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Coatlnuod from Pago 1
the Soclal Security tax burden on

the Farmington district $4 milllon

ture, whlch called for an increase

tributlons,

agan said at a recent community

By Caney Hans
stalt wrlter

More than 100 residents, parents
*|. and educators met Wednesday to
bralnstorm the future of cducation
in Farmington, helping the public
schoo! system here- develop new
0als.

¥ At a town hall meeting ‘at
Warener Middie School, ideas were
written down as quickly as they
were suggested, as partlicipants

six natlonal educailon goals formu-
lated by President George Bush
and U.S, governors in 1980,
There were hundreds of [deas of-
“fered. Some . included: inviting
adults to come into the classrooms

datory pacenting skills class ‘for

as they look for moncy. Such a move could cost
perintendent Michac! Flanagan sald.

And such a move may s00n be made.

Last week Gov. John Engler made hls budget
message and reconunendations to the Leglsta-
tion spending. Some people fear that increase
may come from out-of-formula school districts
tike Farmington, with further cuts to Social Se-
curlty funding or even dipplng Into pension con-

“Candldly, we're frightened about that,” Flan-

now bc hit ngnln Is som:lhlng we dld not ex-

delved Inio discussions on five of -

to Icarn with klds, creating a man-

local districts

per year, Su-

In the educa-

meellng. “To

" communlty -resources lke recy-
cling programs for envircnmental
fearning.
An overriding theme through
. many of the discusslons was ways
to Increase student seli-esteem at
allgrades. -
“ think we want them to suc-
ceed more than they do — there

are too many fallures,” sald one

woman. “If you don't lee) good

‘about yuurwl{ you're not going to '

dowell”

- THE SESSION vias the second in

a series of town hall meetings, de- *

signed to get feedback from the
communlty about what “direction
the distrlct should take in coming
years.

ous community groups in for focus

WITH THE current cap, districts must pay the
employer's share of Soclal Security and Medl-
* care on all salaries In excess of $50,000,

Parents from 30 school districts in Michigan
are members of COMP, Although most of the
group is based In southeast Michigan, there iv
some strong actlvlty in western Michigan, espe-
clally around Grand Haven. The group a clreu-
lating sample letters saylng that the Social Se-,
curity payment cap has “effectively begun to’
transler these costs to local school budgets” and
that "thls creates a significant burden on the lo-
cal school districts.” -

COMP ALSO has lsted a number of key legls-

Jators to whom residents could write including:
[ Mrmher: of the Senate Appropriations Sub-

Ideas flow at Farmington meetmg

The district has also lnvited varl-

Parents fight to save school aid

commimittee on School Ald and Dcpurtmml ol
Education including senators Dan DeGrow, Jack
Faxon and John Schwarz.

of the House A

Gilmer.

® Chalrmen of the Senate Education Commit--
tee Sen. Paul Warner, and of the House Educa-

tlon Commitice, Rep. Wlitlam Keith."

Residents can obtaln’ more information about
the letter-writing campalgn by calling Bennett
at 477-9469, Lukaslak at 478-2740 .or Kelly at

476-2575.

documented. A community survey
13 also planned.

Supcrinu:ndem Michael Flana-
gan sald the process h:u been onc
of the’ most P In bis

. Assistant Lo the su rlnlendtnl
Pamela O'Malley said Friday -the
district was pleased with the large

Jturnout and bu:;llh about :half, lhc-

many years in cducnllon He: and
other educators welcome the feed-
back; he sald, adding that educa-;
tors need a' good dose of . reality
from the community to help them
proceed because educatlon Is golng
10 be “radlcally different” In Jml a
few years.

