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Merchants: downtown WI" survive tough times

By M.B. Dillon
stolf writar

Despite {ough economic times and
competitlon from places such as
Livonia's Laurcl Park, small down-

* towns can survive. Not as we've
known them perhaps, but survive
1hey will, local business people say:

+ Fred-Hl!
outh haberdashery after- 25 years
due to sagglng sales, looks to the
past to understand the present,

“Plymouth s In ‘a transitlonal

" phase,” he sald. “"Customers' shop-
plng habits may have changed, and
those hablis dictate a mall. But look

how different I’lymoulh Is loday .

{rom when I opened.”

HILL SEES PLYMOUTH Lhrivlng
“as a commerelal district catering to
. “"narrow speclalty shops ‘and home
shops .*. . what'I would
call oftice, retall interlor decorator

" types, They're all good uses, just dif- -

ferent uses,” Hill said.
Wendy Strip-Sittsamer is’ cxccut

), who closed his Plym-

purpose for- belng downluwn is to

conduct business other than getail .

business,” she sald.

“In other words, they're coming to
the post office, the lbrary or to sce
their doctor, “ lawyer or -banker.
That's one of the things downtowns,

cspeclally older downtowns, olfer -

that the l.mm-l P.-u—k Places of the
~world dn not.”

"l SEE A DIFFICULT flllurc I'm
not sure downtowns can contlnie to
survive in the ways they have tradl-
tionally, I'm not sure they can con-

tinue to be the sole center of com-

merce as they ohce were.
“And’ there's no such thing as'a

work for downiown Plymouth, Bir:

mingham, Rochester or Detroit, for -
that matter. We have to keep the lo- -

cal characier of our downtowns In
mind. : ’

communliles, we're. secing some of

that disappear, The qucstlnn is, how

tlve direcior -of the
Downtown Development Authority,
“One of the things we know {rom
‘research we've. conducied by tha
while people shop whil: in downtown
Faumlington, “often _their prlmnry

‘do-we

ter In recognition of the changing
marketplace and the changes in peo-
ple's living patterns?” -

GREG GOODMAN, owner of.

universal ‘answer. What may .work.
for downtown Farmington may not.

“1 ‘lhlni ‘ln Plymouln, as l;| nlhci‘* B

80 -
thatitlsn Imcplng with that charac-

' ‘The question is, hbu(_ do we redevelop

the downtown so that it Is in keeping
with that (local) character in
recognition of the changing
-marketplace and the changes in’
' people’s living pa"erns?‘ . .
— Wendy Strip-Sittsamer

DDA chrel -

Piymouth’s Cafe Bon llomme and.

former chairman of the clty's Down-

- town Development Authority, offers

some solutions, but says business
people need - to be: nggruaive to
mako them work.

' He saw several al the ldeas méet:

with success in Northvllle during the
recession In the carly 1980s, when he

owned and opcmlcd MncKlnnnnx .

Restavrant. .
Here are some tactics Goodm:n

. says can help bolster business: *

® Greater * cooperation . among
merchants “so that they can com-
te 6n a more effective basis with

the malls. When 1 say coordinatlon, -

. I'm talking about hours of opcnuon,
and archltectural complements so’

that there is a kind of ‘continuum and
a theme that everyone tries to
ndhnu to,

® “Marketlng- the town, ‘and fn
turn, develgping Plymouth and in.
creasing commerce.” Northville was
“threatened by the openlng of Twelve
Qaks -mall, but' i thriving. "Our
‘lr,wel:\:e Oaksls now named Laurel

ark.!

® Stick-to-It-jveness.  “When.

opcncd Laurel Park was preity vn-'

cant 'and Jt Jooked rather bleak for
several months,”
“Bui they apparently knew what

sald. Goodman.
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lhey were alter and they went about

their. business in a very deliberate
fashlon to anchor thelr stores and to'
bring In the theaters, restauranis
and health spas as complements to
the retail sector.”

