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Retired analyst defends buymg American

By ‘Wayne Peal
stalf wrlter

" It's casy to picture Ray Windecker
as an automotive Don Qulxote, rld-
ing Into battle with'a hubcap for a

. shicld and a brlefease full of atatis-

Alcs as his weapon,
‘Think American’ automobiles are

: vasily inferior to those made In Ja-

fan? Windecker will hit you with a
Floriua "lemon index” showlng few-

, ¢r clalms against GM cars than any
other models,

Then, he'll whip cut anothér sur- *

vey showing 1.64 complaints from
every 100 Pontlac owners compared
wilh a near-cqual 1.6 from those who
own a Nissan.

Then he'll.a quote from another

rvey. .
Slncc rcllrlng‘l‘h years nzu as a

. Ford Molor Co. rescarch analyst, --

Windecker has waged a - one-man
campaign in defense of U.S. automo-

biles from hls Livonla home,

From a newly-made office, he
tuns American Autodatum — an fn-
formatlon service billed among the
world’s most accurate when it comes
to auto speclfics.

“l had the extra room and I
thought, why not,” he said,

Since then, he's wrltten columns |

for varlous newspapers and automo-

tive publicatlons — ‘and woe be to .

any reporter whose research is less
palnstaking than Windecker's own.

“HE'S THE Kind of guy who'll call
up ‘a,newspaper reporter ‘and ‘call
hlm'an 8.0.B. right over the phone,”

McCosh, who has known

for more than a decade. "Hls statls-
tics always go againsi the grain of

-what is belng accepted as common

knowledge."

. Once, that meant refuting clalms
of rival U.S. automakers. Today, that
means attacking whole-hearted ac-
ceptance af Japancse automotive su-

periority. . -
Satistied Honda, Toyota and Nis-
san drivers may scolf, but Windeck-

er's basle premise is that U.S. auto- -

makers = while hardly perfect —

can compete If only glwzn the:

chance,
. Nearly 15 years ago, Wlndcckcr
tted a detalled history of " the

Dan McCosh -
sald. "Dut as for as hly own figurcs,

I've ncver h:ld any problem with
them.”

Windecker takes pride and .no
small plensure [n his reputation as a
debunker,

. “He's a rcal Iconoctast,” safd

0OCC offers 6 months pay
to senior faculty members.

Hoping to (rim operating ex-
penscs, Gakland Community College
Is offering an carly buy-out to ad-
ministrators and’ faculty members
nearing retirement.

A package approved by the OCC
board of trustecs last week offers

. half a year's salary to anyone with

15 years or more of service: About
300 of OCC's 800 full-time employ-
ecs are cligible, according to spolu:s-
man George Cartsonls.

This [s the second time OCC has

. offered early retirement as an op-

tion. ‘The other time was In 1982
when, not colncldentally, Michlgan
and OCC also faced a hleak econo-

my. . :
OCC Chancellor Patsy J, Fulton
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said the carly retlrement ‘otfer this,
time is again linked to hard times.
Most administrators who retive car-
1y will not be replaced and faculty

positions vacated will be fllled. on 2~ -
'scle:uve basis.

* This and other belt is

Japanese market, showing, he said,.
how that natlon’s automakers built -

- . thelr markets at forelgners’ expense.

The 1930s cxclusion of GM and

- market to
decker sald President Bush’s recent
. trlp did Jittle to brlng that about.

- that
"bargains" ncluully rnb lhc domestic

cconomy,

“For eyery $10,000 you buy from
a pon-reciprocal country, It costs
U.S. taxpayers $3,000," Windecker
sald, citing balance of trade flgures,
declinlng domestic operattons and,
ultimately higher property taxes o
cover their loss,

The key'is opening the Japancse
U.5. goods, though Win-

“Don’t listen (o George Bush, lls.

ten o what the an:muc are say-
ing,” hie sald.
" Whlle.some might doubt hls fig-
ures, or. call him a Japan-basher,
there is Mitle doubt Wlnﬂccker prac-
tices what he preaches.  * .

