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Falcons capture Lakesv wrestlmg tltle

Dual victory ends
Salem title relgn

By Dan O'Mnu
stalf wrltor

‘The site was the Plymouth Salem gymaaslum and néi Bucklnghnm Palace,
but a changing of the guard took place nonetheless Thursday night. *

In a showdown for the Lakes Divlsion dual-meet wrestling mle. Farming- *

ton dethrened Plymouth Salem 42-28 and ended Salem’s nine-year relgn

“It's the flrst time since I've been coach (flve years) that we've beaten
Salem,” Farmington coach Al Beyar said, sharing credit with assistants Bar-
ry Walsh and Dave Denny. “It's a big shot [n the arm, a big boost."”

‘The Falcons finished wlth a 5-0 record In Lakes duals and improved to 12
1-1 overall. Salem, the three-time defending Western Lakes Aclivlllcs Asso-
clation champ, is 4-1 and 6-7, ¢

Beyar couldn't yet commlt Farmington to the kind of long-term suceess |

the Hocks have enjoyed, but the Falcons clearly are having a great season,
which Includes winning the first Qbserverland lournament.

“THIS 1S just an exceptlonal group of kids we have at Farmington,” Beyar
3aid, adding nlne of the 13 wrestlers In the lineup Thursday were senlors.

“We've got some good people comling back next year, but we won't have

-the senlor depth we have this year. Same of them have been together sim:e
the slxth grade and it's thelr year."

Salem took an 18-6 lead after four matches on consecuilve plns by Brlan
Harreld, Scott Martin and Dan Boonett; however, the Falcons won seven of
the last nine bouts to run away with the victory.

The Rocks Jed 24:20 after Jeff Shumate pinned (3: 57)Jnsan Holliday in the
145-pound contest, but Farmington had two supcrlar declslons, two pins and

- adraw in the remalning flve welghts.

"We don't have enough fircpower,” Salem ¢oach Ron Knu-gcr said, “We
got to 152 and we knew there was not another win left. We were klnda hoping
but it didn‘t happen.

"The only bright spat of the evenlng was at 112, Ilarrcld is a freshman and

- that was hls first varsity malch Hedid a nice jnb

FARMINGTON'S Dave Munge {152) defeated Pclu Tcnl!roch 99 lo tle
the scora at 24. Pins by Mlke Pallo (160) over Doug. Wind (4:28) and Ryan
Adams (171} over Tnliy Soy (3:56) all but clinched the Win as the Falconsled
Farmington's Roh Cavagnol, the Observerland champion at 189, and Phil
Haynes battled to a 3-3 Ue after the Salem wrestler rallied for three polals in
the last period, the third coming on an escape with 18 seconds leit.

That assured the Falcons of the win, and hcnvywnlgm Mati Siskosky fln-
Ishnd with an 11-0 decision over Jamle Brelthaupt.

e upper welghts are) one of our strong polnts,” Beyar sald. “It was just
a question of whether we could get some pins up there.

“Ihe Salem kids always do a good Job, They fight the entlre mateh. They
can come back at any time and score polats or get a stick. They're known for
that”

Farmingion's John Economy (103} started by plnning Scoll Hughes (1:30)
before the Rocks surgcd behind pins by larreld, 4:31 over Chris Darnel);

Knipper
returns
in style

Swimming your fasiest can be lke
writing a navel. It can take a long
1lme before one sees the result of his

abor.

Two Michigan Stingray swimmers

proved that at the Circle Clty Classle
ln Indianapolls In late January,

Howard Ruby of West Bloomlicld
and Danny Knlpper of Farmington
Hills placed second and sixth In the
championshlp heat of the men's 50-
yard frecstyle with respectlve llfe-
time bests of 21.8 and 22.4.

Ruby, a graduate of West Bloom-
field High and Indiana Unlversity In
1991, began swimming as a high
school junlor but didn’t compete In
college.

Knlpper enrolled at Oakland Com-
munity College after graduatlng
from North Farmington in 1920 and
has been involved with the sport
since 1978.

“THESE MEN each had a payday
meet,” Stingrays coach Jelf Cooper
sajd. “Their times in the 50 and thelr
other events are great testlmony (o
the value of hard sork and patlence.
They are good role models for our
whale team.”

Ruby and Knipper approached

Cooper tast fall and sald they had
some unflnished business from thele

high school days, -speciflcally to .

awim their fastest,

Both also placed in the 100 free-
style, Ruby at 47.85 and Knlpper at
48.95. Koipper cqualled his best

* breaststroke time at 1:01 while nuby
--went 4.0 In the butterfly.

The meet {ook place at the Indl-,

ana-Purdue University Natatorium,
tsitc of the upcoming USA Olympic
1Time Trials. The pool s recognized
-as one of the finest in the world and

_annually sttracts 1,000 swimmers

iirom the Mlidwest to thls meet. The
‘Sunxrnys have' participated since
‘the mid 1980,

¢ “We go becanso of the pool, the .

