Forgers manufacture country look

AP = Anopyinous craftsmen cres
ated the country furniture that to-
duy's enllectors crave, bul what they
fashloned was neither crude nor
prundive

The carpeoters and crafismen
who supplied furniture for 18th and
19th century settlers autside of Phil-
(altimore, New York and |
ton, according to Counicy

gazine, were quite famlls
jur with preferred styles and con.
struclion terhniques.

- Exquisite .carving, time-consumn-
iy inday and delicate banding rarely
appeared on what would come to be
known as “counlry” turnliure, but no
apalogies need be made for the con-
struction lechniques employed.

Unlike true primitive furniture,
with’ iy exposed nails, rough-sawn
rude -joinery and little, if
American country furni-
turé was intended to be.both func
tivnat and altractive and was built to .
withstand decades of use.

fnned  joinls, mortise-and-tenon
construction, . earefully ~planed -
hoards and adherence to basie prio.
niture design and con-
tion arc evident in‘the finest ex-
ansples .

Most Amnerican country furniture
wis originally painted. Enthuslasts
af the. Cofonial Revival that began
shortly after World War [ began *
. sinpping, sanding and scraping off
. origina) paipted  finishes on- fine

counlry lusniure in their quest of a

eleat fimsh. .

. WHEN FTILYING TO steer ciear of
furgeries. callectors should Jook for
wrtgwnal paint Keep in mind that not
all of the pdint will Y['lll.llll after 100
years oz more of u .

[n many Insti origtnal paint -
will be worn through to bare wood
around cuphoard knobs, on the tops
ol chistr 5 nd front rungs, along

« the edges of tables and on the arms
and headraals of chairs, |

" ¥ ers are skilled in duplicailng
opgimal paint fimshed on both old

and new furnlture. They know the
diffecence between a plece of coun-
try furnltuce that still has its origi-
nal palnt and one that doesn't can
amount to several thousand dollars.

Forgers also know It 1s more dIf{l-
cult to detect new patnt than new
wood, 30 they generally start by In-
vesting in authentic antiques rather
than recent reproductions.

Nalve buyers will assume that If
the wood Is old, the finish must be,
100, In most cases, It ls not.

The best way o identify a coat of
paint that has been applled years af-
ter the picce was constructed Is (o
Inspect the chlps, gouges and age

-cracks you would expect 1o {lnd on

an authentic country antlgue.

Presuming - that the orlginal
craftsman would not have applied
paint over damaged wood, we would
not expect to find orlginal paint In-
side these cracks and gouges.

-If you ind an age cn:k filted with
painl, reason dictates the paint way
applied after, not before; the erack
appeared.

SIMILARLY, DEEP gouges and

" scratches should not bave-any palnt
in them. If they do, chances are the |

paint. is newer than the wood be-

“neath it

Most authentic cuunlry furniture
heen either repainted or refin
+d. It you suspect that you own a
fine country picce that has been re-

palnted, inspect the piece for. indlea-

nuns of the orlginal color,
Start by.turning the-plece over

and’looklng for spols the more re- .
. cent painter may have missed — be-

neathi lower rungs, overhanging tops
and chair scats. Check-the back for

runs or drips of ‘a different color -

than the top kayer of palnt.

. ‘QOccaslonally, 'a non-orlginal layer .

«l paint should be left alone. Many

examples- of ‘18th century country -
.-fuenlture received their second and
“only additional coat of paint durlng

the 19th century. If @ plece has sur-

vived another 100 years without’a
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Premium 2 Acre Homesites
Quality Custom Built Homes

Will Build To Suit
from...° 284,900

Located South of 9 Mile -

West of Taft
Cunmclrnau{lcvn
(313) 380-8888
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SHORES OF COMMERCE
CUSTOM BUILT 1AKE ACCESS HOMES
on Commurce Lake

w $149,900

MPORARY and TRADITIONAL STYLES
352" WATER FRONTAGE

Features Include
+ 3 Bedroams
© 212 Bathy
+ Full Basctnent
- Fully Carpeted .
*2 car attached Gurage
« Family Room with large
ﬂrephc:

© v Kitehen with builtans
and eating ares
g F

= And much, much imare
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For more information call  Mon.-Fri, 1:6 W
$ol.-Sun, 1-§ j
559-7300  (Gosesnurscy) \fommrnne

Call 362-4120

ABUT WOULDN'T YOU RATHER CALL IT HOME?
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LIVONIA'S BEST BUY

OFFICT: 788 0020
saes orrice: 522:9210
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Ciosed Thursdays
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A PRIVATE

+ 3 Floor Plans

» Private Entrances
- GE Appliances

- Cathedral Ceilings
- Carport

From

41‘2-5 Dally « Thursdny
981-6550

SALES OY CENTURY 2

68,500

COMMUNITY

WITH ITS OWN
4.5 ACRE NATURAL PARK

+ 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Madels

© 1991
BEAUTIFICATION
AWARD
WINNER

2-8 p.m.

1. HARTFORD SOUTH. INC.




