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Some good performancs in

Performances of the Birming-
ham Village Players. production
of “Night of the Iyuang” continue

escorts tour groups n Mexlco, As the
play opens he is sick with fever, at
bitter odds with his current tour

through Fcb, 8 at the

+ 752 Chestnut,. Birmingham. For
ticket information, call the bor
office at 644-2075 anytime.

Llke the captured Iguana scuffling
at the end of I3 tether, the maln
characters In “The Night of the Igua-

na” are lost souls dangling at the end

of their ropes.

The mnningham Village Playen
curreat production of the Tennessce
Willlams drama features some good
pcr{ormanccs but Is gcnernlly unes
ven.

“IGUANA" IS a difflcult play,
somewhat murky and convoluted in
its message,.and certatnly not Wil-
llﬂm: at his best.

* Set in a_ seedy "hotel in a small

- Mexlcan tourist town In 1940, the
protagonist, the Rev. T. Lawrence
Shannon {Tim MecGee} Is locked in
battle with his private demons while
the audience is periodically remind-
cd of the larger war raging world-
wide.

Locked out of his chruch years age
for preaching heresy, Shannon now

group, and on the edge of
a recurring nervous breakdown.

On opening night, Jan. 31, McGee
began flat and unconvincingly ex-
cept during occaslonal outbursts of
anger. By the second act he warmed

_to the role and improved tremen-
dously, his Impassioned torment be-
came more bellevable.

At the hotel, two women begin a
tug-of-war over Shannon's soul. The
. hotel owner, Maxine Falulk (Ann,
Welsman, s an impoverlshed widow
who has capitulated to the simple
pleasures of scx.and aleohol. She
wants Shannon (o accept his faillngs

and join her in a life of hedonism.

A PENNILESS traveler stranded
at the hotel, Hannah Jelkes {Lelsa
Marle Pulico), sees Shannon as a kin-
dred Spirlt and wants him to keep
{ighting to survive as she must do for
herself,. .

Weisman (s appropriately full of
bonhomie and has a boozy, laldback

_ delivery, though her Texas accent
ncver quite sounds right. Pullco 1s
excellent as lannah, a complex
characler who displays both a soft
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cmpathy and the world-weary (gh-
ness of someone who must pertu-
ally scramble to survive.

Hannah travels the world wiber
very -elderly grandfather ‘Nno
(Howard Beer), a one-llme nor
poet. To carn their keep, the oldan

recifes poctry to hotel guesis while
HHannah teles to sell them sketches
and watercolors.

JOAN REDDY !s very credible as
Miss Fellowes, the no-nonsense spln-
ster who leads the tour group’s Insur-

rectlon agn]nsl Shannon after he h:u
seduced a young girl in her charge.

Amang the supporting cast, Borls *

Sellers is good as Jake Latta, the
tour gulde sent o replace Shannon
though he's a little seedy around the
edges himself

Having the quartet o( German
tourlsts repeatedly goose-stepping
across the stage scems ludicrous and
detracts from the Impact of thelr
lincs as lhey delight in the progress
of the wi

Whie dlrcclar William McCall gets
uneven results from his cast, the
productlon ls very good visually and

‘nght of the Iguana

lccnnirally

Sid Britton’s sct deslgn iy .lushly
tropical, The thunder and llghtnln;
clfects are exceptionally reallstic,
and the impressive wall of water for
the troplcal storm at the end of Act
One mcelts the round of applause It
reccives. Even a real live lguana ls
usnd

Barbara Michalsis ¢ retired
Somhjmld English teacher. A the-
ater eritic for the last 17 yrars,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regularly catches up on ull the
New York productons.

_table talk

Charley's Crab *~

Birmlngham resident and Gr-
ley's Crab planist Bob Secley fll
agaln be the only American plist

featured at-the ananal boogiepd.

stride piano festival at the Hotels-

tetia in Paris, Feb. 14 and 15, Sy

has been the featured planisit
N b

Charley's Crab for 19 ycars. Ile now
plays 7-11° p.m. Tucsdays. through
Saturdays ai Charley's Crab, 5438
Crooks Road at 1-75 in Troy.

The Lark-

ftalian dinner, 7 p.m. Monday and

The American Actists Series prescas

PAT CARROLIL.

Tuesday, Feb. 24 and 25, The cost Is,

s'lﬂ Calt 661-8391 for rescrvations.

