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T'S OUR BALL, so you'll play our way — or
not at all. That's what state athletle dircc-
{ars seem to be lelling aur student athlctes.
Well, parents might be tempted to re-
nowadays.

A statewide organization of ADs rcccnlly de-
cided that, In the best Interest of student athleles,
a1 rute should be handed down from on high limit-
ing the nimber of club or.non-school teams on
which a student athlete may compete. -

. The Michigan High Schoo! Athletle Association
lm been poiling schoof boards around the state
to see what the local trustees think about this
issue. The Farmington Bnnrd of Education will
discuss It in March, .~

thoughts very clear: It's none of ()lc state’s busi-
ness.

There are always good reasons for discussing
proposed rules. And after-all is sajd and done,

<hould be declded at the local tevel..

shoutd be limited to playing only school sports
(and not participating in recreatlon-type after-
school leagues), that declsion should rest with lhc
student and parent.

_Apparently the majority of athletic direclnrs'
polled by the statewide organization are con- -
cerned that high school alhlcles are bccnming
too specialized.

Seccer in particular Is bccumlng more and
more popular, and athletes are using -afler-
" selioo) and summer programs to hone their skills.
Athletic directors have noticed’ that these pro-
grams are sometimes “<(caling playors {tom
high schoo! sports,

For example, a prep soccer player might have
" joined the track team after the soccer season In

to join a traveling soccer club after, school in-
stead of moving on Lo another high school sport.
Sume ADs claim that this Lype of sport spe-
cialization defeats the purpbse of a well-rounded
educational/athletic experience. °

“ADs are correct when they say schodl sports
st not be used as practice vehleles for college

open o as many students as possible to promote
fitness, teamwork ‘and the basic skills of hard
work and dedication to goals.

only fitting we take the time to send an
editorial bouquet to those whose actions
are helplng make our communities, our
region ~ heck, even our world — a better plncc
Thought we'd stop there? Of course not, we' re
newspager people. We're paid. lo be objective.
Besides, all that sentlment raises our blood sugar
1o polentially dangerous levels,
So, {0 balance things out, we" ve included more
than a few daris in with our Valentine hearts.
Cupid, draw back your hnv.

T OMORROW'S VALENTINE'S Day. So it's

! @ A heart lo all those like
Livenla Churchill "high schoel
student Jennlfer Swartout who

Out of bounds

State proposal goes too far

mind the state just who's paylng for that ball.

We urge the Fnrrhlng(nn board to-make its P

most would agree that as many issues as possible:

If the club leagues are
sapping athletes from
some high school sports’

. and raising the level of '
play on others, that may
be the price paid for -

. popularity. It may also
require schools to look
beyond the varsity sports

“'levél to offer more ‘
intramural and club-level :

-sports.’.

IN TIIE CASE of deciding whether a student -

“time.

the old days. Now, that same player might decide * sports- might be a real coticérn Lo high' school

WE CAN'T AGREE with this thinking. The”
'3oungstcrs cnough to slock both vnrslly and club

compelition. High schoal teams should' remain.
-onee the parents and students help turn it on.

Heart smart
Here's a taste test of reglon

. gether.

" ing pro-U.S. sentiment for cheap

Bul prohlbl!lng an alhlc(e from pursulng al-
ter-school leagues goes beyand the boundarles of
legitimate regulation. The student and pnrcnl
should decide the best use of the young athlclc s

1f the club’ Icagues are sapplng athletes® lrum
some-high school sports and ralsing the level of
play.on-othery, that may. be the price pald for
popularity.. It may also require scheols to look
beyond the varsity sports level to offer more in- |
tramural and club-Jevel sports.

-One more thing: It isn't lost on us that the nd

hiec committee. of the MISAA, people who dis- * [*

cussed this issue, came. {rom places like Spring
l.akl.‘ Leland, Portage, Eric, Ilnslen and Onlonn-

\Ve understand “how the prevalcncc of - club’

coaches and ADs In the small towns of. outstate
Michigan. If too many. kids decide to play club
suceer, there might nnt be enuugh left to make a.
track team.

