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transit system - known ironically as

SMART — have some major:league ex-
plaining te do.

And we hope that our leaders ln the clty and

township halls, as well.as in the State Capitol,

these SMART guys ‘plan to do to suburban bus
riders. -

manded, books examined and maybe a few tables
pounded at public hearlngs before this thing -
known as the Suburban Mobility Authority for

March 27,

Lansing are clected and appointed to protect the
imerests of the public — and that' public does
Iniclude the 9,600 Oakland County bus riders.who
will be left stranded If service ends because of an
alleged $7.7 mitlion defleit; -

RIGIIT:ABOUT now, Farminglon -area folks
who use the bus lines on Grand River and Farm-
ington Road are kicklng. the tires of used.cars

case the SMART guys makc good on their lhrcats
to scuttle the service.
- Across ‘the mclmpolll:m arcn some 35,000

or wherever if the SMART guys slam home the
lug fist they've ratsed.’

-And let’s not forget the 500 or so SMART om-
ployces who' will ‘fose_their jobs if service ends

and this b the lafgest area
in the United States without a rcgionnl transit -
systenm.

Ah, but none of this expensive mlsery has 'to
happen, we're expecting to hear translt officlals
say, il only somcone — otherwise known as the
taxpayers — will chip in to erase this deficit.
\‘-‘c re just »mlting for that old pay-up-or- ~else

lin

Allcr all, mmr fogic will go, for years slale
taxpayers forked over a huge subsidy so that a
rich min's pro football team cuuld tosc in luxurl-
ous sut ruumlmg»

REES HIAVE long ago been laken down,
ornaments and colored- lights packed
holidays are but a memory.

But homelessness continltes.

1t continues for the peaple who spend the night
at Birmingham Unitarian Church, at the ‘South
Oakland Shelter, Royal Oak, at the Wayne Coun-
1y Family Center, Westland and other shelters
throughout the metro area.

In November, we asked area residents 1o be
especially generous in remembering the home-
less. We're gratified so many people ruspondul
cspumlly during a rccessmn .

BUT WE ALSO asked people to remember the
homeless, "as best they cuuld throughout the
coming monihs. -

Despite some mildly encoumgm}, signs coming
out of Gov. John Engler's office, life appears to
be geiting worse (or our area’s homeless.

The long-running recession has put more peo-
ple out of work, swelling the ranks of the needy. :

Cuh in ;;ovcrnmcnl grants havenl helped, ci-

“ther.

“Demand is golng up, but we have less to
give,” is how Bryce Denison of Wayne Metropoli-
tan Communily Scrvices Agency described the
dwindling food supplles at area soup kitchens.

This doesn't mean we should throw’ up our
hands. There’s plenty we can do and plcnty of
agencies that could use our help. ' .

Wayne.-Metre, Detroit-based Gleaners Con-
munity Food Bank and Pantiac Rescue Mission
are bul three of the dozens of private, non-profit
agencies that could use your support. Many arca
churches have also become actively involved in
providing shelter or agsisting area shelters.

X In your lmme town that could use a hand.

BUT WHILE we're encouraging people Lo be
generous, we khow our generosity will only get
homeless - people: through the winter. We also
need to mobilize our resources to assure that, in

fulure winters, no one need go homeless.
" It's important we provide- food, shelter and
clothing, but it’s also impordant that we root oul
the problems that contribute to homelessness.

For too long, we've talked aboul the homicless
as though they were one unified body of people’
with a unlfled set of preblems. .

. While all homeless people have a mnjor need
— shelter — many have other equally lmporlanl
heeds.

A parllun of our homeless popul.xliun is pwph:

Bus-ted?
SMART guys must answer

HE SMART guys who run our regional

will raise a tremendous amount af hell over what *

Fingers should be poinlcd cxplﬂnal(ons de-, .

Regional. Transporiatlen .dics as planncd on:

After all, ourpols from Sibdivision City lo'

and pricing parking lots In downlown Detroit in..

. poor souls will be looking for nlher rides to work’

. r.'ny that used to be every blt the urban hell hole

Still' a ‘crisis?
End reasons for homelessness

O&F Thuraday, Jenuary 30, 1992

ball decldcs to get serlous nbout building a new
stadium, well, taxpayers probahly will help —
whether lllcy want to or m:t

SO WE MAY be asked ln dig a Illlle deeper
and save the bus system. After all, Detreit-area
residents spend fewer dollars on reglenal transit
-than do taxpayers of other mctropo]llan areas. If
- we want a better bus syslem, we 're going to have
to'pay more forit.. -

But before we pass oul the balling buckcls and
openour pocketbooks, lel's get a few questions
answéred first.

First of all, It seems the financlal problcm.-.
are sudden. It was just a couple of years ago that
everything was fine and the bus syslems future
luoked rosy. .

SEMTA became snmm' and announced plans
(o add many new lines through Oakland County
communltics. It seemed that the SMART guys
were [Inally getting wlise to the fact that more
and.mere people need. o be transported [rom
suburb to suburb rather than Irom suburb to
downtown Detrolt.

