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Pet dog
revived
after fire

By Susan Steinmuelier
stalf wrlter

. A 2%-year-old galden retriever,
found unconscious after inhallng
smoke [nslde a burning house, was
recoverlng Saturday afiernoon
after Farmington Hills firefighters
saved the dog's life.

The fire started In the kllchcn.
near the stove, sometime
between 8:45 and 10 a.m,, fire
Investigator At Ellls said.

The cause of the fire, on the
36000 block of Johnstown in the
Grand Rlver-Drake Road area,
continucs to be [nvestigated,

Fite loss to the structure and
contents was es{lmated at
$100,000. Structural damage was
heaviest In the kitchen,
tirefighters sald,

""Any time a house fills up with
smoke, you are golng to have
major damage because
cverything absorbs the smoke
smell and just about everything
wlll have to be repalnted,” Ellls

sald.

“FIREFIGHTERS USED
oxygen {o revive the dog at the
scene. After treatment at Plaza
Veterlnary Hospital in
Farnington, the dog returned
home the same day.

*'1 was surprised,” sajd Bob
Rebtoy, Farmington Hills
assisiant to the fire chlef,
describing how he went back to.
the clinlc to check on the dog a
couple of hours after carrylng
hlm in. “The dog Jumped up nnd
gat all excited when he saw me.,"

Ells gave this nctnunl of the
rescue:

A resident of tbc two-story
brick Nouse discovercd smoke
and flames when she returned
home about 10 a,m. Saturday. No
onc else was home.

‘The resident discovered the
dog, unconscious from smoke
inhalatlon, next te a door leading
to the attached garage.

After calling the fire |
depariment, a contractor hetped
her move the dog to the driveway
and wrap it ln a blanket.

That’s where Rebloy found the
dog unconsclous. Afier cheeklng
that the firetighters had the fire
under control, Rebtoy
administered a batile of oxygen
to the prone: dog. He then drove it
to thc Vclcrinnrknn

R REBTOY, an animal
lovet such rescues help make hls

Jjob so worthwhile.

“This {sn’t the first tlme we've
done that,” he sajd. “If we have
the personne, we'll glve oxygen
to the dogs. The dogs, not -
knawlng what oxygen ls, will put
thelr nose right in.
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Schools eye plan
to double number
of voting precincts

By Casoy Hans
stotf writer

Voters In Farmington schoo) elections
would get some rellef feom tong lines and

lengthy waits at the potls If a proposal to dou-

ble the number of precincts |s appraved.

The Farmingten schoal board voted Jan, 28
to Introduce a mea-
surc which would in-

. crease the number of
See Page 2 polling places (rom
for map four {o elght. If the.”
oullining pollcg"_1 tflt:nxe ls inpl
proved, the precine
. boundarles cxpansion could be
of proposed  donc for the upcom-
"+ Ing June school clec-
new voﬂng tion, sald business |
precints. support scrvices di-
rector Betsi

Rothrock, who coor-
. dinates electlon ae-

tlvities for the district. .
1f adopted, the proposal must be approved

by the state, which Jocal offlcials sald ks usual--

Iy a formality, The change would increase the
cost of a school clectlon from $8,200 to
$10,000, sald assistant superintendent for
finance Bruce Barrett.

The change would help the district coordi-
nate better with precincts in city and gencral

electlons in Farmington 1kills; those precinct

boundarics are expected (o be changed In
comlng months as political redistricting ls
done in Michigan, according to Hills clty clerk
Kathryn Dornan.

The schoo! changes would also 3;
vote tallies because the city will be able to
1ally many precincts by computer, ..

VOTERS CAST ballots |n different places
{for school and cliy elections, even though the
Hills does much of the 1allylng work for
schoal clections.

There was a public outcey in February of

. 1991 when the Farmingion school district held

a special election asklng for two operatlonal
millage increases, which were soundly defeat-
od, But because of publicity surrounding the
clection, bath pro and con, some 10,515 voters
crowded the polls, cnnslng waltsof uptoan
hour and prompting some residents to Jeave
without casting a vote.

Small turnout percentages [n past school
electlons made the precincts at three district
middle schools and Farminglon Tralning Cen-
ter workable, but Rothrock said schoal offi- -
clals were already looklng at making precinet
changes because of the population Increase [n
the Farmington arca in recent years, .

The current precincts serving school elec-
tions include;

@ Precinet 1 — Farmington Training Cea-
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Hills, state cops, feds

By Jonnne Maliszewaki
sta!f writor

36-hour
Farmlnglcn Ilills patice, U.S. Secret Service

and Michigan State Police cracked what Is be-

tieved 1o be a nationwide computer fraud ring

operating from Farmington Hills and Involy- -

Ing men from Canton, Livonia and Plymouth.
Farmington Hllls police brlefly detained
the five men, who ihey say agreed Thursday
0 cooperate with the investigation. Gakland
County and federal prosccutors are revlewlng
the case to determine what charges will be

- filed ngainst the five men — one from Farm-

ington Hills, two from .Llvonia, one from
Plymouth, and on¢ from Canton, sald Farm-
tngton Hills detectlve Sgt. Charles Nebus.