® Accepting the advantages
malls offer and fighting back. Malls
can dictate’ %ho thelr {enants are
and what their ¢an do, he said,

. In downtowns, landlords are con:-
ceencd “first and forémost with ‘a -

positive cash flow, A secondary con-

- cern s how well the buslnm mlx

the retall

unl(orm, sesthetically pleasing
L

"Ynu have lo be mmpletcly aware
of the Importance of convenience to |
the shopper. That's how you com-
pete. You make it as easy as possible -
for people 10 do business with you.
an'l mnkc [t difflcult — that's in-
sane.
- Goodman's not réady to accept
“totally that Plymouth .is In dire
stralts; Granted it needs help, and ft
needs some coordinated cffort that
will help it compete, but it s in the'
throes of and I thipk the

- -@ Going, ahcad - with the Dovm---

town - Development ~ Authority's
“streetscape” plan, What beiter time
to'rip up the sidewalks than during a
recessslon 30 that' when “It's ‘over,
"r'lymoulh can hit the ground run.
ning

Tho strectscape, )ﬂan would make, -
shopplng “far, more ~ pedestrian,
{ricndly. You can- really lay out, -

through " different . paving -mecha-
nisms, whether they be cobblesiones

or, bricks, paths for pedestrians. You'

. can also, segregate them from mo-

“torized traffic with plantings, .trees .
and that sart of thing. That's better

for motorized trafiic, and IanJIrly
bettér for pedestrian traffic.” . .
The slree{scnpc plan also calls lar

‘marketplace has an uncanny way of

tetting people know when and where
money can be made and when, and
where it can't.’

““Laurel Park stayed with thelr

“game plan,-.and ultimately things

came around. The same thing has to.

-happen here. We have to lock Into a

game plan and stick’ with It untl] it
bears {ruit. Ullmately, we will win
or lose based en our abillty lo come

“together ‘and dismliss all the petty
bickering -and get to the greater

good,” he sald.
Plymouth h:u pluses going for It
that Laurel Park never wlil), he add-

‘ed. No matier what they do, Laure]:
Park will never have a downlown

p:u'k ar lree-llncd streets.

Hikwell provides. information
about - primary ond secondary

Jfrom the. Farmingion area.
Send_information lo:- Inkwell,
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ficadlee enjoyed the student art-
work on historical Farmington,
which combiried soclal studles and
art lessony, and *thought It would
be a good ldea to share this work'
with everyone here,” said an Atex-
ander memo.

| Far Road, Fay
* 48336, Please include a daytime

taken over (he phone.

® ART DISPLAY
A speclal display of nrtwolk by

Hlllside Elementary School :ls
- being shown thls month ot Alexan-
. der Hamitton Life Insurance Co. in

of - chief executive mchnfd
Headlee.

ton — Past and Future” was sched-
uled for display from Jan. 20-31
around the bullding. Other student

young artist ks’ pictured with their
written goals for the future, -~ .

Headlee asked for the stident
art exhiblt after visiting . Weh's
classroom as part of a communlty
reading project In the fall. Then, he
read “The Giving Tree" and shared
some orlglnal poetry with students.

N . .

'
.

. phone number. Items will not be

Linda Weh's: third graders .from.

Farmington Hills, at the fovitatlon ,° .

The ariwork, cn(llled “Farrnlng‘ ,

works were ‘also displayed. Each:

" Web's students were also sched-

uled to_visit the Hills company on

. Jan.’3¢ for a tour and lunch with

Headlee. The visit will give'the stu-

denis a chance to sce thelr work on

display and Jearn about art collec-

* tlons hotsed at Alexander Hamil:
Lon

‘e WOMEN‘S SYMPOSIUM
Some 200 students from Farm-

'lngmn Hills Mercy High School-and “ *
other, Mlchigan high schools will be -

part of a day-long symposlum enti-

tled “Young Women for the Nine- -

ties" on Jan. 31,

Hosted by the Academy of the
Sacred Heart Catholle School. in
Bloomfleld Hlills, the third annual
event is designed to give young