“In educatlon now, all of us arc’
so close to it," Flanagan explalned.
*We need to go out and seck them
(oplnions) ' from a broad base.
That's going to brlng us to a posi-
tion- where. we can see the real

We're going 10 make it or break

it in this country on our publlc edu-

school . activitles and mecllngs

- "I'm not surc the topic was as_
much of a draw as the opporumlly .
“The

to voice oplnlons,” she sald.

in”

THE FIRST town Iml! meetlng’

+was held last fall, and a third town
hall meeting on a yet-lo-be-an-
nounced tople is-stated for Apri) 8
.at East Middle School. The disirict
Is expectéd to use the Informatlon.
gathered at the meelings, focus
groups and survey to develop goal!
dirccled at student outcomes. ”

The thrust of the Farmington ef-

Sub-

tammlum on School Ald, Department of Edu-
catlon and Publlc Schoots ‘Employees Ietlre-
ment Including representatives James O'Nelll,
Joseph Young, Wilfred Webb, Shirley Johnson,
David Hollister, Richard Young and Donald

. Ume is rlghl now ta dn\w peoplc |

high school students, and uslog

public school systems to reach by the turn of the ce:

Y.
Called “America 2000 — An

discus:lon, 50 their Interests canbe |

Presldent George Bush and US. govcmonadnplcd a
long:-term strategy In 1990, listing six goals they want

Strategy.”'”

U.S. educational goals Ilsted‘_

ing subject matter, lac!ud!ng English, mathematics,
scicnee, history and geography; .and every ‘school In
America will ensure that all students lcam touse lhs!r

atu- .

catlon sysum,‘ he added.

!ort is pnrl ofa nnllnnn! movement

Confinuad from Page 1

“That .means we don't have to go
back and ask for a permit next
year,” Call sald,

To get the needed permit — one
had been denled carller in the year
— the city council allowed the staft
to send a plan calllng for replace-
ment on Peltz-MDOT.

State fmally OKs
wetlands plan.

‘Most mitigation
projects have met with
minimal success. It's
difficult to create
something that's
happened over

at in
drew a hue and ety from some mem-
bers of the Peltz-MDOT ad hoe com-
milttec, many who sald they were an-

form them of' the welland

replacement when stalf begal ah worke

. ing on the permit months before they
were Informed in November, . °

Call'and Mark Davis, ad hoc cam-

_‘celpt of the permit provides some
leewny for developing anather plan
for. wetland replacement. “1 think

. wc re moving ahcad nicely. We're

rying to take Into account the alter-”
4nnllvu {of replacing wetlands) that
hnl\!'in prcsenled themselves,” Davly

‘hoc commlitee is expected to'devel-
op a recommendation (o present to
the Farmington Hills Clty Counell.

“take ‘varlous forms,
puttlng wetlands “on Peltz-M
putting all 5.1-acres on the property

and another part somewhere else.

adopt - the, recommendation -or 3ay
- another plnn 1s needed, Call said.
.Meanwhlle, nllemnllvc plans have
been' suggesied by, the nd hoc com-
mlttee's, Todi

u
wmch u:hoou are looklng at

havc devclopcd

what skills grndunllng students |

dbya’

* ‘tor of the Detrolt Audubon Socicty,
. Clty su{l auo are looking into the

gmu lng number of business and In-
dustry leaders, some’of whom do
.not Jlke what they see in uudcm.s‘
co;‘r;!nl out of today's schools,

minds well, so they may be p:

ment to educatlon.

the program focuses on education for students today
and in the future, contlnulng cducation for those out of
school, and promotion of a civic and famlly commit-

More than mo Fnrmingmn»nru clllzcns. p:mnu
night

ment In our modern econom,

and mathematics achlevement.

© Every adult Amerlean wilk be llterate and wili
. possess the knowledge and skills necessary to compete

and

they mean to this area,

The goals are:

@ Al children In America will start schonl read
tearn,- .

atleast 90 percent.

about’ the list of Nallannl Bdu:.mnn Goa!s and what

® The hlgh school gmduauon rate will lnerease to

& Amerlean students will leave gr:niu qur. clv,m

sponsibilities of citlzenship, |

» Every school In Amcrica will be free of drugs and
violence and will offer a disciplined environment con-

yto  ducive to learning.

All the goals, except for the second onc, wen: dls-
cussed by the Farmington communlty. Superintendent ..
Michacl  Flanagan said the distriet has - already
achieved the gradueation rate goals, so he asked people

and 12 having

to focus on the others.

fusther learning, nnd yroducnve cmplny-

Y-
#¢U.S. students wll} be first ln the world !n sclence .

in a’ global cconomy and exerclse the dghls and re-t

*-for. problem-selving and teamwork
skills, instead of using rote memor-
lzatlon-and ather traditional teach-
“Ing methods: .