His home computer. isn't Japa-

Ford from a lable. Japanese
market, he argued, cost US. auto-

‘makers the .chance to learn from

Japanese breakthroughs cven though

pre- and post-war Japanese auto- .

makers toured U.S, plants freely,

“I sent It to dozens of newspapers ©

and ony ane, the Toledo Blade, cx-
pressed nny Interest at al),” hv re-
called..

Today, Wlndeclu:r 1s getting more
media attention — he recently wrote
an edltorial page oplnion plece for

the Detroit Netws — but he worrles.

the battle may already be Jost,
- “ALLT
wil) fade,” he sa!d “That's because

needed, Fulton told trustees, because
of antlclpated reductions In state ald
for the 1992.93 year,

Eatly retlrements will begln Junc
1. But {hose Interested must apply by.
April l. .

most 1y 1l

llterate. This lsn't jlul about the au-

tomotlve business but’ about busl-
ness, period.”

Economle llteracy - at lcasl ac-

- cording lo Wlndeckcr — stems from

Available at: -
" Arbor Drugs, F&M, Meier,
Perry Drug Storesand
other fine drug stores.

111S Buy Amerlcan stulf; It

de, . nor are the cyeglass
frames he wears. .
“There may- be’ only . two U.S,

frames In the store, compared with -

200 frames from Talwan and every
place else,” he sald "Dul Tl buy the
Amerlcan pair.”

Automoblles havc been hls lfe,
Starting as a mechan)c, Windecker
has risen from -aute salesman (o
marketlog officlat ta corporate
spokesman, serving Hudson, Stude-

" baker and Ford — and buiting heads
. with countless ather oplnlnn maokers

— along the way..
‘Though a Ford Acrostar van is his

‘current transportation, Windecker is

also lovingly restoring a 1953 Stude-
baker, while his cherlshed 1968 Mus-
tang is saved for good h

-only

A wl'-doncrlbed "dobunkor,"
been

" JiM JAGDFELD/atall phologeaphor

Rny ‘Windecker of Livonla hns
auto markata for

years, lssulng paamnn papou alton at odds with. prevalling

‘industry thought,

-“When he was at Ford, it was my
impression he was very much an In-
sider, very much in the loop,”
McCoshsaid. -

But why keep fighting now? With
a large portion of the domestic mar-
ket share lost, -seemingly forever,
and Japanese mnrkeu difficult, if
not n, why not re-

driving., -
Though an Imnocln:!. he isn't ex-
aclly an buisider.
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tire 10 a Jess :lrm(ul Iife of garden-
ing or golfing? Marrled 42 years,
and with {wo adult sons, maybe It's
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“Colladerm is the only
moisturizer | have found
that works W|thout
|mtat| ng my skin.”

“ feel Colladerm is the
best facial m0|stur|zer
.I have ever used.”

“Colladerm has done -
wonders for me.

COIIaderm
has been created specifically
'for women like you who are very selective
about caring for their face. Women who
understand that unnecessary ingredients
in facial maisturizers can interfere with
their skins natural chemistry.
Colladerm contains anly what your skin
needs to stay soft and supple. To look
fresh and natural. That's why Colladerm
looks different and works better.
Try Colladerm Facial Moisturizer today
because we'd love to hear from
you tomorrow.

tme |u slow Llo\un
. Wlndcckercoruldeulhcqumllun
“1 know my doctor wants me to
slow down. I've got ulcers and,
sometimes, [ can't sleep thinklng
about the auto Industry," he sajd.
. “But if I've talked a thousand people
out of buylng an Imported product,
or saved 20 U.S. jobs, then I've donc
allright.
“This Isn't jutl about me, but my
chlldren and my grandchildren, too.™

Elizabeth M. Zimmerman
Canshaohocken, Pennsylvania

Sabina Wallace
Toronto, Ontario

Mrs, Edward Oliver
Chicago, lllinois !
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