But this is b
Deétroit, With big schonl dlstrlcls nnd lots of

teams.

We hope the athletic dircclnrs see lhc Ilght

High séhool sports de-have some problems, but
this state propnsa! creates even Iargor ones.

Tuc:d:\ys } OK, so you atl thlnk Ils B|rm|ngh:|m
We siill say it’s Canton. . -

Now, for the other side.

@ A darl lo those who still
consider AIDS a disedse that
only affects ““those people.”
Wake up, when it comes to AIDS
awareness, we're all in this to-

® Adartto those who'are us-

politicizing (A .fine judge like 1
Hitda Gage sentencing someone

to drive an American car, what givm”) ur worse, |

as an excusé for racist actlions.
® Adart to government nmclnls who hold se-
cret g the O

-are urging people. —. i
' young people — lo-wake up to
i the reality of AIDS.
| © A heart to all those at least
i willing to give Amerlcan-made

N cars a chance and to ail those
struggling to make the Made in the U.S. A label
mean something once again.

® A heart to those governmental bodlcs that
cable cast their meetings.. Farminglon Schools,
better-late-than-never, Is among the latest to

as the Discovery Channel; others as low down as
professional wrestling, but always worlh a look.

- ® A HEART to plans to ban smoking at Tiger
Stadium -(and (o Tigers management for pre-
venting home run king Cecll Fleldcr from skipp-
ing town.)

® While we're still on the sporting pngc. a
heart to the Détroit’ Lions and coach Wayne
Fontes for thelr spirlt, fire and determination in
the emational, heart-tugging 1991 season.

_ ® Aheart to thaMichigan GOP for opening its
presidential preference prlmary All these peo-
ple who'want to vote, but can't bring themselves
to be called a Democral or Republican in’ publlc
should give party leaders pause. (Maybe the an-
swer lics in our dorts column.)

. for. , . give us a minute here. Oh yeah, for
maklng Michelle Engler our state's first lady. We
 know a wibner when we see one.

@ A hearl to native son Tim Atlen for selling
his bit television show *Home Improvement” In a
Detroif suburb. (Free plug: It's on ABC, 8:30 p.m.

join the list. Sometimes they are as enlightening

" you so {ar. Besldes, our roads badly need repalr.

@ A heart to Michigan Gov. John Engler for.

Act aftér all this time and stilt rying to conduct
their business in-the dark. How about a dart for
cable compariles, too. Their price Incredses have
been outrunning inflatlon the way the Road
Runner outruns Wylc E. Coyote,

® A darl goes'to almost everything: coming
out of the Tigers camp. in.the past-12 months.
Bo's Tiger Stadium stralegy, Ernie’s firing -~
‘nuff said.

. !’LANS TO raise next year’s ticket pricu ]

carn Lions management a blg, fat dart, though.
Hey, there were years when you coutdn't have
paid us to watch the Lions play.

® A dart (o Dems for keeplng thelr presiden-
tial primary closcd. A blg, fat durt goes to both
parties for bringlng us a passel of.candldates so

mediocre il makes it dlmcult to-vole for.any- |

body.
® A dart to the gov for'—- nmong olhcr thlngs
— failing to seize a golden opportunity to ralse
‘the state gas tax, Squeezing out-fraud only gels

1f we weren't nice people, we'd suggest chaining -
_hlm 16 the back of his Oldsmabile and running
him- up and down Plymouth Road a couple of
times. But weare nlcl.- pcople‘ So we won't. '

*A darl to nll those olhcr shows that get
cheap 1nughs al Detroit’s expense. Enough, we
say. Come to Detralt and we'll show you how nice
we are. We'll show you how much our reglon has
16 offer. We'll show you just how nlce a lime you
can have here. And if you stilt make fun ol us,
we'l) chain you to the back of our. Oldsmobllc

o ”"I’LJ,NE"

oF ITASAPRE'
CORSTACLE
COURSE.

