OCC eyes computers that brmg poetry to llfe

By Pat Murphy
siatt weitor

How’s this for applled technology
a computer to help teach poet-

»

The Southficld campus of Oakland
CGamemunlly College will get that and
more under a partnership develop-
ing with 1BM, a company with a
teadition of blending high iech with
academic excellence.

Under a program approved by the

- OCC Board of Trustees last month,
the Southticld campus will get 17
terminals uslng IBM's Advanced Ac-
ademlc System.

The system can help teach poetry.
Or it can be applied to sclence, as Is
now belng done In chemisiry classes
at the University of Iltinols.

“I WAS amazed at the computer's
flexibility,” sald OCC Trustee Davld
Hackett, a Rochester Hills resident
who is also a retired teacher. Hack-
ett and other trustecs appraved the
partnership after scelng a deman-
slrallon ‘Involving the poem “Ulys-
ses” by Alfred Lord Tennyson. "It
(the mmpuler) brought the . poem
alive,” Hackett sald.

The key, sald I’r_olcs\or James E.

Bradner, is the computer's flexibili-

ty. With a touch of the keyboard, stu-
dents can_get Infarmation about the
historical period in which the pocm
. was written or have specificd pas-
sages read by Shakespearean actors.

. THUE SYSTEM is equally adapt-
able. to teaching the sciences, sald

- Bradner, who tcaches chemistry In
addition to being chairman of the
sclence department at the Soulhfictd
canmpus.

“The computer ‘can-simulate’ ex-
petiments 1hat we can’t perform in
the laboratory.” With a touch of the
kegboard, studenls can also get a de-
-tatled explanatlon of the. principles

. involved.
There ts a catch, however.
To get lbz IBM system into his

With a touch of the

' keyboard; students

.can get Information
about the historical

- period In which the
poem was written, or
have specified
passages read by
Shakespearen actors.

clissrooms, Bradner must

16 equipment and software.
GIVEN OCC'S budget crunch, the

boerd refused to  allocate the
$54,000. Instead, trustees approved

- the system if Bradner and others at

the Southficld campus can come up
wit} the money.

“That means we'l) be contacting
businesses in the arca,” Bradner
sald "We'll be trying (o convince
ther that an Investment in this sys.
temis an investment'in the future.”

- Bradser said he has never been in-

volved in that kind of fund-raising
befote. But he sces It as a challenge
— cpecially in a tight cconomy..

‘“Ikhow we're in a recession. Bot -

that jloesn’t mean businesses won't
recognize a good invéstment.

““BUSINESSES, PERIIAPS more, L

than anyonu clse, reatlze the Impor-
tanceof u system as versatile as this
one..And " they rcallzc what's at
stake.”

0CC and 1BM hnvc nlhv:r partner-
ships, including the CIM (computer
Integrited manuiacturing) system at

the Asbuen Hills campus. CIM is .
. considtred the most advanced sys-
tem o computer nppm:allnn of lis

kind.

Judges questlon |
prosecutor s aims

Continyed Irom Page5 - -
have a video. camera rigged aver
your bed and don't know it, that's the

+ highest [nvasion of privacy possl -
“hlet

‘OAKLAND TPROBATE JUDGE
Joan Young, who sits on [uvenile
cases, said that for justice to be
served, criminal charges must re-

flect the severity of the crime or' -

+what is likely to be found by a Judge
or jury.”

Otherwise, once acquitted, the
court Joses all jurisdiction and; in the
instance of troubled youlhs which
Young often sces, has no authority to

jmposc counseling or olhnr rehabill-

tatlon,

The four teens who Young tricd
tast Christmas on ricting and: weap-
ons charges may or may not have
been in necd of rehabilitation. The
point was moot four mlnutes after

* the jury began deliberations, -the’

time it took to reach a verdict of not
guilty,

AHcrwards, jurors asked,
are we wasting time trylng cases
lixe this," Young sald, adding it Is
not the first time she has been asked
the qguestion. While the query may
reveal ignorance of the judicial sys-
tem, she sald It Is also of merit.

RBloomfield Hils attorney Clliford
Chadwick,, who defended one of the

teens, maintalns it téok the jury sev-

en minutes to reach a verdict. He
‘was not surprlsed.

“My guy was pot culpable. From
the start, he was.overcharged. 1
asked for a jury trial in hopes the
prosecutor {Sandra Scoti) would see
the light- of day. The charges were
greatly exaggerated.

“My ecxperience over and over

“ahy '

agaln 4 that once- the “prosecutor
makes-harges, it's a rather rare cir-
cumstaice when the complalnt Is
amend:d’ to lessor ' charges,”
Chodwltk sald.

. Yount said the “there are ways to
resolve cases, short of trial. Maybe
we needlo look at our goals {for re-

Arc-we
what weset gut to do?"

FEL CASES brought by the
county pmsecutor are bound over to
circuil ourt only after, probable
cause hat been established during a
prelimingy exam jn district coust,

Of 553 preliminary exams sched-
vled in 4ith District Court in Bloom-
ficld Tawaship last year, 338 were
wajved ald 215 were heard. Proba-
ble causes almost always cstablish-
ed, sald #3th District Judge Edward
Avadenka. “In 3% years on the

beach, Ian tell you I have outright -

dismisséd three, maybe four’ cases.
In the pant year T have dlsmlsscd
one.”

. District judges are also also em-
powered © reduce charges if evi
dence warunts It. “There are checks
and balana:s In the system, but ihe
only way hey work is.if everyone
who is invdved does what they have
toda legally," Avadenka said,

Circuit Judge Edward Sosnick
sighs whei asked about clogged
courts as { result of overcharging
and a lack d plea bargaining in war-
ranted instaces.

“I beljevy everyone. should have
their day it court. ' We'd all like to
sce Justice. But we have X-number
of.charges, X-number of courts and
X-number o days {0 try. We need to
sit down and priorltize. Maybe It's
tme to sit {own and work the thing
out. : .andnot In conflict.”
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0CC's science department chalrman, Professor James E.
Bradner, hopes to ralse $50,000 for a partnership with IBM for o
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