. women Ip grades 9-12 the opportu-.

nity to share ideas, The keymote -

‘speaker wlil' be State mp ‘Lyn
Bankes,
Wcrkshops will’ Inc!ude student

. chosen themes such as: college en-

" trance and success, discrimintation -
_agalnst women, dating, women In.

the workplace,” teen pregnancy,
“date rape and dysfunctional fami-
lies, Each tople will be the subject

of a 45-minute open-ended discus- -
- sion facllitated by an adult.

For .more informatlon - cnll‘ the

: schmlatsls 8900..

. hRT GIFT. .
A $50.grant from the Fnrmlnx-
“ton ArcaArts Commisslon allowed

. Eagle Elemeniary school in West .
Bloomfleld to bring artlst Linda -

Snaveley to the school Jan. 24 to do
: on theme |

 Member Recognltlon Month across

. Sehoal had a’little lun with It re-
*eently.

". the night after the area's large

Since Jnnuary ‘L:,S;houl Board

the state, Lungacre Elementary

The school board met on Jan. 14,
snowfall, and members of the Lon-

gacre stalf and PTA’ declded” an’
“Operation Dessert-Storm" was in
order. They brought platefuls of
dessorts t6 the meeting that night
to'sustatn board members, and to

thank them for thelr service to the |*

communlly. :
The nop- P-‘Irﬁslan Fnrming(on
Board of Is of

Each" classroom ° selécted u’

.theme which was'put'on paper, and”
* a variety of characters were woven
“around the word (o crentc a clw-
“room drawing. N
*“This assembly wlll nicely com-
pliment our earichmetn programs
. and reinforee our continuing theme
of the lifelong joy that comes from
reading and learning," sald peinci-
pal Sue Johnson. .
The arts commission provides

* §50 granis to area school to pro-

, mote eultural and arts education.

. ® BOARD MONTH -

-viee president Jack Inch, seeretary--
:* Cathleen” Webb, treasurer Helen

. hired superintendent . of schools.

seven elected offlclals from Farm-
Ington and Farmiogton® Hlls In-
cluding: president John Cotton,

Ditzhazy, and trustees James Aber-
ncthy, Helen Prutow and Susan
Rennels.

The board app:

"‘on the agenda -

l'lnw are hxahlinhu !ram the
. auumlas of govermment mectings
this week. All nu‘clmas are open .

; m the public,

Fnrmlnglnn lllll! Cily Cnnnell
Council Chambers
..+ 3155511 Mile .
730 p.m. \londly. Dec 27

Under” ‘unnnlshm buslness,
counci) will: consider enactlng an or-
dinance amendment regulating the
Tocation of accessory bulldings, hear
a report on the sanitary sewer pay-
back program for the Biddestone
Woods subdivision, and licar a report
from the county on the condltlon of

© ground water supply for B(ddmmne .

Woods.
* Under pew b\lslnk‘st llm councll
will:

L] Comldcr introducing urdinnncc_ .

amendments to adopt the natlonal

building, mechanical, electrical, fire

prevention and plumbing
« Conslder introducing an ordi-

goals and curricutum changes and
acts* on recommendations of the

The board also has fiscal responsi-
blllty .fok ‘approving the “annual
budget and malntatning a balanced
budget through the school year,
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LOSE WEIGHT WITH ACUPUNCTURE

\ect Orlental way of therapy. I has proven very heipful v
treating many of modarh day problems and dibensos Losing woight is

nacvpuncture. For futther. information, CALL
'NANKIN FF!OFESSIONAI. CLINIC, P.C.

¥e
29200 Vassar, Sulis 800, Livonis
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27716 V. 7 Mile Rd., 2 Blocks West of Inkater ~
538-1044 . c
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nance to establish rates
and charges for sanitary sewer us-
age, provide for an annual review of
same, 2nd also annual notification of
rales and charges. The counci] will
‘also consider a resolution to amend
the sewer system debt service rates
and charges.

