Engler agenda:

Tax cuts, better schools, no gas tax hike

8y Tim Richard
stall welter

“Change,”" Gov. John Engler sald
. 23 times in his 1992 state of the state
address. .

More tax cuty, improved schools
and better delivery of social services
wll] be the themes of his second year
as chlef exccutive.

The conservallve Republican in-
sisted Tuesday there would be “no
retreat down the path of fallure —
liberal, blg government, tax and
_spend approach — $450 billion worth
during the 19808

-Engler disappoinled many on bo!h
sides of the aisle with his refusal 1o
support a fuel tax increase for roads.
“Now Is nol the he said,
pledging Michigan waulil come up
with a 20 percent nateh ' for an an-

ticipated $3-billion [n fedural ‘aid ~

wlthout a tax hike

How? "We have ways. ’I"nuc are
things we, can’ " said * Patrick
Nowak, the former (akland County
pofltico whn heads the Depariment
ol Tr:mswn.mnn

DEHOCIMTS Wi mntml the
ence 18 of the 22
s lnll.r(u'vlul his
speech with applanse,
Democrats  joloed
praised - American and aute
workers, sald he would work to keep
open the General Motars plant at
* Willew Rua, Introduced former tos-
- tage Alann Steen and - praised Lt
Gov. Connie Hinsfeld
to improve arlloption laws

comilssion

“We all share that. I worked there
(at Willow Run) as a kId, when It was
a bomber plant,” said Sen. Ccorgo 2
1fart, D-Dearborn,

“The governor and [ are walking
hand in hand on-Willow Run, First
time,” sald Rep, Kirk Profit, D-Ypsl-
1anti, whose district-Include the auto
plant. . Profit hunded out red teddy
bear hadgc‘ saying “I love Willow
Run,”

Desplle his vutofical ciuptasts,
Engler offered 'no specitic plan for
persuading GM to consolidate opera-
tions there rather than in Texas.

MORE TAX cuts are on l-,nuxrn
general agenda:

© Voter approval of his “cut and
cap” plan to slice all properly taxes

“smatler entesprises eligible for re-

‘It's time to stop
making.lawyers
wealihy and stast
making people
healthy.”

‘—Gov. John Engler

eases ‘1o 3 peecent annually.
plan is likely to he on.the 1992 ballot.
® A $1,000 tax credit for every
husiness that hires a person unem:
¢ for six months. Engler gave

+ loss eslilzate. s
® “An increase in the number vf

kit under the single business 1ax
His business ombudsman, Judy Mil:
Yer of Bloom{ield Township, said she
hadn't seen any detail. Again, Engler
gave no ru\'unue loss estimale.

creent and hold assessment e

(l.iu‘! -90), Engler’ dld not lssuc a
lengthy pamphlet with dozens of de-
talled recommendtions and extract
30 minutes’ worth for a speech,

1lis total message was the elghl-
page speech, printed on recycled pa
per and paid for by hls u!llceholdrr

expense fund. The spartan appear- .

ance underscored his theme of at-
tracting . business” Investment by

* slashing stute spending except for

schools and soclal services for fami-
Jies
Engler propused two methods to
itnprove delivery of social servlces;
® Expansion of "Famllics First
-~ an inlensive, in-home service (to)

reduce the need for foster .care by

siiceesstully keeplng at-rlsk families
together.™
* Pilut pmjccu called “Commun-
First” to Integrate delivery of
s v§ intg the schools.
Republican  wemen * lawmakers

.warmly praised those ldeas, which

stemmed from their task forces.
Said fep. Lyn Dankes, R-Llvonla; ~
< "lle’s going to 'bring family ser-
v inte the schools. He'll be suc-
cessfil. People will oot suspeet his

.molives and think he has a hidden

agenda that's' anti-family,” she said,
alluding to Blanchard’s’ "scmml

based clinies.”” .
The Republican side of the alsle

roared approval when Engler blast-
od the Michigan Trial Lawyers Asso-

Idi | tax U re-
Jze Deleoit and other urban ceo-
(hrcugh enterprise zones.

UNLIKE GOVS
96Y-82)

and - James  Hlanchard

iltiamn Milllken

clation, a plaintilis’ group that glves
96 percent of IS contributlons to
flemocrats, Said Engler: “It's time
to slup making lawyers wealthy and
slart mnkmg people healthy.” *
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Fuel tax
hits area roads

stand

'1ation to build new roads we ean't
malnuln. he claims.

“Arght"

That was the reaction of Road
Commission for Qakland County
spokesman John Joy.to Gov, En-
gler's State of the State speech op- -
position to ralsing gas laxes for

“It's really unfortunote because
the gas tax moncy (s the money
which Is used for the dally malnte-
nance of roads,” Joy sald. "We
. have 428 more. miles of road In |
Oakland County than In 1984 when
the last gas tax hike was imple-
mented. - Yet we have the same
aumber-of employees and trucks.
All our trucks are 10-15 years old.”

“This 'past slorm proves how
hard it Is 10 get 1hings done.”

All the hype about federal funds
isn’t golng to help Oakland County,
Joy malintains since o quallly you
must come up with maiching funds
and “there Is no moncy here for
matches.”

The federal funds wlll go to the
Michigan Department of Transpor-

‘fuel tax increase.

* ditlonat revenue, [t (mad bulldlng)

.I'm disap,

such as Rep.. John
Bcnnell D-Redford, ratsed an eye-
brow at Engler's opposition to a
“How are we
gonna improve roads?” he asked.
Said Rep. Dennis Hertel, D'De-
troit, chairman of the House Trans-
portation Committee: *“Without ad-

13 going 10 be jeopardized.

Two outstate chuhllcam also
were unhappy at Engler’s opposi-
tion to a fuel tax increase.

“I'm disappointed. We've gota i
1ot of work to do,” sald Rep. Susan
Munsell of Howell. .

“A"modest_gas tax ls justifled. |
pointed,” sald Rep. Rob-
ert Bender, R-Middleville, .

BUT OTHERS on both sldes of
the aisle wanted no part of any m:
Increase,

"!lcs not allowing himself to’
waver,” said freshnan’ Rep. Jobn
Jamian, R-Bloomfield Townshlp.
“His position on the fuel tax goes In
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