PopulatiOn loss to hurt

Dems in redistricting

IT DIDN'T ‘I‘AKE long for the fur

“to fly after. both partles submitted .

thelr compellng congressional redis-
tricting plans.

@ “You may pick the word to de-
scribe the Republican plan, The
word could be

and one ls D

"Although the Judges arcn't talking,

guess which plan looks like It will be
approved?

In part, Republicans :Ialm, It's
just payback for ncarly 20 years of
of the Michl-,

ruthless, ‘overreaching, selfl-serving *
- or myople. All are ‘correct,” sald.
. John Dingell, the Democratlc dean:

of the Michlgan delegatlon. - ;
@ “It's obviously not Intended to
be of assistance to the Democrats,”

said an unnamed Mlchlgnn GOP .
- soufce. :

"The.l'lepuhllcnm act.as if they.

belleve they have the federal court
" In their pocket , .

. Thelr plan would |
destroy one of the moat . poweriul
congresslonal delegatlons among the-
states,” according to Gary Corbin,
Mlcmgan Democratlcchalr -~
“» Bl Ballinger, former Republt:

*.can state senator and now edlior of -
°[.. “Inside Michigan Palitics,”™
. that the GOP plan wlll at a mini-
“mum force Démocrats to absorb the

Joss of both-seats in Congress, that
Michigan's relative popuhlien loas
n'qulrcs

W!IAT'S “EALLV gnlng on? . |

- In part,it’s just politics asusual, -

Michlgan's. quota of seats in Con-'
gress slips from 18 to 16, a result of
population losses in the 1990 census.
And< both partiés have submitted

* competing plans to- redistrict the

state-to a a panel of three federal
Judges. Two of Ahern are Republican

believes *

- ber af the House Budget C

gan delegation. "And, Republicans,
add,’In.part I's merely a reflection
of the fact that Republican-lcaning

. arcas of Michigan have grown In'the
d

mitice of lhe Sclencc‘ Spncc und
Te

and Carr sits

Jast 10 years while Democratic-t
Ing areas have not. -

BUT THERE is’ more to it than

ll fs Ilardly “sheer wlncldunu‘ i
lho GOP plan is accepted,
@ Democratic Rep. S:unier Levin-
(whn holds a powerjul seal on the
powerful Ways and Mcans Commit-
tee) would have to run ln a primary
against  Democratic Rep. Deanls

Hertel (who is chair of the Merchant -

Marlne subéommittee with Jurlsdic-
tion over the Gréat Lakes). = -

& Flint's Democratlc Rep. Dale
‘Kildec (wha Is Michigan's unly mem-

onthe Approprlnuvns Commiltee.

MOST 'OBSERVERS .agree- that,
while redistricting: plans .are nher-
ently political, the Democratic’ pro-
posal was relatlvely moderate while'
the GOP plan wnnl for a paﬂlan
home pun. -

“Roll Call,” the widely respected |
and independent newspaper clreulat-
«ed on Capitol Hll, last week ran a
blg story on the Michigan redistrict-
log fight. - The headline read:
* *Qutrageous’ GOP Remap Targets
Michlgan Powers.”

The article rchmnrk: that the Mich. -
—d

where. he chalrs a :ubcommmcc)
‘would face in‘a primary Saglnaw's
Bob Traxler (who chairs the Appro-
priations subcommltice on Housing

.and Urban. Development, Veterans

atlon , and
agencles).

# Chances . for re-eltcunn for’
D 1

Igan

nary power” on Capltol mu and con-
cludes that if the Republican plan s
accepted, “it.wlll be a Jong time be-
fore Michlgan's Democrats . ever
again wletd the clout on the Hill they

* currently

ess.”
But I'm afrald that's just polltlcs.
- Phil Power is chairman of the

oward.
Welpe and Robert Carr would_be

Jeopardized. Wolpe chairs a subcom-

P that owns this newspa-
per. His award-winning column
wilt appear periodically - .

from our readers

Talk to kldS

, about alcohol

To the editor: -*

Talk with your kids about nh:ohol

. . before somceone else does.

