Cou nty

By Pat Murphy
statf writor

It was llke old times for Oakland
County 'Democrats Tuesday when
they gathered-at the Birmingham
Community House on behalf of pres-
Wentlal hopeful Tam Harkin,

‘There were signs, bumper stick-
ers, pleas for money and, most of all,
plenty of heated discussion about is-
sucs and eandldates,

“This is great,” sald tong time
Democrat” Alde Vagnozzi, a Farm-

Democ

ington Hills clty councliman. “I ha-
ven't scen some-of these folks In
years* .

About 100 people turned out for
the gathering timed to colnclde with
Presldent Bush’s State of the Unlon
message.

The meeting was one of 113 held
Tuesday o Michigan on behalf of
Harkin, sald Whillam M. Brodhead,
state coardinator. “They're deslgned

- to enable Harkln to glve the real

state of the unlon.”
One highlight of the evening was a

video Harkin made in Ann Arbor
summarizing hls populist message.
“There's a hunger In the Democratlc
Pasty,” ke sald. “A hunger for a real
Democrat to take on George Bush.”

Harkin promised policies that,
among other things, would Institule
a national health care sysiem and
“make es 2l

commlited Democrat whe hasn't yet
decided which of the candidates she
will support. "I came here tonight to
learn more about Harkin,” she said.

Thutsday, January 30, 1092 OLE

rats rally in B’ham for Harkin

Carol L. King, exccutive director
of the Michigan Aborilon Rights Ac-
tion League, sald she enthuslasticlly
supports Harkin hecause she

hed ' d and de-

Mollie Cooper of West
said sessions like Tuesday's are
needed because discussion on the ls
sues. — and the candldates — has

n
pay thelr falr share of taxes.”

THE EVENING -was just what
Ethel Schwartz of Southficld - had
hoped for. She classifies herself as a

been by publicity re-
lated to the personal difflcultics of
Arkansas Gov. BlIl Clintpn,

“We know loo much about one
candidate (Clinton), and not enough
about the others," Cooper said,

Senate split on local pesticide laws

By TimRichard -.
statl welter

A fioor flght In the state Senate bs

shaplng up In an effort to save local
pustlcide erdinances. B
Sen. David' Henlgman; R-West
Bloomticld, sald he would -offer
- amendments to give cliles-and vil-
ages some control over apraying of
pestleldes, - T E
“It's not everything we want,”” Don

The aulhor s Sen. Nick Smith, R-
Addisen, whose farm arca in Hills-
dale County opposes local ordl-
nances.

Smith last week. said he wanted a

.1ook at local ordinances before re-
parting the bill out of his Scnate Ag- -

riculture Committee, but pushed the
bill out anyway, . Lo
- The .village" of Milford, West
Bloomficld Townshlp, the city of
Livonia and other units have public

" Stypula of the Michlgan’Munlclpal
League sald of the di “1d

as .soon have Scoate BIIl 643 go-

away.”

SB 643 would amend ‘the: state *

Pesticide Control Act of 1878 to

pichlbit local units from enactlng.

any local control ordinances.

to warn peo-
ple with chemical sensitivities. Mit-
ford's ordinance survlved a US. Su.
preme Court review in mid-1991,

' STYPULA SAID -the Municipal
League, which represents 500 cities
and villages, wants amendments to:

MOTIVATE WHEN YOU DONATE”

Help us help those in need . .
by donating your used car, boa, real estate
. for charsitable purposas.
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" & “Allow munlclpatitics to enter.

into contracts with the state Depart-
ment of Agriculture to !ct munlei
palities enforce state regulations.”

o “Allow municipalities to pass -

nces that mlrror state law and

» "Allow municipalities te .peti-

1lon the director of Agriculture for -

the right to enact ordinances if the
municipality has a compelling rea.
son 1o §o beyond state Jaw.”

