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Avon Players
Actors, scenes work
in. ‘Broadway Bound’

Players production of “Brocdway
‘Bound” continue -through Feb, 8
at the pluphouse on Tienken Road
at Runyon Road in Rochester
Hills. For ticket information call
the box officc ut 575-1390.

Nell Slmon's )fe of luck and hear-
tache unfolds in an authentic 1949
time machine as Avon Players pre.
sents the last of an autoblographical
trilogy, "“Broadway Bound.” The

~highly stylized production depicts
the simple days as belng complicat-

* ¢d, and direclor Jon Katz demon-
strates to the last detail that times
don’t change.

THE CHARACTERS in 'ﬁimans
play are based on those closest to

him In real llife, and this |s the reason

they are well-rounded and bellev-
able, The cornerstone of this produc-
tlon is Debdbie Weitzell as Kate
Jerome, the mother- of two men/
boys' about to embark onthelr own.
Weitzell's acting Is credible and en-
hances Simon's finest wrltlng, and
she remalns true Lo life at all times.
Her character, Kate, faces ‘not
only the loss of her boys to a sccess-
{ful writing career, but she also faces

. Impending divorce. Weltzel) produc- |

es a confused and heari-wrenching
Kate, delivering lines with realism
to her cheating stage husband such
a3, "How is It posslble I could hate

Sally
Dubats

you so much after loving you all my
life?” ’

Eugene Jerome {the “Young Neil

‘Simon” part) Is acted by Matthew
Pagnani, Eugene sees humor lnall of

family life, although .the family
doesn't sce humor in anything, and
he uses these famlly lessons as grist
for the weitlng mill. Pagnan plays
Eugene with & very likable 1949
spunk and lots of energy.

Eugene’s .brother and  writing
pariner Is Stanley Jerome pers
formed by Jay Hohauser. Stanley
careles .Ahe business and manage-
ment end of the young writing team.

The scenes between Pagoani and
Hohauser work well-and are believ.
able, As brothers, they ‘perform a
gamut of emations from fricndly
buddies to angry men In the midst of

_fainily conBlict, Hohauser's comedy
timing Is much appreciated while

praying. “Oh, God, give me an ide
for a skeich that you're not using!™

ALSO PART of the family is fun-
ny B MacNeill as Ben Epstein, the
Saclalist grandralher who hves with

{lelt) and Deb-
bie Weitzell of
Rochester
Hills, and Di-
anne Blernat ot
Troy in a scene
_from the Avon
Players pro-
duction of
‘‘Broaodwaoy
Bound."

the Jeromes. MacNeill 1 rght on the
muney o his watty pertutinance The
character calls fur o glandfather
who is groff 4o cantut shuw affees
tion, and MacNeill's effective style
ints at o lovable i {when ne's not
being a Seciulist).”

Stirring up trouble in the house'in
Jack Jerotue, the du.mng husband,

performed with excellence by Fred
Shulak Shutuk offers a scrivus and
traghtened anan that, despite ruining
a family, the audience can pity,
Rounding out the cast is Dianne
Biersat as Blanche, Kate's rich sis-
ter. Blanche defines the family
struggle to stay in one piece, and Bi-

ernat pulls those pleces together’

well with sound acting abilities.

The solid and-practical set by Ger-
ry ['Ambrosio handles terrifically
the twaestory Fequirements of the
play, and it is 1949 detail-dressed to
the tea by Annie Williams.

“Huts uff to director Jon Katz for
smooth blucking, scenes which have
a sqring-board effect for fast pace
and relationships that are represent-

ative of true-ife in this Avon Play-
ers cumedy/drama production.

Sally Dubats of Southfield is an
an actress, director anl teacher,
whu teaches at community the.
aters. in the metropolitan area.
She is artistic director of Wext
End Productious -headquartered
in Somh[wm

Young violinist shmes but symphony performance falls short

The mrmingham -Bloomfield Sym
phony Orchestra is among the elite
of community orchestras. In some
past events, It has tackled some for-
midable and complex wurks with
Impressive reslts.

