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points of view

MY DEC. 5 COLUMN described
how I was accused of sexual chay-
vinism in a unlversity course [ was
teachlng. T invited you to judge my
guilt or lnnocence and promiscd o
excerpt your best analyses and also
reveal how the class judged me.

My clissroom “offense™ was to
choose three consecutive men- to
lead inltla} discusslons of case
studies, causing a female student
to complala to a classmate. After
another student overheard and re-
ported her remark to me, I'wrote a
casc study on the Incldent liself
and had another female student
+| lead Its analysis.

- The study defenslvely featured a
tong list of my:pro-female Inilla-
tives such as hiring or promoting
women (o princlpalships. I had
been unaware of the complalnant’s
identity uniil she vehemently
seolded me In ¢lass for embarrass-

case. Her dlscomfort made me re-
gret dolng it, but a majority of the

‘ated me during the discussion.

YOU DID THE same. Your most
Inclsive analysls came: from Na-
tonal Organizatton for Women nc-
tvist Geraldine, Barclay of Bir-
mingham, who admonlshed me for
& “cavalier approach to the is-

self as trivial. Troy's Helen Welske
chlded my student for stirring the
proverbial “tempest in a teapot.”
Alas, I cannot let myself off the
hook so easily. As 1 conlessed to
my class in recapping Its discus-
slon, my act - albeit subconsclous

ing her by writing and using this.

male and female students exoner -

sues,” but dismissed the incident it- .

f one-

Male exploiters
must try harder

In power have done to women. In

" fact, it will be understandable If

many women never become able to
compleicly trust us.

Consider this: In 1991 the state of
Michigan rcfused to pay for the
. abortion of a woman Impregnated
by ‘gang rapé. US. scnators who
didn‘t belleve the extremely credic
ble Anita Hill argued that no alher
woman testified to having been
harrassed by Clarence Thomas,
and sworn statemenis of .women
wha said they'd beer assaulied by
Willlam Keanedy' Smith  were
disregarded duting hls rape trial.

MEN GENERALLY contlnue {0
pay a lower social and economic
price for any kind of - sexual
mishap, whether or not it origlnat-
ed consensually. In fact, In the pre-
AIDS/Magic Johnson ecra, men
were frequently admired for multi-
ple sexual exploits, while women

who similarly Indulged were. dis- |

dained, The pervasive pornography
industry ‘also dehumanizes women
and - inclies * aggresslon toward
them, N
Meanwhile, a national magazine
picks Smlth as an “intrlguing per-
sonallty” of the year along with
-Johnson, Axl Rose, Pec-wee Her-
.man -and serlal - killer - Jeffrey
Dahmer! : e
Ce all this, my one siu-

—"was Ind
single hyperseasitive soul is dis-
turbed by an act so scemingly in-
consequentlal, “then the act is
wrong — and that it was commit-
ted by a male In a “position of pow-
er” within a male-domlnated soci-
cty'makes It doudly so, H
This sequence has taught me iwo
things: 1. Even an old human rights
advocate like me can still become
more sensitized to others’ rights;
and 2. it's golng to take a long time

dunt's concern about the - gender
chosen first to Jead case analyses
does appear comparatively puerlle,
yet it remains.a symplom of how
women are regarded — sometimes
even by themselves. Thus 1 Dlus-
trales a man-to-'Ao0man, woman-to~
woman and man-1o-man communl-
cation gap which both sexcs should
try hard to_closc in order to stop
sexual chauvinism and exploita-
tion, And men, as the major ex-
ploiters, must {ry harder.

to undo the psychic damage males
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Tough stance needs justice‘

COUNTY PROSECUTOR Richard
Thompson revels In maintaining a
tough stance on ceime. L

"My goal i to enforce the law and
send a clear measage,” he says,
“People who violate the law In Oak-
land ‘County will pay for thelr
erimes.”

Few in Oakland Counly — with
the ‘exceptlon of the criminals —
would disagree with that.

‘The problem lles in Thompson's,

. definitlon *of crime¢ — which he

broadens 1o rest not necessarily on

« the law but on hls awn moral convie-

tions.
1t Is this definitlon which has been -

disputed at varlous turns by pollce,
Jjudges and the cltizens themsclves.
& Case 1 — Thompson's Instiga.