Now — alt of a sudden and wnh wery lnulc
explanation in any " published news report we've
seen — there's this huge deficlt. SMART-guys,
open your books; audltors, sharpen your pencils.

And anather thing: Desplte what the auto bar-
ons would have you-believe, other large citics
have, successful (ransit systems and people do
use them. Check.out Chicago's system or Bos-
" ton's, Even car-clogged Los Angelus {s.getting
 into the act with a rail system.

Cleveland '— that Mislake By The Lake, the.

that Detrolt'is — has an excellent transit system.
Let the SMART guys look at transit that works
(there’s lots of it, both here and abread) before
they come crying to the public that they've got lo
quit — and mess up the llvcs of thousands of
people. -
And please, leaders o( the people, keep those’
buses runnlng en Farmington Road-and Grand
-River and ather suburban speedways until some-
body figures out what's golng on with this mess
knuwn as SMAHT .

away, wrapping paper discarded. The ",

- has dwindled, causing that market to all bul dis-

Chances are, there's an agency or church righl‘

“of-drug and alcohol dependency. -

" logether, as well as preventing Icunngc pmgnan

‘Demand is going up, but we have
less to give,’ is how Bryce
Denison ol Wayne Metropolitan
Ci ly Services'A
described fhe dwlndllng Iood
supplies at area soup klrchens.
This doesn’t mean we should
throw up our hands. There’s
plenly we can do and plenty of
agencies that could use our help

Another porllnn lm.]udu; people n.lu.mud from
‘mental hospitals, -

Stll! another portion, the fastest-growing seg-
menl, includes single mothers with young chil-
dren,

* Others include people, who.for whatever Ted- ©
son ~— Job- loss, iliness, bad luck — lose llmlr
homes.

THERE'S NO denymg that more, and better
paylng, jobs would reduce the number of the na-
tion’s homeless, But jobs aiso require a rcnwed
commitment to job training.

More available housing would also be i plua

A quarler-century ago, we declared war on
poverty and federal. money flowed into housing
projecis. But federal money for low-cost housing

appear. .

Despite the nublc clforls of Ilublldl for Hu-
nanity, few abandoned houses have been re-
opened for the hometess, either.

Even though jobs and lncreased houslng would
help, more work is stll} needed to break thc hnck ’

More also needs (o be done (o ke'ep (nmllina

cies. -

“Let’s make sure, too, that all munlally il peo-
pte recclve decent, humane treatment -and are
not merely dumped Into the streets,

Despite recent economic troubles, our nation
and our region is stlil blessed with tremendous
wealth and resources. What s 1acklng Is the po-
liticat will,

“This winter, let’s do what' we can (u help {he
homeless.

But in this election’ year, let's also make sure
our candidates are dedicated to putling an end'to

with severe alcohol or drug-abuse pi

- will join a compel

Homelessness

The burden of bning homelces is a year-
round problem, and we need to shate the

reasons that keep it so. Fm_ an edilerial on

QU1 WAHHCHI 31t phtograpie:

1he subjuet, please sce the lower left article
on this page

Property tax plans

I'VE BEEN reflecting on Gov
John Engler's state of the state
speech last week, . The guy who
.wrote, “If ‘you liked me in 1391,
you'll-love me in 1992,
on the head.

This was a political speech, as oy
the slick vidcotaped Democratic te-,
buttal afteeward. Themes for the
1994 electiun aiv already coming
. into focus, )

Education first. Engler pledged to*

continue.to shovel muney at K-12
schools, colleges and universlties.
desplte culs in other arcas of st.m
spending.

He gave some worthwhile siate-
wide cxposure to the idea of an “edu-
cation warranty™ that would reguire

schools that graduate students who

fack minlmum skills 10 re- cdu«.m
“them without charge.

hut mu nafl -
. ot of appeal.

camton

Teylng to pay the taxes on a pay-
check hard hit by the reeession - or,
worse, on a pension and Soclal Se-
curity — Is very tough On the sur-
face, Engler's pn)pu\dl will Bave &

That will fade once pcoph‘ IIKUN
out just what it will cost- The pro
ed 30- percent tax cut-will cost
schuols something like $2.25 billion
per year by 1947. The plan requires

the state to relmbuise wn tquml'

amount to the schouls.
So, other things equal, in a lanl

“state budget which wlll be sumething.

around. $8 billlon by 1997, the cut
and cap proposal requires shitling
$2.26 billlon 10 sf.lmols {romn some:
whete else.

THAT'S A BIG snlh. wuh big' pu-

litlca) stakes attached. -

First ple: job tralning. Other”

Premiered “ln . Ply

‘schools, the plan scems (o be work-

ing falrly well, if only beause it
concentrales on outcomes. — what
kids actually learn — Instend of pro-
" cess — how many years they sit u
clagsrooms. !

