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EMEAC applauds ruling on DNR changes

Democeats  and  eavisonmental
Wroups ncluding the Blimingham-
bised b.nl Michlgan Envirenmenta)
(l were ecstatic that a
Rutional Gov.

ler's rearg
state Department ot Natiral Re
sources,

Engler wi)l ask the Court of
Appeals to reverse the deeision of
Irgham Circuit Judge 1’eter Huuk
s executive arder abolishiag 19

iton of the

in pra

boards and commissions within the
DNt and giving more authority ta
: NI dlrn-rlur was due Lo take ¢f-

il
tve director of EME
would net want to the, attorney
Ruing 1o court n;;lnw( anguage as
strong as Judge Houk's.”

C Joined four other groups
ing llouk “for a declsion that

Appeals court sends Diamond

Mortgage head back to prison:

a1 should not have objected. The .

Convicted mortgige scitn artist.
Hartan Greenbery may find hunself
back in prison cather thao ina Ponti-
a2 hadlway house after a slate Court
of Appeals decision,

Atterney General Frank Ketley
d.the appeliate rulwg, revess:
Gakland Circuit Co
dmng the Dey

Coiirt. of Appeals reversed,
he cieenit court had no
o inlervene in prison decisions, |

saying

“In his role as the president of A,

Obie anil chairman of ihe-board of
Miemnnd Mog v, both Reomticld
Hills fifmi. Green

TH wis convict-”

recognizes fundamental rlghts of
private citizens to know what thelr
government is doing and 1o have

their voldes heard by decislon mak-

ers™

- They added, By  ramming his
anti-enviropment. exccutlve orders
down the throats of the public, the

. governor lefi us oo cholcc” tut 10

sue.

SWE'RE VERY LLATED," Harrls

. satd. “We're suying there needs to be

some changes {in the DNR). ‘We did
not wanl to ge 1o courd, but.the gov-
ertor's office left us no choice.

“What the judge has, stated ad-
dresses the coneerns of eavironmen:
ml gruup\ and reaches lhc right re-

S.lld lluusr: Speaker Lewls Dodak,

. D-Birch Run, a plaintiff with- four

other lawmakers: "For the second
time, Gov. Engler has been turned
away by the courts in hls attempt to
surp the powers and responsibilitles
of the Legistature. Not anly docs the
executive order violale the constitu-
tion,. it shuts the public out ‘of envi-
rontnental policy In Michigan.”
Michlgan Unlted Canservation

Clubs filed a third sult, Houk ruled

all kad standing to suc and consoli-
dated the cases.

HOUK'S 12PAGE opinlon said
the governor lacked constitutlonal
authority to ceeate a new DNR, to
reassign responsibllities and to re-
m public hearings functions from
water and air pollution boards.

Houk’s answers to key
puints:

. Thc gavernor ay not abolish

tegal

DON'T PAINT YOUR
" "RADIATORS

commissions whose functlon Is to
hold public hearings. . .The Water
Resources Commission and Alr Pol-
lution Control Commission are but
two examples of where citizens can
vxpress concerns over Individual and
pullcy decision.” But the Judge found

“no violation of Open Mectings,
Freedem: of Information and
Revised Judicature Acts.”

# The constitution “doesa’t ex-
pressly aulhorize the governor to
create new departiments.” P.ﬂglnrs
order “does violence In the extreme”
1o the separation of legislative and
executive puwers.

o “The governur may not desig:
pate the chalrperson of the Natural
Hesources Comimission.” The Legis-
lalure empowered the commission
to elect its nwn officers

® “The governor may not defe-.
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gate powrr to persons not authorlzed -
by statute to exercise it Engler's
order allewed the DXR direclor to
delegate power to lssue permits.

® Engler's order  allowed ag-
grieved persons 1o "seck direct re- "
view” by the Natural Resources
Comnmissinn *While (ks is seemlng.,
1y benign, it has not been authorized
by-the constitutton or the Leglsla-
ture, and potentially creates an en-
tirely new level of buseaucracy for

iness 1o negotinle with govern-

‘The order has budgetary im-
plications for the department and
for the courts, which should be de-
cided in the Legislature, not'the ex-
veutive branch.™

Staff writers Tim Richurd and
Judith - Berne contributed to this
l'pnrl
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