There is a new program to leach

you how -~ Talking- With Yeur Kids
Aboul Alcohol {TWYKAA) .

Having recently -completed the
TWYKAA course, I am gratelul to
“Pal Newcembe of Farmington Fam.
ilics In. Actlon for bringing this na-
tonally rccognlzed prcgrnm to our
community.

We have concrete guidcllnu for
avolding heart disease '— exerclse at,
Cleast three days a week, don't smoke,
cat a low fat dlet, etc. Dut conslder
the guldelines we have.for avolding

. alcohol:related problems: “Modera-
{lon-is the key,” or “Know when (g -

say when.”
Whal does that mcnn? Such guide-

"~ llnes are wide open to Interpretation

and offer tittle help. .

TWYKAA . presents ‘well-
rescarched -informatlon on how io
estimate Indlvidual risk for develop-

. lnz a problem wlth alcoha) and how

choose concrete, Jaw-rlsk options
lor Individual drinking behavlor,

- Best of all, the course teaches par-

ents how 10 relate’ this information

*as well -2 thelr own values about

drinking to thelr kids, no ‘matter
what vatues they hold.

" Detore. TWYKAA, -1 had a liitle
‘ldea ,whnl ta say to my leens on the

. subJect, . but now I feet contident fn *

discussing drinklng with them and tn

! s.'lylng the r!ghl thing without turn-

ing lham olf
The cousc 100k 10 hours over four
weeks, but it was onu.of the best 10

hours I"have ¢ver spent. TWYKAA |

takes time, but it does not waste

. time. The cost is $10 for the written,

materials,

1 strongly rl:cummcnd this pro-
gram to anyone concerned about the
pressures facing our’ lcenagers to-
day. For more Information, contatt

Pat Newcombe'at Farmlington Fam-

ilies In Actlon, 473-8576..
- L

a Enberg,
Farmiogton

FHS show
was great

'I'o theedltor; .

Bravo to the students and teachers
at l-‘nrmlngum High School for thelir
‘recent pcrlurmunce of *The Music
Man*

it was an ouutandmx experience
for everyoue lavolved and was evi-

dence of the strong vocal and insteg-

oiental ‘musle. programs In the
Fannington Schools.

A spectal thanks to Richard Swnn.
Richard Burgess, Jan Brachel; Nor-
man Logar and Lucy Koviak. The
sct deslgn by Don Keys and Michae)

home agnln Rose.

" Thanks guys.
Bruce and Katby §all,
Narthvllle

keep those‘
cards coming

To the editor:.

1L, readers of the Farmingion Db~
server. My name is Levi Jarrell. I'm
a fifth-grade student at Ciayton Ele-
mentary School In Englewood, Colo.

. Our class 48 studying geography
and history of the Unlted States. We
would .appreclale it 1If you would
send us 3 posicard from your state
so we can learn wnore about our
country.

The nddrm ls Clnywn Elementa-
ry-School, 4600 S. Fox Street, Engle-
wood, Colo 80110, .

Thank you for your help.

Levi Jlncll.
Esglewood, Colo,

" Opinions are .
' to be shared

We welcome: your ideas, as do
your That's why we offer

Todorov was
This ploy was a fine anmpln of
how the arts enclch vur lives and
give everyone: involved the’ great
fecllng of accompilshment that
comes with excellence,
And to the Darbershop Quariet:

T stifl hununlng “Lids Ruse, I'm”

. this space on a weckly baals for opln-
fons In your own words, We wlll help
by editing for clarity.

Letiers should be malled to: the
vditor, The Farmington Observer,
21898 Farmington Road, Farm!ng
{un 48336,
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