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‘tu,nefulﬂl

By Larry 0*Connor
siafl writer *

o Wally's world, thece's plenty to |

poXefun about.

K targets such as’ farmers,

geeks, . politleally currect” hipples,
wacke reommates, old girlirlends’

L. with avae and cities with less than

sterling ‘repitations get lampooned

with Wally Pleasant’s jagged acous-
tir xirumming sind piercing volee

The 1985 graduate of Blr 1
Groves High Schoo) doesn't mean 1o
be mean. In fact,. he wonders out

- loud 17 hls “Ode to Detroit” cut on his
ase, “Songs About Stull,”
might have gone oo far.

*1 think In ibat sang atiout Detroit
. - 1 was a little mean,” said Pleasant,:
* 24, who compares the Motor City to
Belrut in une reference. “But I was
bummed oul ‘about that- woman
(Joanne Was of . Farmington Hiils)
getting beat up in Deteoit and when
hear rumurs about how the clily gov-
.espment dvesa't run efficiently, ke
school board members ridiog in
Tanousines .- % . .
P'leasant shrugs his shoulders. Too
late now as “Sungs About Stuif” is
. already {n revord stores. And college
1adio in East Lansing has chosen to
play the Michigan State grad’s “Ode

"t Detroit” with particular glee.

Such is the muse ol a singer/
. sengwriter whose bitlng commentar-
1~ un the (mundane) buman condi- -
tion might rankle’a few: along the
y. Trady Pleasant’s songs are his
wwn, lwmotous ditties carved from

Aboul Stuft.”

joke, the city of Delroit takes a drubbing In.

real-lilc smages syncopated by
catchy litle rhymes. .

A LARGE PART of his material Is
strewn bits and morsels'from care-
free college existence. “He "yodels
about a house mate who skipped out,

owing a $400 phone bitl, In “Psycho
Roommate™ and ycarns for thuse-

simpler-days when a 2.9 GPA ‘was

" the foftiest goal to be reached in”

*Restless College Years.™ |

His finer moments are” achicved
when he turns 2 tad sentimental, re-
counting the Innocence and anxlety

- of a tirst date ln “First Love."

“A lot of times 1 have a deeper,

underlying tone in lhum."sald“?_lcus'-'

ant, . .
“I like 1o use humor-as a barometer,
When people are laughlng, you know

they'te, getting -the gist _of what:

you're saying."” .

Until recently, Pleasant’s audl

ence has primarily been of the colle-
glate variely. He started out as a
solovacoustic performer four years
ago, turning up for upen mike nights
a1 an area ¢lub. Priot to that, he'd
teen 1o a couple of bands and per-
formed - in -talent shows while at
Graves.

Thanks to sume solid radio sup-
port by WDBM-FM, Pleasant found
an immediate {ollowing in the East

* Lansing ared. A recard. store there
niediately sold out of 25 copics of
Songs About Stufl."

NOW THE challenge for Pleasant
is to expand heyond the campus
miirket. He's pechaps not technically
prolicient’ enough to woo the folk
crowd. (“ would -give up musical
ang vocal technique 3n order 10 glve
the emotion 1'm trying to get out. So
be'if I'm.excited, my velce will
cravk.”) Also, his solo acoustic act
tight be 100 obscure to headline at a

*

rack'n’roll venue. .

So far, Pleasant has found a niche,
opening up for fellow East Lansing:
power pop outfit the Hannibals

In the meantime, Pleasant contin:.
ues to write, 1le’s amassed 40 origic.
nals ~ already, “and is . continually
evolving as a songwriter, Inspired hy
1he story tetling capabilities of semi-
nal “60s folk artists Phil Ochs and
Aflue Guthrie. . .

*1 think 'm getting more, into
deeper themes and 1 like to keep the
humor aspect going,” Pleasant said.

“I'm apt'to wrile a song with humor .

not as a central theme but 1o till in

(he cracks to make sure people are

paying atiention.™ T
Wally Plensant

will hare a

“record release pariy 10 pan. Sat-

wrdap, Feb, 8, at the Garden Bowt,
Majestic  Theatre, 4140 Wounl-
ward,” Detroit.” For iniformation,
calt §33-9700. -
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renderings.

home-again theme.

Aside from musical accolades, Bloom at least de-

serves the Atlas VanLines Award
nioves in a career.