Thursday, Jan. 23, the BBSO fea-
tured some lighter sclccllum, with
Charles Greenwell . conducting.
Greenwell, who is the music director
at'WQRS and.has a long broadcast-
tng carecer, calivencd the event with
his Imaglnatlve anccdotes.

The cvent took place at the Han-
dleman Hall of Temple Beth El in
Birmingham, where ple -were
seated around tables -with 1light
snacks.

‘The program umlcr that format,

while not featuring heavywelght ma-

terial, consisted nevertheless of at-
tractive shorter sclections: by the
classical masters. The

stein, Masunut :nnl Johann Strauss
Jr.

TIlE ONE element that fell short

in this event was the guality of the *

performance:
This observation:is made without

‘any ‘unreatislic ‘expectations. It Is

readily granted that even a good
community orchestra cannot expect

Avigdor

Zaromp

to match the Jevel of a pr

orchestra such as the Detroit Sym- -

. phony Orchestra.

But one does.expect a-ceriain
“standard of intonation and dynamlc
variety from a community orches-

ira, especially one of the caliber and -

track record of the BBSO:

On this occasion, the orchestra
‘sounded - frequently like .2 Suzuki
class for beginners. There may have

been same reasons behind this, such

as lack of time.

represenied consisted of Tchaikuv-
sky. Copland, Smetana, Weber, Bern-

Alse, the mote capable members of

‘the group are reportedly engaged

Among the better-performed . )
selections were some segments by
Bernstein with dances from ““On the
Town” and from his musical “Fancy
Free.” Another item-with bétter results
was a suite from Le Cid by Massenet.

-only in the mwre serivus events.
[f this 15 the case, i1 1s a wrongs’

[ 1f you want to know what's going-on in your community, read The Observer & Ewcentric ]
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headed ni;pruach. While the shorter
and popular selections may require a

shorter attenlion span than a Mahler
symphuny, for example, they are il

served by performers wha consist-*

ently play wrong notes and are out
of tune,

It 1s easy to blame problems on
cuts 1n artistic support by the Engler
administration — and | am among

. the many who criticize the state gov-

_ernment on that issue. But in this
state we are stifl allowed to have re-
hearsals without a governor's ap-
proval, and the BBSO has little
excuse for its (ailnru to exercise that
option.

THERE WERE some ";ﬁoln{s of
light™

-sand. The brightest”of them was

young violinist Gabriel Bolkosky, -

‘who performed the chatlenging final
movement from Tchaikovsky's con-
cerlo,

His mature approach to phrasing,

in this event, even though'
. thewr number didn’t approach a thou-

rhythemic *variation .-m:l dynamics
were indicative of a most talented
growing artist. His few intonatlon
slips may be excused — even Perl
man couldn’t have produced a con-
sistently perfect tone with such poor
accompaniment.

Among the better performed se-
lections were ‘some segments by
Bernstein’ with dances-from “On the
Town" and from his musical “Fancy
Free.” Another item with better re-
sults was a2 ‘suite from Le -Cid.by
Massenet.

“These selections were reflective of
some of this orchestra's higher capa-
bilitles. With some ‘more work and
effort, this standard, could have been
extended to the rest of the program.

. Avigder Zaromp, born in Po-
tand, educated in Isracl and the
United States, hos a doctorate in
math and has studied piano, mu.
sic theory and history.
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Lum Lupita's Full Dinner Includes:

CASA LUPITA
LL DINNER

- A favonful leof Yurrita topped with Chile con Carne & Cheese

« A Crispy Chicken Fla
* A Shredded Heef Faco
« Spanish Rice
« Refried Beans

» And A Paco Fried dee Cream with your chaice of
Honey, Caramel or Chocolate Topping

Hurey, expires February 13,1992
Reservations Gladly Accepted

- Troy~ 6437720 or 1-800-245-CASA . * .
2085 West Big Beaver « Between CmoLt & Cmiulgc




