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EFoIIowmg anlmal tracks in w

> Snow allows us (n sce where anl-
mals in our. backyards, forests and
meadows travel. If there Is snow on
the ground, an anima) is golng to

- the animal, we know it was there by
the tracks it left behind,
Widllfe hlnlnglsu take advantage
of this tme of year- ta census ani-
mals tn dlfferent habltats, They
crect twa stakes and Identlfy the
tracks and count how many’of each
{rack that cross an [maglnary linc
* between (he two stakes, This tech-
nique can only be used in winter,
. Following tracks in winter's snow
can often tell a story. Conslder the
fresh snow as the blank pages of a
book, tracks as the words, and fo-
| lowing the tracks as the seantences

and paragraphs of the story.
}. member  followlng “well-trodden
" paths of a fox to jts den one winter
, Season. Several maln pathways radi-
* ated from the den in ditferent direc-
tions. :

IF YOU follow {racks in the prup‘-
er directlon It may lead you (o the
animal, But sometimes following a

make a (rack. Even If we do not see -

B

F*E y' nature
o Timothy
. YA Nowlckl

track'in the proper dlrection can be
tricky, For Instance, two common
tracks that can be found in back-
yards are squirrels and rabbits,
When the snow [s not too deep the
Impressions of cach toc can be seen.
This Is particularly truc . wlth a
squirrel. Which ever way the toes
are polnting Is the dircetion the anl-
mal Is trayeling. But in soft, deep
fluify snow toe tmpressions are not
very distinct. Under these condltlons
the direction of travel is determined
by the baslc pattern of the track,
When either the squirrel or rabbit
Is running fast, the feont feet are put
down first and the back feet swing in
Iront of the {ront feet.’Squirrels gen-
erally keep their two front feet di-
rectly across from each other. Rab-
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winter

often tells a tale

When cilher the squirrel or

rabbit is running- fast, the
* {ront feet are put down first

‘and the back feet swing In

tront of the front teat. Rabbits

align thelr front teat one In

front of the olher, or. slightly
. askew. .

{

bits allgn their front fect one In tront
of the other, or slightly askew.

This pattern i3 Just oppesite of
what one would think, Large back

- feet Impressions do not ‘mean that

they are always the trailing track.
Some animals ke the fox walk ln
thelr own tracks. A single {lle- pat-
tern of tracks fn the meadow Is gen-
u.-mlly that of a fox, Both front and
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made a track; dnd see’if you can
identify which direction It was trav-
eling. N

Tim Nowlckl is ﬂ naturalist at

.back feet register in the same im-
presslon, [f you bave a cat, watch
how they make thelr tracks in the'
;now its the same method as the
0.

- Next time s you walk the trnlls sec

i you can ldenllly lhe nn[mzl ‘that
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