The five men were not !dentl"cd pending
arrest and arraignment.

“They are computer hackem. said I-‘:.\rm-

‘crack computer ring

“Ington Hills detective Patrick Montl, "l‘hcy
have a high iével of expertise in computers.””
Members of the atleged fraud ring appar-
ently gained access to computers of credit re-
porting companies and used Information, such -

- as eredit card numbers, credlt limit, card bal-
- ance, and card holder names, to order com-
puter equipment, Montl sald.

Purchases of computer cquipment were
bitled to people who had no idea their credit
card numbers and informatlon were belog
used to place the orders, Montt satd,

THE 36-HOUR investigation began early

Wednesday, Jan, 29, with a telephone call to

Farmingten Hills. palice -from "a computer
company with- offices in Hawall and Texas.
Company officials .told police they believed

lke a meal-a:e approach: 1 think it
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Ex—trustee raps new agenda format

his concerns earllcr In the month and
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By Casay Hans
siatf writor.

A former Farmington school trus.
tee has decried a new school board
policy, that changes when and how
the public can speak at school board
mectings.

. The new pollcy nﬂec!s scheol

. board mceting agendas, moving gen-
.eral public commenis “toward the

end of the agenda and consolldating
publlc comment:on agenda lems (o-
the beglnning of the meeting. -

. Previously, general publlc com-

ment was listed prior to thc superin-

- tendent’s report in the middle of the -

agerida, and members of the publlc
could speak on indlvideal agenda.
ltems as the board was considering
them.

“It represents, to me, & cutback
. 7. in public participation and open-

‘. ness,” sald atlorney Michael -

Shplece, 34, a Farmington Hilla resi.’
dent who served on the school board

*'from 1975 to 1983 and currently sits

on an ethlcs commitice for the cliy
of Farmington Hills,
1t {the pollcy) looked much more

I$ a very blg step backwards, | am
very disappointed,” Shpicce sald at
the Tuesday school board meeting.

HE TOLD lhp board that “unfor-
tunately, democracy. takes some
tlme" and called the change a “dark
day” in what he said had been a poll-
cy‘and tradlilon of openness. He said

* he applauded the role of community

gadtlies, and added that “I don't
mind swatting them once In a
whlle,”

Shplece had advised the board of

sald he would appear at'the Tuesday
meeting o speak about R,

Board President Jack Cotton had
delayed Implementing the new agen-
da format. untll trustees heard
Shplece’s comments. The format
was (o have been jmplemented at
the beginnlng of the month.

On Tucsday, the board added the
Pledge of Atleglance to the meeting;
the aew format Is expected to be ine
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cadio b et o dacmri o Dealer plcketed for forelg n sales
varlous produets. -
scOnlkln:d lelnﬁlllogelll:rrnn We Il:ic'n . s k i _ - ,
rvlce Agency at two v ‘By unnau: '

' l-‘nnnu‘lngtunkllllis‘lwnl!lvmgxh . to our readers. stofl wiltor .
month to take pletures for the T :
OLHSA Senlor Discount Program, * Flfteen Ford Wixom plant employces, on week- About 15 mom- -
which allows senlor discounts on compllments long temporary layalf, took their views to Farm- bers of the Unit-
prescription drugy, eyeglasses, compk“nts ington Hills Friday when mcy picketed the Bob od Auto Workers
aute parts, rustproofing, dry- Saks Motor Mall, - picket the Bob

* |cleanlng, hair care, clothing, Concqrns Michael Walrod, a Drighton resident and UAW Saks Molor Mall

restaurants and other things.

An OLHSA photographer will be
at the Detroit Bapilst Manor, 30245
13 Mile, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. an
‘Thursday, Feb, 8, and at the Mercy

Local 36 member, said that he hopes other locals
will take thelr Jead'in protesting businesses which
sell foreign products, especlally aulomoblles,

. 'We want to get the messago out to buy Ameri-
-can,” sald Walrod, a welder and Livonia Bentley

at .Grend River
and -Drake In
Farmington Hills
Friday.

If you have uny
of them, call us

Senlor Center, 26600 11 Mile, from - ! Itigh Schoo! graduate, who's worked 15 years at

10 30 a,m, ta noon on Friday, Feb. 24 HOURS mfwtxoxor? pl‘nrn:‘l '13\:' t‘l.mn'we get tald u'\}l we're

A bay | golngtodo (hls. I lhcy go to one shift, I'll get Jald

Sccal“ lh': llou (;rmlolbl‘(ﬁ-& ;lzﬂ?;:g : off, Our goal Is to da ihs untll the cconomy pleks
rvice Network at 1-| ! up,
for more Informatlon. Other senlor 953-2042 o l
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sltes are also belng sought.
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