© Considera request from Wing
Hong, Inc. for a new entertalnment

permit without dressing rooms to be .

the -

. held In‘conjunction with a 1991 Class
.- Cliquor llcense at 31455 14 Mile.

@ Conslder approval of a slie plan

‘nonh of 12 Mile between Halsted -
;and Haggerty roads for detached

cluster housing In'RP-1, planned res-
idential housing dlstrict. The propo-:
nent Is Leon Zolkower and the owner

.l Coppcn}'oof.l Creck Lid. Partner-.

ship. . .
The. city manager will offer a re-; .
port from the cly asscssor regardn
ing the -1992 - property -‘L&sesxmcnl.

- frecze. and board of review proce-!

durns

Fnrmln;wu Boani of Education
Lewls Schulman Center
32500 Shiawassce
. Toesday, Jan. 27
6:10 p.wm. <= speclal meeting
7:30 p.ui, — polley commltice
ﬂ p.m. — regular meetlng

Tnc board is expected to vote to go
into closed sesslon at the 6:30 p.m.
meetlng to discuss contract negotla-

tions.. The pollcy commitice will

meet to discuss proposed changes in
the number of schoo] voting pre- -
cincts.

During the rcgulnr meeting, the
board will have a presentation from
students at Flanders Elementary,
conduct routine business and hear a
progress report on the study of year-
round education for the district,

Arthritis '"Today -
Joseph J. Welss, M.D. nheumalology

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152

* Phone: 478-7860

Ous becauss 1 medicaton: “thins tho

This feature of aspinn 1 vatuable il

Aspitin is 1 a chemical group called

ARTHRITIS MEDICATION &
“BLOOD THINNERS”

Many peoplo hold that taking Mnrm;mcdwulm 3 oangu

Tho basls for this fealing likely comes trom ihe fact shal aspinn stops buwd Plaleiots
trom clumping and this action in tutn keops bload from cloft
need 10 frovent a hean attack, but the $ame
attnbute of the medrcaton creates 3 hazad if you re 10 underge operavon.
“salicylat
from aspian by only ono chemical consitutent - the acety! radical. Omussion af this radical
climinates the abikty ol salicylates 1 stop blood lram cloting.

A

lo3.” Othet mombers of INis group ditter

Thus (f you are 13king a salcylales that is not aspinn. you aso 1aking 3 medication that
will not “Inun your blood.”

* Other antnfammatory drugs also ﬂe:tenm {he abidy of plaisiots 1o clump, but this
affect 18 weak and rarely contnbutas 10 a oblem. However, 10 be sale.
surgeons and eye doctors ofien requost that you refrain from all anti-anhnbe drugs for 14
days before Operation to prevent any passibdity of platelel relatod biced:

Troatng pan and imecting swollen jonts genarally sutfcos to beng you ihrough ths
\Nnod unm You can wmm 10 your usual thetapy.
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PRO SHOE REPAIR

9 Beech Ploza Moajestic Ploza

13500 0, B e B B Bashhd. T 15881 Lubs 8 O Cantar
SouthA Soutiiald
799-9850 354 5585

ON INCOMING
ORDERS

od itiru Fab, ‘1'; 1902)

SAVE 10%"

Wit 'this wd.

+ Complete Luggage Repar * -+
+Ladies’ Damaged Heel .
.+ Covering & Recovering

Ladles' Heels Cul
+ Zippers in Coats & Purses |
. s Ali Types pl Leather Repair’
Complete Hand Shoe Shine Service
Specializing In Dyeing and Refinishing

OPEN SAME DAY SERVICE ~  We Accept
Mon.-Snt. TINDY 11 AR Parsonal Chocks
g AMT ™2 - OUTDYSPM plerdie

Quuhy ilaterinls « Good Work » Friendly « Helpful




