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Leap year
Putting up with 1 more day of winter.

Skywatehing? In InFeb-

ruary? Isa't that like a bird watcher
looking for passenger pigeons? Per-
haps It's not quite that hopcless, but
the inordinate amount of cloudy
weather .we have had this scason
certainly has made looking at the
sky extremely difficult, :

7
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1f the weather permits,
ers will see some extremely close
conjunctions (groupings} in the
mornlng sky between Venus, Saturn
and Maes. Uranus and Neptunc are
alse [nvalved, but bolh are very falnt
and are not going to be visible.
February Is. the shortest month of
. the year. Tt usuatly contalns only 28

days, but this year there are 29. Why -

the varlatlon? The' reason can be
blamed on politics in Roman times.
‘The anclent Roman calcndar orig-
inally began with the -month of
*March and ended with February. It
was an imperfect calendar and, over
the course of many centurles, was no
“longer in synchronlzation with the
‘seasons. Calendar reform was badly
needed, -

THE CALENDAR would have
been much casier to deal with If our
year {the time It takes the carth to
complete one orbit around the sun}
were exactly 360 days long. There

- could be 12 months, each having 30
days. Unfortunately the carth takes
255.26 days to complete its orblt and
those extra 5.26 days complicated
matters. .

1t was Jullus Caesar who brought
the calendar back into step with the
seasons, decreeing that the months

would allernate in tength, having ci-

ther 31 or 30 days. March, the tradl-
1lonal first month of the year, was

given 31 days. April followed with 30

days, May had 31 and so on. By the
1ime February, the 1ast month of the
year, rolled around therc needed 1o
be only 29 days 10 add up to a total
“of 365. February would have lis full
30 days only once every 4 years to

Bullock

allow for leap year. .~
Belng very pleased with the re-

. sults, Julius Caesar named one of the

months “July” to honor:himself. His

. successor was his nephew Augustus,

who felt that he was entitled to have
a' month -named for him -as well,
heace the month. August. Butl be-
cause August followed a month of 31
days, It had only 30 days of lts own.
Believing he was every bit as good
as Julius, Augustus declded that his
month should have just -as many
days as July, so he took one day
from February and added It o Aug-
ust, That Jeft February wlith onty 28
days, or 29 on leap years, PR

In 1292 February gets its full com-
plement of days, and we have to put

up with an extra day of winter! The *

good news is; the amount of sunlight
we receive Increascs by -one hour
and 14 minutes thls month. P

Sunrisc on Feb. 1 was at 7:47 a.m.
The sun sets at $:50 p.m. This allaws
for a possible (and, unless the weath-

. er condjtions [mprove, unllkely} 10,
hours and three minufes of sunshine, ~
“ On the 29th, these times are 7:09

a.m. and 6:26 p.m., for o possible 11
hours and 17 minutes of sun.

The month gets off to a great
start. The moon is located betwceen
the earth and the sun and s not visi-

reappear In the evening sky on the
ath. . '

THE MOON'S WAXING (growing) -
crescent makes it look like a smite -1 |

rising perpendicular to the horizon.

- cvenlgg sky on the dth.

curs one hour befare sunrise on the
morning of the 7th. Bright Venus ls
one degree above Uranus, Neptune s
1.4 degree below and (o the left of
Venus, and Mars is slx degrees
low and to the left of Yenus, On the
next mornlng, Venus is 0.3 degree
from Neptune and 1.8 degree to the
left of Uranus, and Mars Is five de-
grees from' Venus, Of the four plan-
cts, Venus and Mars will be the only
two you'll see, .
‘The moon Is at flrst quarter phase

pleted the first-quarter- of Its orbit

around the earth. It Is approachlng

the Pleiades (PLEE a dees) star

cluster on the evenlng of the'11th. On

the next evening’ the -moon has
passed the Plelades (“shoulder't of
Taurus) and is seven degrees above

*Aldebaran {(at DEB a ran), the bull’s ©
“oyer h b

. Ml:‘rcury is'at superlor conjuncilon
‘on the marning of the 12th, 1t Is lo-
cated behind the sun, as seen from

* the earth, and I3 not visible. The best

evening appearance of Mercury oc-

- curs In the springtime, and the plan.

ot wlll make an early,showing at the .
cnd of this month.- -:

On Friday, the 14th, the moon Is in
the constellatlon of Geminl, near the .