Though there has always been an immnediacy to his
inusic — mainly wrought through a fecvld style of elec-
tro-acoustic guitar playing — the enecgy of Ametican
big cily has obviausty worn off on him. His must appar-
eni souvenir of four years in New York is. Bloom’s Ir-
ishfied cover of LL Cool J's ] Need Love.” .

The rap number gets the complete pub treatinent
with brother Christy Moore playing bodtran and Gerry
O'Connor on the fiddle. No less odd Is Bloum's rap in.an

“The Acoustic Motorbike™ (Reprisc) shimmers with
like britliance, but the seiting has changed. This time
out Bloom {whose real name.is Barry Moore) purports
an lr!shmamwhwmqved-lw\murlca~and-mov¢-d-hnck-

rendition of Elv

Bixby, - -

“THE ACOUSTIC MOTORBIKE — Luka Bloom

" On “Riverside,” Luka Bloom's major label debut in
1990, the Irish singer/songwriter spoke of the transtor-
mation of & stranger in a strange 1and. Shaded with the
right inflection of brogue and the teniperament of un-
impatient romanticist, Bloot scored well wilh frish-
American audiences and beyond with his acoustic folk

Emerald Isle lilt; Yet Bloom manages to pull i1 off with
no injurics to cither
(though Jet’s hope he
Live Crew recordings lately).

‘The same eannof

his ar LL Cool J's good hame
hasn't taken a shine to any Too

be said, however; fot the bluesy
-Can't:Help Falllng in Love™ Nu .

matter the sincerity, the words of “the King™” may be
 best 1eft in the capable hands of Elvis Shelion and Bill

. Detter, though, is Bloom's connection and ensuing
wonderment with nature. A return lo his native Eire

reveals itsell in somewhat Arcadian, but hardly teary

for truns-Atlantic

coustic
Like home.

eyed, numbers of vast
“Exploring the Blue” bathes In its. simplicity and
deep yeacenings. By contrast, “‘Accustlc Motorbike,”
culled from countless cycling excursions on the West
Coast of Treland, seems chutiered with its various ani-
ma) sounds and extraneous’Instrumentation {djdgerida
courtsey of Hothouse Flower's Llam O'Maonlal). :
Motorbike™, displays a folk artist who is
willing to streteh oul beyond the-traditlonal seiting.
" But as Bloom would readily attest, there is no’place

beauty and pristine tranquility.

— Larry O'Connor
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Wally Pleasant has found plenty of things to “0Ode lo Detrolt” on his debut release, “Sanps . -
poke fun at in-his muslc, The brunt of many a . ..
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IN CONGCERT _
Monday. Feb. 3 : .

Jam

Wayne Stale University, Detrott.
22355

A
® Lovars and Madmon

Crans Ste

t Station, 511 W, Cross, Vp-

88050
® Tho Maltiad .. .
-7 uck's Cafe, 631 Church, Ann Arbar,
o147 :

® Chain Resctlon
Iuts, 17580 Frazha, 10t Mile and
. Roseville o

Tuesday, Feb. 4

@ Chisol Brothers with Thornotis

Tass Ave, across' from
ersity, Detroit

A2 238G
@ Vudu Hippies .
tick's Cale, 631 Church, Ann Atbor.. =~

Bhind 1Mg. 2085 Fuest, Ana Arbor.

i -ASSY

& Bob Glbson

The Ark, #3715 Mains, Ann Arbar.

611481

Wednesday. Feb. 5

-@ Born Nokod ’ N
*.Hick’s Cale, 611 Church. Ann Arbor.

ri47

F

Wikl gusefoem in a benefit for Presiden-
Tai Markin, at the Blind
st Ann Arbar. -

555
\or Clty Music Cartsl
5756 Cass Ave., across from
State University, Detroit, =
i) . :

® Immunity C R
Cross Street Station, 511 W. Ceons, Yp-

stanli, .

4855050

® Harmabe -~ -
Rick's Cafe. 611 Church. Anp Arbor,

® Odosso N
Paychich’s Lounge, 2932 Camtf, Ham-

trameh

AT30234

nk Allison and the Odd Sox .

