volco (Marvin has 1wice
woi natlonal dance competitions).
And even then,. a director” might

want: some -one w\th “a different.
ook,

“They want {the per(ormcr) ln bc’
good .at- everything,” “said, Kathy
Brespan.  “You never know. ‘They

may want some slnglng oc dancing’.

In-a. role.: So you've got-to be pm
‘pared.”
- S far, Marvin has not been 00

disappclntcd with being passed up.

for parts, - He's certalnly had his
share of roles in his bricf career,
And iriends don't have a problem
with his celebrity status either.
" “They think it’s pretty neat,’ he
sald, “They dida't know 1 could o
-that work.*

-and professional

Sue Marlln. of the Talent Shop in
Blrmingham, sald with few compa-
nles that direct their message to au-
diences with children, such as those

. that_produce toy or baby products,

opportunitles for young aclors are
limited. Marvin's ‘good work ethic
attitude  have
helped him get parts.

"Marvin ‘is ‘a. very skilled young
man,” she said. “He has professional
experlence and he'wanls to do this.
They elther want to or lhv) don't. He
really does a good job." .

Already, In his bricf carcer, Mar.
vin has traveled to Poland, Hussia,
Denmark and Sweden, and has audi-
tioned far shows in New York, North

Franclsco.

That travel has a- price. Marvin
has (a make up school work, and If
he's'on the road, he has 1o work with

a tuwtor. After a recent.frip to San
.. Franclsco for an.audition, the young

Thesplan returncd only to have 1o
cram for seven exams. -

“It’s a lot of fun, but 2 lol nl .

work,” Kathy Brennan sai
him 'l you want to do this, you hn\c N

~to do your schoo) work." We don't
.‘mmt 10 push.”

-Marvin may be missing out on
some things, but he doesn't seem to

“mind. After all, he might just end up

on the other.slde af the TV screen hls

+ friends are v-n(chlng

" Carollna and, ‘most recontly. San R

Marvin Bron-
nan is at home
on stage. The
Birmingham
resident was in
costume ; for
the Detroit
production of.
“The Mlkado”
at the Fishor
Theatro in De-
cembor,

Amencan Artlsts Serles sheds Ilght on obscure works

The Amcrlcan Artlsts - Sérles, .
which has had a dedicated core of
fotlowers during- lts more 1han 20

with its unusual repertolre.” .

« Joann Freeman, pianist‘and must
cnl director of the series, scems to
- have on Inexbaustible ability to dig
through lbraries and archives and’
. tome up with new musical treasures ’

- that seldom. Il cver, “see the Kigm of

ay.

The lalcsl progrum of lhis ;erlcs
given Jan, 12, marked a certain de-
parture: from 'this approach. .While
‘some mop-standard materlal will

sul) be” presented on future  pro--

‘geams, 11 will. be Intermingled with

| established sclccunm from lhe stan-
"dard repertoire.
Startlng with lhe recent progm .
“the sclecilons on all cyents’ ha

* been chnngcd to rdILCI th‘ oW

Tllh LATE&T progeam opened -

with Mozart's Quartet in ¥ major for
Oboe and Strings. It concluded with
the Planc Teio tn C major by
* ‘Brahms. [n between .were two tess:
famlliar works that were in-the orig-
inal schedule — a L'lrghuuu and Hue!

9

moreske by - John Kno\\lci Paine
{1839-1906) and a quartet for Oboc

. and Strings by Malcolm. Arnold (b. -
years of existence, 1s dlstlngnlshod 192

1).

-, The "regular . camlngcnl of DSO'
musicians consisted of viclinists Lin-
a Snedden-Smith and Renald Fisch-
“er, vlolist Hart Holtman, celllst John
. Thurman and oboist Donald Baker.

Such change in format is, in my
oplnion, a step in the right direction.

In his-introductoty notes to the Mo- .

- zart Oboe. quartet, Baker -eliclted
"chuckles from the audience when he
remarked that theé Mozart master-
plece was of a much higher quatity

than 'the. obscure work by Crnscll

originally schcdulcd

TIII% IN itself, may nulbc:lgn:n .
revelation ‘to most of us .~ few"

- would seriously dispute.the siperior-
lty of the established masters. This,
Tioesnt-make the fess es-
(nblishcd works obsolete. -
Unknown works with'
qualifications may be analogous,: if
nat outright equivalent, to a voyage
into foreign lands. Such a voyage can
be enjoyable provided onedoesn’t
remain stranded, The , established

repertolre serves as a secure home
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combinations.
If you have

catcgories, call Walk Disn
Monday Wrough Priday, 10am4pm E

“ tablished masterplecés iends 1o put

DANCERS, SINGERS .
* WHO DANCE, SINGERS

WALT DISNEY WORLD®. Resort, ncas Orlando, Flosida, will audition

ftise in the above talent categories for annval con.

tracts beginning between May and August 1992, Candidates fot the sum-
mer Disney Work Experience Program will also be scen.