“foot™ 'of Castor. Watch for the. .

“smiling"’ moon to reappear In the

Raymond Bullack i3 the former
coordinator of the, planctarium
and observatory of the Cranbrook
Institute of Science in Bloomficid
Hills. He currently works for a
Troy firm which speciatizes in

- {user displaps and effects.
ble. Watch for the "smlllng” moonto - . . .
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Affording the best is not the
question...finding the best is.

@3 BORTZ HEALTH CARE

Skilled Nursing. Facility » Medicare Approved
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‘at 11:15 a.m; on the 11th. it has com-
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"~ GERVAIS FURS ¥

to immediately liquidate all 1991 inventory
‘under City of Windsor license #24626.

Gervais Furs must generate sales now!
: No reasonable offer refused!

CITY OF WINDSOR
LICENSE #24626
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PLUS! Lynx, Muskrat, Sheared Beaver, Sable, Silver Fox, Blue Fox -

Everything must be sold to make room for new 1992 inventory!
This is a one-time-only offer. No dealers, please. Prior sales excluded.
CASH o VISA » MC:* PERSONAL CHECK ¢ LAYAWAYS

. . Yuse Tiome Rearny IsA Diprerince:
+ Canadian Furs T
Duty Free . 'y
¢« Canadian Taxes
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« Full Premium
on ULS. Funds

762 Ouelleite Ave., Downtown Windsor @ Tall Free (313) 496-1895
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OPEN SUNDAY

‘Noon - 5 p.

Free Packing at Rear of Store
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SECTION IS COMING
O n Thursd;\y. March 26. vwe will

pubfish a premiere sectlon devoted
to fashlon in the Spring of ‘92,

This dramatlc supplement to
your hometown newspaper will-
comblne lavish splashs of color .
with ihteresting Informatlon related
_to the latest Jooks for spring.

Measuring 10%4" x 17." Spring -
Fashion wlit have the fresh, new

Bloomfleld, West Bloomfield, Troy,
Rochester, Southfleld and
Farmington) with total market
coverage In the Birmingham and

! ‘Bloomfield area.

Advertising detalls arc readily
avallable from our sales
representatives who will be glad to -

: reserve your space In this exclting
new sectlon today.

look of a large, quality magazine. |  Call—
If you are In a fashlon-related 644-1100 ext. 231
buskness, an advertlsement In this In Qakland County or
- supplement Is a must! 591-2300 ext. 2153,
Your message [n Spring Fashion in Wayne County
will reach 94,000 homes in affluent Don't miss our Monday, March 2nd

Ike coated aluminum and perform
smoothly In any weather. Yet, won't
scraich, pit, rot, corroda or mildsw.

# SERVICE: For over 47 years, wa
have manufactured and inslalled our
quallty replacement windows and
backed them with the strongest
guarantee in the Industry, -

& SAVINGS: In order to manulactire
and install thousands of windows every
ysar we purchase large quantilles of
materlals at volume discounis and pass
these savings on to you enabling us fo
sell windows for less. .

Oakiand County (Blrmingham, .

Spring Fashion deadiline.

WALLSIDE
FACTORY.

TILL APRIL '92
100% FINANCING .
AVALASLE

For A Free No Obligation
In-Home Estimate
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

LET US

s R PROVE IT... 272 - 400

Dot i 48227 ‘\'ullslde ‘\'Indow actory 1s00-5a17e00

’ Factory & Showroom, FREE No Obligation In-Homa Estimates
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