@ Kori Newhousn
Blind $12, 208 S First, Ann Arbor.
LH9GR355 .
@ Annp Waldman .
- A pou{ with Tiob Dylan's' Rolling Thun«
der. Hesue at Alvin's, 5756 Cass Ave,
acewss ftim Wagne State University, De-
= roil ' .
'833-2255 .
® Seou Ghy Gun .
With Mushtoomhead at 3-D, 18313 N
Maln, near 12 Mile ltoad, Royal Oak.
(ANgR144 :
® Al & Emily Cantroll
. The Ark.637% Main, Ann Arbar,
FEI-I4ST .
® Psycholunkapus .
With Skinharse 31 Todd's, 8139 E. Sev>
. en Mile Itaad, Detrot
- 366-TODD
* @ RudeAllce
A tribute.to Alice Cooper at The Ritz, -
12580 Frazho, 103 Mie and Gratlot,
Ruseville
© TIN50

Frday, Feb. 7
Holy Cows R
Ceos Streel Station. 511 W. Cross, Yp-
< wlanti.- . :

TN 156 .

® Soulhgoing Zak

Ttick's Cafe, 611 Church, Asn Arbor.

awiLTdT . .

. @ Trinidad Tripoli Stool 8and

- HIind P, 208 §. First, Ann Arbor.

RECR A

® The Holmes Brothars

Sully’s. 4758 Greenfield, between Mich- :
: 1gun Avenue and Ford Road, Dearborn.
“aen-1920
@ Blue Oystor Cull.

Todd’s, 8139 E. Seven Mile Hoad, cas
of Van Dyke, Detrast
whTODD 7
@ Reinbleds

With Happy as Clams and Hope Or-
chestra ut Payeheck Lounge, 2632 Camil,
Hamlramek. . B :
K4
® Famous Coachman's Blues
Festival .

. With Willie D Warren, Jefl Maylin and
olhers at Alvins, 5756 Cass Ave., actosy’
from Wayne State University, Detroit.
AT22355 . .

» RFD Boys L

The Ark, 637%z Main, Ann Arbor.

%

The Four Hafoaman
The fitir, 17580 Frazho, 10% Mile and

Gratiol, Hosewslle,
TTANISH .

Seven Mile Hoad. cast
L. .

rma

1th Imitation of Lufe at Lah’s 21,2930
Jacob, Hamizamek S

| NT56S58

Saturgay, Feh. 8
@ Gangstor Fun |
With Black Mali a1 St Andrew’s Hall,
131 E. Congress, Detzoit: '
i MELT ©
® Maitres .

L]
W

t Station, 313 W. Cross. Yp- )

4535050 .
® Holmos Brothers -

Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996.2347 ;

Robyn  Hitchcock - & The
Egyptians . will perform 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12, at:
the Rayal Oak Muslc Theatre, -

@ Altle’ | T
* " Blnd iz, 208 S First, Ann Arbor
YU-K355 .
® Hope Orchestra

's, 5756 Cass Ave. across from
ate Umversity. Detroil

AJL-2355
® Junk Monkays

With Happy .Tum Show at at Lil's 22,
2930 Jacab, Hamtramek '
KT56355

STREE SENSE
‘Base your decisio

. hear Barbara, c
My .husband just linished “three

mectings per week.
Hls "attitude obaut all of this is

weeks of inter day for,
«narijuana addictinn at 2 Tocal hospi-
jal."He has used the drug for more
- Ikian 20 years (off-and on.with perl-
o of abstinence}, and It has heen a
problem which has slowly eroded the

foundailon of vur marelage (honesty - .

and trust) for.the last 10 years. -
Finally, at the cnd of June, 1
cainght him using again (be suppos-
“ediy had been clean for 18" months)
and gave him an ultimatum — treat-
- ment ar divorce. -

. Tréatment was the lesser of two
cvils, ‘apparently, . The lssue was
* hrought out by his counselor in the
program that Blll's {reatment was
mostly -0 "head trlp” {intellectunt)
rather than a “heart (rip.” flis coun-
- selop talked -about the emotlonat
. tepression Bill has, which Is proba-

. bly a lifclong thing. (Bill s 42) ~ ~
The program dld nol get through
(a him ctnotlonally to any great de-
* giee, although he found it “interest-
. Ing, Informative, neat" etc. Now he
;I3 -béglnning _a six-month ‘commlt-
ment for affercare, which will jn-
volve ope group meeling per week
- plus twp NA {Narcotles Anonymous}

falrly coop
part that this 1s samething to just be

.“gotten through.” "I'm willing to go

along with whatever they said,” is.
whathesald. *.* e .