To qualify, znu must be at leass age 18 by May 1, 1992. Bring current,

lc resume and photo. Singers and musical theave pesform-

T e plc{um two voca! selections (one ballad, one uptempo) and bring

heet musie in your key; accompanist 'ucvlded no tapes.’ Singen

must have movement ability and may be asked to leamn at least one

movement cnmhm:uon Bring dance dttire, Dancers are hnxhl dance

uestions ar need n[ormzlu:n on auditions for bther alent
Warld Audluoﬂ Information a1 407/345-5701,

‘DETROIT, ML
. Saturday, February 1 .
Marygrove College Alumai Hall, B425 W. McNichols Rd
Higible Singers Who Dance, Singers Who Move Well, and
. Musical Theatre Performers 9AM
Op(.n Calk Smgcxs Who Dance, Singers Who Move \'(’dl and
Mosica) Theatre Performers 10AM

Callback same day

: Avigdor _

‘Zaromp

fhe next program, on March 8 wili

. feature works by Mozart (Flute

Quartet), Am Y Beach, Villa- Loboé and’

Mendelssohn {C minor Tno)

base of return from such a jouracy,
Possibly a'less desirable side ef-

fect is that programming obscurc

works side by side with the more-es:

the former at a- distinct disadvan-
tage.

‘rms WAS the case, for examplc

- with Palne’s work for the sime in-

strumental combination as the

MUSICAL
RMERS

Lh;,:blc Dancers 12 Noon+*Open Call Dancers 12 Noon j
H
§
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Rrahms 'l'rio. This Larghetta and
fumeoreske, in itsell, reflects some
central aspects of the endawed Ro-
mantic tradition, " imitating ' gen-

* erously the styles-of Schumann and"

Brahms. But it was 3 far cry from

- the artistic excellence of Brahms.

Among the factors that’made this
chasm even more pronounced was
the fact that the performance of the
Brahms Trio was among the better,
more-inspired live performances of

.thls work that I have heard — com-

“part of the organixcn that the De-
1roit Licns game, which took place
that day, would reduce attendance.
Kingswood Auditorium turned out to
be. more full than ever. This may
have been one sigaificant albeit indl-

plete with a sense of persp

rect to the advance-

and
subtle nuances. .

The energy flowed from the music
itseld, rather than from brute force.
The latter was miore apparent in the
Paine work. One had to strain 1o find
something bhumorous in th Hu-

-, -moreske.

. THE Qo Quartet by Arnold
- fared better, *

With its style and pcriod so far re-
moved from Mozart, it avelded the
futile prospect of a direct compari-
son. Its English idyili¢ style provided

this progran wlth a dimension that-.
.was not duplicated in the other

works. -1t _alse benelited from
Baker's ability to make almost any

.~work for_oboe sound like a_rmaster:

iece.
There was some cancern on the

ment of the arts by & most-insplred
invention — the VCR.

THE NEXT program, on March 8
will feature works by Mozart (Flute

‘Quartet). Amy Beach, Villa-Lobos

and Mendelssobn (C ménor Trio}

Beach has been put on the map re-
cently by the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra and Its director, Neeme Jar.
vi, who recorded her Gaelle Sympho-
ny. Her work on this program will be
Theme and Variations for Flute and
String Quartet.

Avigdor Zaromp, born in Po-
land, educated in Israel and the
United States. has a Ph.D. in

.math and has studicd piano, mu-
sic theory and history.

95

Casa Lupita's Fi uH Disiner Includes

 CASA LUPITA
FULL DINNER

A flavorful llrrj'liurnm mp,m! uuh Chile cont Corne & Cheese

« A'Crispy Chicken Flauta
« A Shredded Beef Taco

+ Spanish Rice

+ Refried Beans

« And A Poco Fried fce Cream with yaur dlolﬂ of
Ihmr_v, Caramel or Chocolate Topping

Hurry, expires February 13, 1992
Reservations (‘kull,v /lcrr,rrtd

Troy'= 643-7720 or 1-800-245-CASA
2085 West Big Beaver » Between Crooks & Coafulge