) Machus

Punchmello S

. Romantic baltads of Richard
Rodgers and Lorenz Hart Included in
“Thou Swell,” a Rodgers and Hart
Revee prc:cnlcd at the Cabaret
110’s Restau-

Your Ticket ta Adventure, Feb. 7
through March 31. Machus Restau-
ranis and Pastry Shops wlll be offer-

.ing free children’s movie passes,
good at any Smr ‘Theater, 1o all cus.
tomers.

3 hlocks west
Teloranh)

MARaMms !
AND .-

rant in Blrmlnghnm Performances
7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. Friday, Feb.
14. Beverages, ligh fare and roman-
1lc desserts avaitable, Call 644-5277
for rescrvations.

OPEN 7 DAYS
537-1450

FREE Banquet Room
. for Wedding, sxmwm

innr-In Onlv
 Faplies 213 52 Non Xalld Wit Any ekber (HIrs _

DRAFTBEER |
AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE

Comeds St of T Stage & Fitn
NV Drama Besk \ward Semaed fos it
sif-Howaiteuy “Coerterede Mein™

w BITS'n PIECES
A One-Woman “Buiiot” ot Cuuu.(lv
Drama and Song:

Saugalck Getaway
: Feb. 21 & 5 Focus on the Arts!
Dinser Theatre Weckei “The Gin Gaie” alas 1our of Art
eries. 825 phersui. Lodgiag asdditional.
Resvations Call:
SangatuciMI. Visitors Burean

(61( 857 1701

gend O/el 5 Dollars
ur 01cess10n Stand,

, . The .
[Excalibur Restaurant

Fobruary 16 at3 pm
Kingswood Augitonum « Cranbroock « Bloomfield Hills
Tickets $25 - Call 851-5044

Celobrates its
“14th Anniversary
. frmbo Alaskast King Crab h\~

- Senp
An Wel Give You A o
Usechcoln 514.00

Monday thru Thuassday

Entertaimnent & Dancing
to
Noutvante’

Garden Court
Restaurant
Early Dinner Spe;ials‘

" A Tradition of Excellence

the Garden Court R('smumrsl
» Southfield Ma

Just bring thi: ix Detroit arca

StarTheatre vou S3offany

concession purchie of $5.01 or more! Ofier
gom] throgh March 3119927

STAR ’HEATRES

NCOLN i’\l(h ‘\Il(;l( \Il()l * STARWINCHESNTER
RO1 wu oRr

5 pm ulml & pm every
Saturday,

During the month of February, S1aR
juin us for complimentary .
wine & champagne feiast.

M SOUTH (l!tgtl-

27033 Narthwestern Hiwy, ¢ Southfield » 356-7300

MEADOW BROOK

E_A_T_ R

prescr_ﬂs

our guest list will
includé.some very
specill people.

Swietie Pie,

at BEST WESTERN of Lapeer
STAY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
and GET SUNDAY FREE!

The Michigan Prowier of . . ¥ Indoor PootWhirlpool ¥ Heart-shaped Jacuzzi Rooms
o Pocie Bear, ¥ Indoor Waterfal ¥ fun Center
¥ Whirlpoo! Suiles ) ¥ Roums To Fil A Needs

Honvy Bunch,

3 and

Snugjle Bunny;

BY LEE BLESS!NC

Okay, so we're mame’ !
droppers, Why not. Muunt
L Jack’s Is & favorite spat o
Valentine's Day, P
© With the Best Prime Rif
in Town—so tender. . i
-k

A fnsa:mnlmg porirait of the Detroit Tiger .
great and Hall of Famer, Ty Cobb .
from: the author of A WALKIN THE WOODS

uns (oclay,
Then dine to youe heart's
uum'm. babycakes.

Fcbnmry 13 through March 8
* Previaw Wednesday at 8:00 pm.

Call 377-3300

T SOUTIAIELY
CLSTOsTY

ANN ARROR M DEARBORS
TehSAe . /{{:NI;I‘SAIN 002 AxHN) 3 ,
fi information " . WARNEN - eC oS B
- for ticket inf tian §T4I040. . [\ PN v . .
" . LAKEMIDE Pie RI3-CHOKE BITARS ROSEMLLE R
O.Iilaml University's l"lr’l‘mlnlblmpaulwn 2:3.300 200 8300 call 667"9444 .
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