Dy Pat Murphy
stotf writor

Now that the horse I gone, Oak-
land County Cemmissloners are
locking thé barn.

After overspending the travel
budget by nearly $30,000 last year,
commisslonirs thls week will ad-
dress liling or cutting expenses
fur out B mectings,

Comissionery spens §89,036 for
travel n 1991, according to the coun-
ty budget. depariment, ar $29,678
more than the $49702 atlocated.

missioners went to places like
Lake City, Phoenix, At-
Washingten, D.C. and

Just two commussioners — Donald
Bishop, W-Rochester 11§lls, and
James Feirens, 1 Pontiac -~ did ot
take any out-of town wips in 1998,
Records refleet :hq y Spent no-money
tor travel

BUT TIEIR ln-qm.nl flying col-
teagues tnore thaa took up any slack,
snaklng this lied one of the niost
well-draveled ns history '— despite
froquent calls for ansmlly and belt-
1iphtening L

The most trave (ommlsvlom-r.
according to county tecords; is Hu-
bert Price, D Panliac -Price spent
almost $6.000. Spending nore than
$4.000 for b eré Huel MePher:
son, 1)-Haze h, Thomas A, Law,
K-West Rlsnmtield, Roy. Rewold, R- |

WeII traveled

Commissioners eyeing travel expenses -

Ouklanu ‘Township, and Lennis Aar-
on, D-Ouk-Park

“We're golng ta take a look at ous
travel policy,” Commissioner Larry
Crake, R-Waterford, sald Friday.
The newly, elected chalrman of the
Board of Commlssioners, Crake

called a meeting of the board's Over- -

sight Committece for Wednesday ta
discuss travel policies.

THE TOPIC will also be dlscussed
Tuesday at @ GOP caucus’and could
come up at Thursday's wiceting of
the entire board

One thing Crake would Ilke his ol
leugues tu constder 15 eloser adhes-
ence to the board's old travel “guide-
e

approval by the board chairman.

Anything over that, lmwcver. m.'f.dcd_

the chalrman's OK, ;
QOverspending the travel budget is
nothing new for commissioners. Last
year, for exiunple, commissioners
spent $53,352 “traveling, or $5,727
more than the $47,625 budgeted:
In the previous yeas, they spent

$6,037 more than the $51,938 ‘ear-

matked for out of town trips.

BUT WITH the 1991 travel budget
aearly $30,000 out of whack, Crake
decided to talk about the ymhlu
When commissiuners -cxhaust the
$1.600 in travel alluwances they are

You can plant a little tree

Qrders for tree seedlings are being
taken by the Vaklanl County: Soll
d Water Conservating Distelct, ac-
conding te Hauld Mitehell, chair-
man ur the disteiet. N

Sp« ‘.m E li:»hlc 'lms year are:
*red, white Seoteh iand Austeian pines,
Nuruay. Cularado blue, white spruce

“nut, hybrld poplar,
birch, sugar maple, red oak, autumn’ |

and Sparlnn spruce, Douglas fir, con-
color fir and white cedas Black wal-
oative” white

olive and redosier dogwoud,
Qrder blanks tay ™ be obtatned

drom the distnét offive; located wt
.7151 Ortonville Road, Suite 205,

Clarkston, 48346. Phone 620-0863

‘That rule-ot thumb stipulated’
that each commissioner could spend .
up to $1,600 for travel without prior

T went

cotitled to, “1 will approve no fur:
ther expenditure,”” Crake sald in o
nenie dated Jan, 30,

Dut: that could be a penny-wise
and pound-foolish approach, said a
number of commissloners, who de-
fend spending as much a3 necessary
for travel, even in a budget cronch.

“We have several comimlssioners
who serve on various steering comne
mittees,” sald former board chalr-
man Ruy Rewold, who this month
slepped duwn as & cotntly comnils
sianer. “And IhLy te expecied e al-
tend mectings” |

+ He was referelng o steering ‘com

wnittees for the National Association, .

of Counties and the Michigan' Associ-

ation of Cuunties. Both urganizations,
examine government issues and fors.
> mulate positions that are sometimes

- incorpurated into legislativn enacted

in Washington or Lansing.

BY HAVING tomuissioncts un
those committees, Rewold saxd, Ouk-
land benclits in two ways '— Input
Inta_ pending legislatlon and first-,

hand information aboul what other ' -

communities ate duing aboul com-
mon problems.”

This is particularly hclp!u]
Rewold said, when commissioners

- are trylng to deal with Issues such as.

sofid ‘waste: management® or mass
transporiation. N
Commissioner*Law, who went to
Hawaii, Salt Lake Cry, Washingten,.
D.C., and Traverse City, said cach of
his lnps were approved befure he
"And every doltae is justified
“I'm a member of the. NACO
steering commitice on transporta-
tion,” he safd. “If the county doesn't

think that's u good investment, 1
WOl g

COMMISSIONER LAWRENCE R
Pernlek, D-!
ta as a member of the NACO Task
Force on AIDs. "I think It's very lm-

uthficld, wenl tu Atlan-

tAanday, Fobeaary 10, 1092 DEE

[International b
for women up for discussion

Karen MeDonald, International
business coordinator for Mott Com-
munity College In Flint, will dis-
cuss International buslness oppor-
tunities for women at the monthly
meeting of Zonta International of
Southrasiern Oakland County.

10154,

usiness jobs

at the Northfietd Jhiton Hotel un
Ctooks Jtuad in Truy. Reseevatlons
can be made by calling Maueeen
Meadows at 435.0538.

Zonta’ Internationa) is a classl
ficd services organlzation for wom-

portant to find out what's
in other areas . .. haw other com-
munlties are addresstng  stmilar
problems

Pernick, who spent $3,500 travel-
Ang Jast year sald he s not aware of
any abuses by congnlsstoners. “Dure
ing my 20-udd years on the bourd,
I've not seen any abuses.”

. It may be thiat Indlvideal commis-
sioners skip & meelsng or two in fa-

- vor of the gulf course; Pernick said,
. Or one or two might bask In the sun
instead .of attending the workshop
© tor which they were signed up. -

“HUT THAT'S rare.”” he Insisted.
“On balanuve, T think the county ELL!
good valud for vur traved budget.”

Commissioner Davau L. Motfitt,

R-Farminglon 1tills, went to Hawall
as'a member of the NACO sicerlng
committee oh eavirunment, encrgy
and” lund . Infurination he ob-
wmxnllm was helpful

county’s sulid uaﬂe progratn, he
said.

Commis\iunur Lillian Jaffe Oaks,
D-Southficld, whu logged 1more than
$3,500 in travel expenses, said she is

4uxlwmul)‘ careul about spending

“I only subjont Jegitimate  ex-
penses to-be paid by the county

" sand Oaks, who ts on NALD connit

tees on health and Job wamng 4
an'ex| pense s qumuuzmnh 1 pay tos
it my<elf "

Ming- his opinion on the |

The mectlng is 6 p.m. Wednesday
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