Actor shares ‘the sound and fury’ of Faulkner

PR L
M . Wri 8 p.n. Thursday, Jan. 30,
at the Livenia City Halt Auditori-
wm and 7 pop. Saturday, Feb. 1,
at a dinner theater in the May-

‘outh, Tickets for the Jan. 30 per-
Sormance are $5 in advance, o7 36
at the door. Dinner theater tick-
ets, $25, available at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council office
322 5, Main, For reservations call
455-5260.

By Linda Ann Chomin
spocial writer

Actor/ploywright John Maxwell
presents his one-man play “Oh, Mr.
Faulkner, Do You Write?”. at the
Livonin Clty Hall Auditorlum, 8 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30, and at a dinner
theater 7 pan. Saturday, Feb. 1,"in
the Mayflower Mecllog House In
Plymouth. .

»] ENJOY introducing people io
the man,” ‘sald Maxweil who per-
forms the part in a soft, Southcrn
drawl using some of Faulkner's per-
sonal belongings such as hls pipe and
hat as props. .

1 read all of his novels, screen
plays and poetry,” sald Mazxwell,:
who spent six years rescarching the
book, and six months co-wrillng 1t
wlth Tom Dupree. .

“1- spoke with people who had

Actor/playwright John Maxwell brings to Iife Willlam Faulk- .

ner's humorous side as well as tragic in “Oh, Mr. Fautkner, Do

you Write?” Thursday, Jan. 30, In Livonia and -Saturday, Feb. 1,

n Plymouth. . :
i

lcctions, The key was the letters.
. There was a volatileness there about
the man. 1 didn’t start off with-a
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flower- Meeting House in Plym- *

as 1began writlng." N
Set in the author's Mississippl den,

the action takes place “prior 10 .

Fawlknet's recelving the Nobel Prize
in 1949 as he wresiles wllll‘ whether

f me.’

Like Faulkner, Maxwell was born
fn” Misslssippt. - Moxwell graduated
from the University of Misslssippl
with a master’s degree In theater M!; .

wor!

or not to travel to to ac-
ceptlt. - .

“Qh, Mr. Faulknee” strikes a dell-
cate balance between drama and bu-
mor as Maxwell's script focuses on
Faulkner's human side. In one heart-
rending scene, Faulkner reveals de-
tails of his brother Dean's death in

. .an alrplane. He blames himself:

cause he bought the planc and pald
for his brother's lessona.

"It’s entertalning. It’s not an aca-
demle plece. 1L makes Faulkner ac-
cessible to thosé who knew his work,
and those who pever heard of the
man. He has such a dry, dark sense

+" The play

ter

In English. After n decade as a-pro-
fessor of speech and theater ot 3
communlty collcge outside Jackson,

.Miss,, he sald he felt burned out.

‘Taklng a leave of absence, he ap-
plied for a grant from the Mississlp-
pl Arts Commission to write,” “Oh,
Mr. Faulkner." ' .
made its debut in Aprit
1981 at the New State Theatre In
Jackson, Miss, Slnce then, Maxwell
has taken the play Uiroughout the>
United States and to 12 other coun-,
tries Including U.S. Information
Agency tours to the Middle East and

such an acclaimed performer to our
area, and that so many people ln-
cluding studenis wil hove 2 chanee

10 see this play,” sald Nancy Pilon, .
chalrwoman  of ; communlty pro- -

grams for the Plymouth Communlty
Aris Councll which is hostiog the
performances. L
“The Jan, 30 performance ia hoated
in conjunction with the Livonla Arts
Commisslon. Advance tickets are
available at the City of Livonia's De-
riment of Communlty Resources
offlce In city hall, Farmington Road
and Five Mile.
- DBESIDES MAXWELL'S two, pub-
fle performances, he will give the

. ater workshops, and pecform for stu-

dents ot-Plymouth Satem and Plym-
outh Cantori- High School, Divine
Child HIgh School in Dearborn, and

Eastern-Michigan Unlversity In Yp-

known him for thelr personal recol- *

of humor. He's an abundantly rich  Africa. Later this year, he wlll per-

storyteller.” form In Japari. silanti.
TO SHOWCASE Faulkner's dry .
avlt, lll'm play Lravels back to the hard . =
rinking author's unhappy screen '
writing days In Hollywood where his - BR'NG iN THlS
famous conversition with Clark AD, NOW THRUUGH
Gable took place. - ) ET
Gable asked Faulkner to name the FEB 29, 1992. & G

the Nobel Prize because, ad he puts 0 F F

" ANY CONCESSION PURCHASE

. top wrlters. [n America. Faulkner ) -
named them, and Included himsel! in . °
the list. ‘Gable replied “Oh, Mr. .
. Faulkner, do you write?*  ~ o b . '
Faulkncr countered, “Yes,  Mr. .~ . .
Gable, what do you do?” N
The play ends with Faulkner de- -
clding to go to Stockholm to accept .
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