-good competition and the opportunl-

. yly for swimmers and famllics to -

;have a good time," Cooper sald. “We
rhnd §7 swimmers cntercd and nearly
‘all had quallty swims.”

West Bloomiletd owlmmcrs in-

Matt Smith of Far has a firm on Salem’s Dan
Phitlips en route to a 20-3 win nt 130 pounds Thursday. Smith

Martin, 2:41 over John‘ Lane; and Bonnelt, 5:56 over Jon Duff, at the next”
three welghts,

The Falcons chipped away at the Salem lead as Matt Smith (130) scored a .

20-3, technlcal fall over Dan Phillips and Steve Lemleux (135) pinned J.J.
Hull tn 1:57. Farminglon look a 20-1B lead with Mike Prough’s 15-1¢ win over
Chris Rapson at 140,

ECONOMY AND Darnell are freshmen, Lane a junior and Prough a sopho-
more. The others in the Farmington lineup were scriors.,

The Fa]culu will wrestle Walled Lake Western, the WLAA Western Divl-
match Thursday at Farmlngton.

sion duat n a

The WLAA meet wlll take place Saturday.
"It we wrestle as well as we did at 0bscrvcrl:md. we should do well,” |

Beyar sald.

Danny Knipper (left) and Howard Ruby (rlght) The lwn 4 g

are plcluwd—wi!h Stingrays coach Jotf Cooper.

cluded Dave ‘ilcgmun 1:01.57 and
2:17.32 in the 100 and 200 butterflics;
Mirlam Schreiber, 1:09.37 [n the 100
butterfly, Melissa and Stacy Axner,
‘Barb and Kelly Burns and Jessica
Canosa.

FARMINGTON HILLS residents
with lifellme bests included Amy
Finkel, Jason Speer and Dana and
Patti Dizon:

Finke), a budding breaststroker,

went 1:16.35 and 2:52.48 In the 100
and 200 cvenis. Speer, who returned
from London last year where his fa-
ther worked, made scveral A times
In hls events — 1:08 In the 100 but-
terfly, 1:05 in the 100 backstroke and
25.85 in the 50 freestyle. ~

Patti Dizon clocked a 2:47 In the -

200..breastsiroke while Dana went
29.78 In the SO Ircesiyle. Anather
Hills resident, state-record holder
Karl Pawlewlcz, had quality swims,
including a fast 55,99 in the 100 free-
style, good for second place.

Also entered §n the meet was 13-
year-old Dee Brown from St, Louls,
Brown. Is nationally ranked ond
showed why with her meet-record
1:52.91 In the 200 freestyle and 24.33
In the 50 freestyle,

Cooper said many of his nntlnnnl‘

swimmers were at mid-season form
In their training, bul several still

and had Ilflllme belh mcnn!ly.

Raiders register
another success

North Farmington took another easy victory over a Western Lakes Actlvi-
ties Association opponent §n boys swlmming Thumday, winnlng 124-55 over
host Westland John Glenn.

The Ralders are 4-0 in the lcnguc and 7-1 nvcrnll Norih compelu at
Farmington on Thursday and has duals at defending WLAA champ Livonla
Stevenson and always-strang Plymouth Salem on Feb. 20 and 27, respectlve-

by. - - .

North's Karl Kozicki was a double winner in the 50-yard freestyle (24.05)
and the butter{ly (56.75), and teammate Mike Drelles made the state cut with
a tirst-place Ume in the backsiroke (37.58),

Chris Knoche and Keith Lee had ane individual and one relay victory
apicce. Lec won the 100 freestyle (53. 13) and Knoche the breaststroke
(1:06.7).

Brian Darald, Knoche, Jason Charnas and Matt Gregory won the 200 free-
style relay in 1:42.8. The winning 400 freestyle leam consisied of Peter Gu-
u:nbcrg. Ryan McKelley, Charnas and Lec. The Rafders linished the race la

Othcr North winners were Ital Zohar, 200 {rmly!e (2:02,89); *Adam
I(nmmcr, Indlvidual medley (2:25.79); and Jonathan Kershaw, 500 {reestyle

(5:02.2).
FAI'KMINGTON WON {ivo events while losing a close meet Thursday at

Plymouth Salem, $8-87,

The Falcons atarted with a victory in the 200 medtey relay In which Scott

Frump, Kcvln Yoder, Mark Scanlo and Scott Brown comblned for a 1:45.72
Ume.

Scanlg also won the Individual medley (2:13. 19), Frump the hackstroko )

{57.91) and Yoder the breastsiroke (1:05.51).
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Fi 's Don Boyer was {irst in the 100 freestyle (53.01) and Brandon
Richardson was sccond (n diving with 260,20 polnts,

SHERNIE BU2BY/stat pholographer

won by technical fall in the 42-26 victory, which gave Fatming-
ton the division title.

