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Area paper boy delivers on camera

By Ralph R. Echiinaw
siatl weltor

Obscrver & Eccentric paper boy
Steye Thompson learned how
feaught with perll filmmaking can
be when he appeared in a Geaeral
Motors tralning movie.

Steve played a baseball recelver,
asslgned the omlinous duty of squat-
ting behind the plate to catch the
hard throws of a mechanlcal pllch-
Ing machine.

“The most d;mgcrnus pan about It
was that .1 didn't have a cup,” ‘he
sald. A singutarly animated lad,
Steve pantomimed his predicament

by pretending lo catch a plich, then

moving a hand o protect his nether

. regiony,

ONLY 12 YEARS old, Steve has
already ‘appeared ln three such
tealning films, just missed being one
of Disney's new Mousketeers and
was considered for a role In an up-
coming Disney film, "Newsics.”

As If that weren't cnough, Steve
was named West Bloomtield Eccen-
tric carrler of the month (n Decem-
ber for his determination to dellver
lhc paper without fall.

*. His tmother, a drama major from:

. Mary Washlngton College in Virgln-

Vo

!

la, couldn't be happicr about Steve's

1 never had the guts to go for it. (S0}
it’s very nice to see my child talented

_in this area.

— Jo Thompson
Steve's mother

acting amblilon. “I never Md 1he

guls to go for It," she sald, “(50) it's

very nice to see my child talented in
this area. It’s always nice when chil-
dren live out thelr parents’ unful-
filled ambition.”

. Steve's older brother Mike is a’
junlor thespian as well, and has-a
_minor non-speaking role in the up-

coming film “Zebra Head.”

"Qur big worry Is that we told cv-
crybody we know that he's In It and
{his scene) will wind up on the cut-
ting room floor,” mﬂthcr Jo Thomp-
son said,

Jo and John ’l‘hompson knew they
had a budding prodigy on thelr hands
when It was necessary to send Steve
to dancing classes at the age of 4.

“tYE KNEW THAT acting was his
thing,” Mrs. Thompson sald."We no-
ticed when he danced he was doing a

1ot of mlng ‘There's no qucsuon |he )
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[TVONIA MALL CINEMA

ALLSEATS, ALL SHOWS
~ ALLTHETIME-

Catch the hottest movies at Livonia Mall Cinema
~for just u buck-

at, every show, every da

Movie Hotline at 476-8800 for showtimes and more infor, nmlmlL

NOW DILAYE
The Addams Family ¢ Rush * American Tail2
“ForThe Boys '+ Curly Sue

ANNOUNCING THE CHILDREN'S FILM FESTIVAL!
Absolutely FREE for children 14 and under every Saturday
and Sunday, February 1st thru March 29th. This

Sunday eatch “Look Who's Talking Tx”
for next week's feature, Sesame Street
Call /br ulmu.hmu info ornmlwu

i~ "2 FOR 1 SPECIAL OFFER
{FROM LIVONIA MALL CINEMA

Get 2 admissions for nnly a buck \\11]1 lhls coupon only!

Call our 24 hoor

aturday &
and be sure bo watch
Follow That Bird"?

kld was a natural actor.”

Said Steve: “I've nlwnys been a”
ham. 1 gnt on stage and steal the
spotlight.”

By fall of 1990, when Steve was 10
years old, he began to trod_ the
buards at the Actors Alliance Con-

servatory in-Southficld.” A bulletln -

board advtzrtls:menl nl lhc uho«l

program caught l\ln Thqmpson!
eye and plqued Steve’s Interest. .

Allthough Steve. didn’t” get that
part, 3 phone call from Atilliated
Models of Troy follawed a few weeks
later soliciting talent. .

. From there Steve gol ‘the Mousk- B

cteers audition in.October 1990 and
was one of six kids pulled aside by
casting director Susan Leustig, who
cast “Dances v.m. S\ulvu," 1o audl
tion for "Newsles."

Last summer, Inrccd to choose be-

iween swimming and acting, Sleve
returned to Actors Alltance and got
hls Sereen Actors Gulld card for only
$900. "It cost more (o Joln {the guild)
than he made In that second {GMC)
iim," Mrs. Thompson said. .

However, there was nlrcady a
Steve Thompson In the guild, and the
unlon's: bylaws prohibit two mem-,
bers from sharing o handle, so Steve'
became Rlck, at least where Holly-
wood Is concerned.

The alternative was. to usc his
middle pame, Sydenstricker (Mrs.
Thompsow's maiden name),” but
“Steve Sydenstricker”. was some-
what reminlscent of Archic Leach,
Marion Morrison or.any other glven
‘name before It.was changed to the
likes of Cary Grant or John Wayne.
Hence the "Rick" was surgically re
moved “from  Sydeastricker, and
Steve Thompson was transformed to
Rlck Thompson. Dut his friends still
call him Steve.

Last'summer, Steve was honored
"wlth the opportunity L@ sing In an au-
dition with countey and westera hon-
che Kenny Rogers. Butl alas, “he
couldn't sing In Kenny's key,”. Mrs.

Thompsen sald.’ Steve was amazed -

by Rogers high volce.
*“Although’ he's probably the only
Ahbotl Middle Schoo) student with a
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

SUNDAY
BUFFET

ALL YOU CAN EAT BRUNCH

9:30 A.M.-
3:30 P.M.

-EARLY BIRD SPECIAL-
MON.-FRI. 3:30-5:30 P.M.

1““/“ OFF ENTIRE

BANQUET FACILITIES
and CATERING SERVICE
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Leather
Bottle
Inn

20300
Farmington Road -
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DINNER FOR 2
Cholce of
Tenderloln Steak
Brolled Boston Scrod

Veal Parmesan - -
Chicken Scallopine - -

*11.99

AN above include Soun, Tos Drond
and utter, Fresh Qarlic SiicAs Polato o Pasts
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resume and a unlun card, Steve still
enjoys delivering tho newspaper in
the Walnut Green subdivision, ofien
reading the paper as he walks along
his route.

His other interests tnclnde soccer,

bascball, basketball, downhlll skilng

and skate boarding, but Steve’s ulti-
mate ambition is to schmooze wlith
Hollywood's quiche ecaters. “Hello,
Mr. Costner?” ‘he jokes. “I -mean
Kevin. Let's do lunch.™

While Mrs. Thompson enly wishes

“they would cast a movle that had
brothers In 11, and they also need a
mother.”

Steve Thompson
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PALATE AND YOUR
POCKETBOOK.

Nenv at the Shevaton Ouks vou can please Your pulate and

oW /uu you Pirchase One Luncleor Dinner Entree ¥

your pockethook at ihe same tine.

Hy presenting the attached coupon i Anthony's Restawant
You and o Guest can Please Your Palates amd Your Pockethok
(Advanced roservations are requested by calling 313308500 g 003y
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- 4O Lapues Augint 8 12
sassensesessrascces

PON
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