1 think a lot of his resentment
stems from the fact that the main
(hng ke wanted to do is to STOP
SMOKING POT, and thls, in his opin-
fon, has been done. Now, he says,
EVERYONE waqts him to make blg
changes In who he I8 as a person, Le.
become less artiflelal hnd agreelng
wilh.¢veryone, more genulne, more
fecling and emotionally ‘available,
ele. . . -

I might mentlon we are-both

_ACOAs (Adult Chlldren of Alcohol-
Ics} and his role was (i3) deflnitely

Lost Child. le hod no interest in ad-

-dressing hls ACOA issues — fecls

quite comfortable that the "past Is

past™. " . ) LR
Anghow, with thls background, my

question for you ls, arc there any

“guidelines” on what you would hope

to seé in o “recovering person,” both
positive and negative? .
After his three weeks, he seems 50

Ive although | sense a |
“lot.of resentment and a belief on his

n what is true at that time

burnied cut on the subject that, right
,now, the mention of words like “ad-
diction, recovery,” etc., cause him to
react with Instant feustration. Yes-
terday, he sobbingly explained to nie
that he is happy with who he Isas.a
persen and that he iso't going to be
“ortured”” to become someone he
lsn't to fit some mold.
He is opin to'the Idea of emotionat
growth, but stresses that he Is who
he Is and has had the exact same
personality since he was a small
child, d.c., Joner, not very soclal aut-
side hls own family, etc. .
. s It possible for a persen to really
- recover and essentlally be'the same
' person?-1've talked lo ather recover-
ing peopl¢ who laugh and say thlngs
liké “Oh, you wouldn't have liked me
before . -, . I wouldn't have liked me
before . .. I'm a totally different
person naw, tnore oulgolng and hon-
¥st, able to connect with. people,”
ete, . .
This was said by an alcohollc with
five years'.recovery -who really hit,
rock bottom before he got help. My
hushand never reached “rack..bot

tom." He has been In 2 class all hls’

adict; even his counsclor
Perfect attendance at work,

own as
agres

“all Wiouse jobs taken care of, fairly -

good [father, fairly good husband,

ete. . . .
‘Do big changes go.hand-in-hand
with a successful recovery? Can he.
be recovering but not - changing?
Somehow, 1 think not. It Just seems
Iike change would have to acconipa-
ny growth. et ‘.

1 know a lot of this will be answer~
ed as the coming six months unfold.
In.the meanttme, [ am entering a co-
dependent program.at lenry Ford
Hospital, Because of Nar-Anon, 1
have reallzcd that I am sick, teo, and
need help. . .

"1 have so much fear about his re-

-covery, I- am' giving myself 12

months to make a declslon about my
future with him. I might mentlon we
have two pre-teen -davghters, which
complicates any declslon I might

make. P .
-, U'know this Jetter Is lengthy, but [
would -appreciate your lasight Into
the-question of what to expect with
recovery. I.have come to know you
and’ respect _you through your col-
umn. In the. paper for o few’ weeks
recently, 1 was. concerned” that it
“went away,™ so I was glad to se¢

. you back this week?

Your sease of cacing, wanting o
help, along with your willingness to
s u're not always perfect either
really given me the sense of a
real. persen™ behind - the column,
and | hope you can share a little of
youeself with me.

Dear Cheryl.
T read your letter and felt how

. deeply troubled your situation would

be for any wile.
tn your letter. you present a'treat-
ment program (or yourself and your

husband for the next six months. My

Immediate response to you would be
to take thls time {o sce what hap-
peéns. Then, base” any further deéci-

* sians on what Is true at that time,

Many individuals who have- at-
tended AA meetings have staried
with aftiludes ke your husband.
Soine of them have 'changed dramat-
jeally, Jike the inan you refer o in
your lelter. Somc, as you fear with
your husband, have faited, - s

Make 1hls a trial of 1abor, and put
110 percent effort into it, If you do
that perhaps you will change in six
mouths and then you will see {hings
clearly and know what to Jo. As you

Cheryl

Barbors Schift -

* are pow, you are naturally indecl-
sive, If you change, you may be deci-
slve. .

1 hope this helps to some degree.
~Keep in touch. I know that we will
allleain from your experience.

1If pou have ¢ question or com-
ment for Barbora Schiff, a
trained  therapist and cxperi-
enced counselor, send it to Street
Sense at 36251 Schooleraft, Lito.
[ZUR LIS N o