. ENGLER EMPHASIZED his pro-
yosal 10 cut school property taxes by
30 percent and cap the rate of future

arnual increases In assessments 10 3.

peecent. With 400,000 signaturcs: in
hand, It seems clear “this proposal
tlng Democratic
one on the ballot this fall.

Most readers of this newspaper
have seen the assessed value ol their

day.

than what's reguired.by federal law.

{the Job Partnership Training Act;
for cxample), there is no serjous job
training taking place In Mlchmm lv

WMIH Because Gov. Eogler wnslcd
no time dismantling the job-training
system erecied by his: predecessor,

Jim Hlanchard. Gone are the Youth .

Corps; .the "Job- Start antb-welfare

program .md the Michigan Opportu-

nlty Card.
Now . that

pose risks to state

. to pay for it after the §2.25 lion 15

;mmu wthe l\ 12 systene

thUhll
Heaganesque ~ budgetary  shenani-
gans, It now seems clear that the
real reason lying behind our natienal
deficit crisis'is a political miscaleu-
fation made in the carly years of
President Reagan's administration

EXAMPLE:

Conservatives crected the follow- -

ing chain of logic: Federal spending
is 100 high. Let's reduce governmnent

spending by reducing government in-*
‘come. Thercfore, cut taxes. .

What happened, however, is that

the White House and the Congress,
“got into.a feeding frenzy of tax cut-
Uing. The resulling revenue stash was |

far larger than anyone uver Intend:

* ed. Tt was never balanced by éxpend-

iture reductions. Qur lowering na-

tional debt is the result. - *
Sornetimes | wonder whether Join

Engler doesn’t have a similar

scenario ln mind — and will force "

to face, similar risks —

workers are being laid of(, the need
for job training has: never been
greater, Yet there is no state Initla-

" tive in place.'And even if the Englet

property — and, 1y, theur
taxes - ukywckl.l n u.cull )»ar’

on gets around to devel-
aping one, Uiie won't b any insney

with the cap .and" cut property tax

Phit Power is chiairman of the
company that owns this newspa-
per  His rardamniing u;]mnu
| m me perivlicalty

from our readers fel

‘Story was’

‘propaganda’ -

' '-ru ihmuor :

response | 1O th “abortion

rlxhls" article hy Tim Smith on Jan.

20: I found-the lack of hn]nnced re-
porting quite frritating. -

I'm sure, or ai least I hnpe. lbnl it

1 were to “subMit an article on my

“right" to gun down innocent people

at the-post office, this paper would

react with horror and focus on for at

least mentlon) the rlghu of 'the per-
sans to be killed, -

be. wnallluliunally protected
right.”

But the lugic of “her next state:
ment is missing. “All klnds of rlghu

""aro at risk. Possibly vulnerable are
1huse rights which govern freedom -

of speech, search and selzure. proce-

dures and Miranda wnrnlnp. she

added.”
. Why would frécdun of speech 0
use one of her exatnples, be "pmsi

. bly" vulnerable” when it is in the

vriginal BUI of Rights? -

Suck illoglcal statemncuts are used,
and quoted, by those whu wish o
propagandize, not n.-;»on .
Suspdra Lubu.
. l-‘.nrangtun

Their right to live their “llves _

would be paramount. Yel in thls arti-
cle, which stated  that (here are

“about 1.5 mllllnn" aborttons {kill-

ings) cach yea In the U.S., was the
“word “baby,” “child" or “fetus”

mentioned even once? No, it wasn't,

Sccondly, Smith quotes from OCC.

Professor Keldan who said that the
mlndm of the Supreme Court Is "be-

use It (Roc) IS not in the original
Bnl ol I‘llghb it (nboﬂlnn) shouldn’t

Dick Isham - general tudnages
Mark Lewis directorol n(l\x d
Frl:d Wright direclus of

Ed|t was.
-worthy of
KKK, NaZIS

To lhc edlto;

Itis lronlc thnl your.lan 23 edito-

e — Qi)bsnruer & ﬁtctutrlc Newspapers

Stove Barnaby m.uu\gmg dditor .
_Judith Daner Berne assislani nianaging edllol

buburban Cummummllunr (,mp
Philip Powar chintman of the boired
Rlchnrd Aginlanpresident R

thul contatns both silutes 1v Dr. Mat

tin Luther King and religions bigo-

ry. . .
Your thinty velled pressuring of

the Jaycees ta eliminate persons of a -

speeitic retigions - persuasion from

theie Prayer Breakfast program 1s

not onby censorship, bul an act of re-
ligious bigotry worthy ol the Nazis
or the KKK.

These words are harsh. but preju-
dice 1> prejudice, even when a Chels-
lan i3 the targer. Dr. King would
have preferred that we accept. not
sllence, cach other,

Robert N. Ranaey, |

‘Furmington Hils

Opinions are
to be.shared

Letters should be maited to: the

- uditor; The Farmington Observer,

21898 Farmington: Road, Farmiog.
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