Salem has won the WLAA tlile the last three years, but Farmington — as
well as Westland John Glenn, Western and Plymouth Canton — ts expecled
to post a serious chatlenge. Canton was second and Glenn third in the Ob-
serverland tournament. .

“Now we'll all go 10 the show and see what happens,” Krueger said. “We
got thumped here lonight, but at Obscrvertand 1.was really impressed by
how well John Glenn has come on. They dldn"t win Observerland but they
didn*t get the win at 152 that they')t prodably get.”

Glenn lost considerable points when Mike Reeves, the top-sceded wrestler
at 152, was disquallficd for using an Illegal move in a semifinal match and
was subscquently putled from the tournament by Glenn coach Dave Hill.

"Nobody gave Canton respect before and here they come agaln,” Krueger
said. “They have gnod kids all the way through, and they're going to be able
to do something, 100.”

Pesci séore_s 19
to key Harrison

Farmington Hills Harrison ex-
ploited a helght-advantage and used
a sound defensive cffort Friday to
wallop visiting.Walled Lake Western
81-45 [n boys basketball.

The Hawks are 8-1 in the Western
Lakes Activities Association and 11+
2 overall. Western dropped (u 1-6 in
1he league.

Harrlson raced to a 21-7 Iead 1o
the first quarter and $ncreased the
margin to 39-16 at halfilme. The
fawks outscored the Wartiors 44-29
in the second half.

“It was a great team game, and it
stemmed {rom our defense,” Harrl-
son coach Mike Teachman sald,

© “When we’ went 1o the half-court

game, we got It inside and, with the
rebounding advantage, we gol a lot
of fast breaks.” K

The taller Hawks dominated the
boards 45+18, Senior center Paul Gll-
vydis had 13 rebounds to: comple-
ment his 15 points and three blocks.

Senjor forward Mike Pesci led
Harrison with a game-high 19 pelnts.
Keye Smith scored 10 of hls 12 polnts
and Ryan Cabll) all i1 in the fourth
quarter when the Hawks cutscored
Western 23-17.

Justln Romans followed Gilvydis

" with seven rebounds. Dan Hight had
six assists, Andy Fitzpatrick four as-

slsis and three blocks.

“We have to understand what our
strengths are, and we have done a
nice Job of going to our strength,”
Teachman sald, meaning Harrison's
post-up game.

“In the last 1wo games, wo've
played . real well golng to our
strength. We probably only took two
bad shots tonight."

. The llawks held Western's Brent
Mackowiak to 18 points — six under
his average. He had only nine
through three quariers. Matt Engott
scored 13, Bath players are 6-2, but
the other Western starters are 5-10.

STEVENSON 61, N.FARMING-
TON 48: A defensive switch after the
tirst quarter enabled the Spartans to
pull away from visliing North I-‘nrm-
Ington Friday.

“It's o bIg win," Stevenson mhb

WLAA runaway

basketball

ant coach Tim Ne! man said. “We
bath necded this ons

The two teams were ticd at 2.4 in
the WLAA, with a berth in the league
tournament at slake. The Spartans
are 7-5 overall, 3-4 In the WLAA;
North fell to 4-8 and 2-5.

Stevenson switched from a zone
defense, which North’s Mark Temple
and Dean Pennala riddled for nine
points aplece In the first quarter to
glve the Ralders a 20-14 lead, to a
man-o-man. North scored jnsl 28
points in the final three quarters.

“The whole key was the defense,”
sald Newman. "We really shut them
down {after the first quarter).” *

Matt Grodzickl, who defensed
Temple superbly after the switch,
scored 18 points, Tony Stofov added
14 and Brlan Furkas, who covered
Pennala, netted 12 — eight coming
ln Slv:u-nwns 21 lU lbird-quarler

Tcm le led North wllh 20" points;
l’cnnala totaled 18,

CENTRAL 76, FARMINGTON 58;
It took a while for Chris MacFarlane
to get.on track Friday, but onee the
6-foot-5 Junior  center found the
groave there was no stopplng him.

MacFarlane scored nine of his 14
polnts In the fourth quarter, leading
host Walled Lake Centra) on a 24-7
run ¢en route to ls victory over
Farmington.

The win IUits Central to 6-1 In the
Western Lakes Actlvitics Assocla.

llon and 11-2 overall. The Falcons
.are 1-6 and 3.9

“They were In o zone and we'd
kick it out to the right, and they'd
colla; right down on {MacFar.
Janc)” Ceniral coach Steve Emert
sald. “He missed:a couple pupples
early, but he started owning the
boards and playlng hls game. He re-
ally came through for us in the fina)
10 minutes.”
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