“We cannot cnnllnue to have this

{old’ parents. “This_ls. something
that has haunted. me for years: if
we-gave students a test today that

they took 12 months ago, how well [

_would they do?"

Flanagan added that the distriet
Is secking better ways to Instill “in-
telleciual hablis” and a “eulture of
tearning.”

Is dalgned to’
teach stidents to use their minds.

Jecture/listen format,” Flanagan.

the open :p:lcﬂ or commaons areas in

now,” Call sald,

- Colony Park Homeowners' Assocla-
tlon, suggested the use’ ‘of the com-
* ‘mons area In his subdivislon for the
wetlands replacement. "He's the

" Callsald.

gered that clty officials dlda’t tn- .

‘mittee -chairman, belleve that pe-

. ton Hills - would ‘have to’

AT THEIR NEXT mmung at 7:30°
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 12, the od .

The recommendatlon, Call said, can

[ncludlng rot -
DOT, - agenc

or just part of the requirement lhbrc .

- The - clty- council then can elther -

and by Jack Smiley, c:ccullvc direc.,

wetlands in

" subdivislons around the elty. “We're
. looking at ihat In more detall right .

Mnrk Robcru. president of lhn"

- first person who icame (nrwnrd N

The allematlvu developed by -
Holloway call for 3-4 acres of wet-

dreds and
hundteda of years.'
—-Jack-Smiley
Aububon director

wetlands, for example, that would
otherwise be lost to-.development.
“This. is (0 be ‘a. demonstratlon
project to test the feasibllity of this
approach In mccilng wetland mitl

. gatlon requirements,” Smi[cy sajd.

SMILEY'S PI'LOI'OSAL would re
quire DNR approval and Furming-
lace
$600,000 in the trust fund. "The clty
would have no further Jlabillty or re-

- spanslbliity for the success of the mi-

tigation ctiorts to be undertaken by
this agreement.”

His plan alss would have the clty

- pluce @' conseevation easement on

the Peltz-MDOT, " which - would be
held by thé DNR, Audubon ar other
1o ensure that lund would
its natural state.

- “Prellminary indlcations are that
the DNR Is opun to (he alternative,”
Sedley'suld. .

Other preliminary dzlaﬂ.\ would
include ‘the need to seck matching
grants from the DNR, as well as pri-.
vate donations, and a maximum 3

reent’ of the trust fund’s money
would be allotted to cover the Audu-
bion's administrative costs. -

- "“Thé -Detroit Audubon Socicty
would’ be fully . responsible 1o the
DNR: v show that_thls demonsira-*

“tion project meets or exceeds the

wetland habitat benefits that would
accrue . under prevaillng mitigation
requirements,” according to Smiley.
Smillcy : belleves his proposal
should be consldon.-d by the ad hoc
conunitiee ‘and - clly offlclals. “I
think our proposal would be a- wln- -

-, win_sltuation. It would satlsfy- the

DNR and save the clly money In lha

tong run,” Smiley sald. )
He belleves the nmmml of wetland

“for Peliz-

fands

for a smaller wetlands replacement
and Jess disturbance to lhe surmnmt

. ingarca;
Smiley’s proposal calls lor a trust
fund to be administered by the Audu-
bon Sociely to buy non-regulated
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nol e,
acrcage that might be disturbed for
the wetlands, The alternatives call *

MDOT is too much. The existlng re- '
sources, Including wildlife and vege-
tation, would be dcsunycd

“Most miugnllon‘ projecis have -
met with-minlmal success. It's difil-

: cult to create something that’s hap-

pened over ‘hundreds and hundreds
of years,” Smiley said. |
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Come visit us. .. _
you'll love what you see!

The Marian Women's Center, recently opened at St M-\ry
Hospital, has been developed to answer the health needs of today’s
women. Services include diagnosis and care of female-related can-
cers, PMS, breast care and nutrition.  Individual counscling and refer-
rals are provided. ‘An cducation and resource center will be avaifable.
A women's library is being planned. Everything women need - with '

i

graply - is a

Come see for yourself . ..

Q Marian Women's Center

Marian Professional Building - Suite 212
{use St. Mary'Hospital’s Levan entranee)

14555 Levan Road
591-3314

ilable through the new center.