Added Stypula: “Those are areas
wecanllve with” | . -

ENVIRONMENTAL groups such
as Clean” Water Actlon and East
Michigan Environmental ‘Actlon
Councll denounced the bill.

"It was written to benefit pesti- |

cides applicators over, the public in-
1erest,” sald Dave Dempsey of Clean
Water Action. He was eavironmental
advlsor to former Gov. James Blanc-
hard. . o

“EMEAC opposcs SB 643 and will
oppose any other amendment which

1imlts local authorlty's abilily to pro-

vide for safe and respansible pestl-
clde: use,” sald spokeswoman Sally
Chandler. : . -

Dempsey said proposed depart-

meéntal rules "don’t go far enough in
providing notification to parcats of

. 'school chlldren before’ school bulld-

ings are sprayed, In posting informa-
tion on what chemlcals were applicd
indoors and ln statinmg when the

. chémleals are applied, Local govern-

ments should be able to require such
information.”. . ° .
"He called the Smith bll) “part of a
disturbing pattern” of atiacks on lo-
cal.conlrol. He cited another Senate
bil) to prohibi¢ local wetlands ordi-
nances. - : .
Honigman * had that" measure
shipped 1o his Locdl Government
Committee,
revised.

. slorics Wednesday showing
- Clinten may have plcked up votes —

where It “is being

his

cided, “He's perfect on all the right
Iss :

He's for a woman's right to chose
an abortion and he’s agalnst the
death ' penalty, she said. And he's
highty supportive of feminist issucs.
"I'd preler Pat Schroeder {U.S. Re
resentailve from Colorady)” King
joked. “But she's not running.”

WHILE ' KING'S COMMENTS

brought cheers and chuckles irom
many In the crowd, one couple from
Rloomiicld VIage walked out. Too

much _“single-ssue” . rhetoric, said.”
* James G. Pyrros, a lawyer. -
Pyrros sald _he’ hopes hat other, -

.. .assess Clinton damage

.Area supporters: for Arkansas

. ‘Gov. Bill Clinton, belicved to be the

-, Democrats’ fronl-runner, have been *
-trying 'te assess the damage ‘o hls

- “campaign from allegatlons of marl-

tad infidelity. . =~ - - Lo
“I think Clinton and his wife have

“dealt with tht allegations head on,”

safd Marvin Meltzer, the Arkansas
governar’s press contact In Michl-
£an: “And voters see it that way."

:\Iuluc‘r‘ a Birmingham business-

man, $ald he Is encouraged by news
that

as well as financial support - in the
wake of his appearance on nationak
{clevision Sunday.

In thal appearance: Clinton and °

Democrals — possibly New York
Gov. Marjo Cuomo or New Jersey
Sen. Bill Bradley — will change
their minds about seeking the presl-
dency.

Betty Pyrros sald she shares many
of Harkln's philosophies, Including
his view on women's rights issues,
"Bul I'm not nccessarily against the
death penalty.”

But most of those altending Tues-

P . day's rally seemned pleased with Har-

kin and his message. Among them
was Michelle Fischer, a' 1985 gradu-
ate of Andover High School who now
lives tn Ann Arbor, “1 particularily
like his compassion,” she said, "and
his respect for all people.”
Maggie Tyson, of Bloomtield Kills, -

said; “T'm ‘theilled about Harkin. I
wanted him 10 rin four years 2go.”

his wifé, Hillary, acknowledged thelr
marrlage had been rocky. B

-“The Clintons denied- he was ever
romantically cavalved with Gennifer
Flowers.-But their comments were

. Intefpreted” by 'some -to mean Bill

Clinton may have had an affair out-
side his'marriage, although not with
Flawers. - " .

Douglas Ross, the former director
of the Michigan Department of Com-
merce, said he believes volers are
maturing. X
! The Clinton-Flowers allegatlons
show voters are increaslogly willing
¢ Jook beyond a candldate’s human
failings and cvaluale his candldacy
on more relevant factors, sald Ross,
a Farmington Hills resident.
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