Ctlon of ralds on vldeo stores last

summer for carrying pornographic

* raterlals didn't have the support of
. some Qakland County pollce depart-

ments, . .
West. Bloomlield police” Chief

Ronald Cronin sald his cops had bet-
ter things to do with their time. And
Southfield police said they would In-
vestigate only if they get complaints.
Even Farmington police Chlef Wil.
liam Dwyer, who said he would en-
force Thempson's edict, declined to
have his depariment Judge what's
obseene, They'tl send it to the pro-
secutor for revlew,

& Case 2 — A number of Oakland
County judges are on record -that
Thompson refuses lo plea bargaln
cases which wouldn't make any dif-
ference in the seatencing and has a
history of fillng charges more s¢-
rious .than are warranted by the
crime. . Lo
* The result Is-bogged down court
dockets and fallure to convict for the
greater offense. Then the courd loses
all jurisdictlon and has no authority
to Impose counseling or olher means
ingful rehabllitation. .

® Case 3 ~ Last week a Survey
by 'Market Opinton Reserch of

His strategy wins

EVERYBODY HAS storles about
shopping for cars. 1 won't-tell you

mine. Instead, I'll tell"you my fa- -
* ther's. It'll restore your faith In pur-

chasing antomobiles.
This happened about 20 years ago,

-when | was 17, My father, Curt, took
me along while he shopped for a car.”

“We went 1o a Buick dealer. Curt’

scanned (he fot and saw a car he
tiked. We went info the showroom,
where we were promptly shown inte
‘asalesrep'soffice. . - . -
The. sales rep put a couple small
napklns down in front of us, and cups

.of coffee’ on the napklns, Curt ‘told

him what car he was tnterested In,

““and to please {lgure out a price.

THE SALES REP flred up'hls add-

..ing machinc. While he was doing.
.that, Curt tock .the napkin, wrole .

somethlng on i and put the napkin,
tace down, back on the sales rep's
desk. .

1y tore off the last bt of paper and
handed it 10 my father. In turn, my
father handed him the napkin,
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About a yacd of addlng machine
tape later, the sales rep triumphant- .

p -
Sherman

My father ignored lhc"adding ma-

chine tape. The sales.rep looked at |

the figure on ‘the napkin.and sald,
“What's this?" - My . father said,
“That's what I'm. paying for the
car.” The sales rep started jumping
up and dow!
of “no way.
his ground.

fy father calmly stood

saylng the equlvalent.
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) - Judlth Doner
© / Sy Berne
Farmington Hills' showed clilzens
throughout the metro area — and
most strongly In Oakland County —
disagreed with Thompson's prosecu-
tion on murder charges of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian. -
Thompson got a cltlzens’ grand
Jury to Indict Kevorkian for assisting

two wormcen with thelr wish to com-.

mit sulclde rather: than face pro-
Tonged Ilness [eading to death,

The survey foiind support fer leg--

islatlon allowing doctor-assisted sul-

cide was strongest In Oakland Coun-

ty. . K
1t is Thompson's second attempt
to charge Kevorkian with murder,

for li
", Tho sales rep went and got his
manager. They both started jumping
up and down, chorusing no way. My
Jfather quietly told them ‘to settle
down and sald we werao golng to have
lunch, and to please have the ‘car
_ready by 3’p.m. They said"the car

* waouldn't be
“ership..

ONCE “E WERE in my-jather’s '

car, 1" asked where we were going
next to look -for a-car. e informed
one.

After Junch, we'went to the bank.’

My father came out with a small en-
velope and tucked it in the inner
pocket of his suit. We drove back to

ready. We left the deal”

me, quictly, that we had just bought

The first was thrown out of court by
Clarkston district Judge Gerald
McNally who ruled that since Michi-
gan has no law agalnst assisted sui-
clde, Kevorkian Is within his rights
and the law, .

‘Thompson, who is up for electlon
in November, learned his trade over
years as chief assistant prosecutor
under” L. Brooks Patterson. - Now
Patterson, in private practice, says;
1 sec the office as a tad tougher to

. negotlate with." . .

.Oakland County wants an aggres-
. sive prosceutor who wlll maintain
safe streets. But It also wants a rep-
.utatlon for justice and making the
charges {it the crime —,when Indecd
.a crime actually has been commit-
ted. - . ‘
R :
Judith Doner Berne is assistant
. nianaging editor for the Oakland
County edilions of the Observer &
Eecentric Newspapers.

tle guy

.the Buick dealership.

." The car Curt had picked out was

“'waiting In front"of the dealership,
freshly washed and. prepped. Some
guy was stanBing there with a screw-
driver waitlng to transier the llcense
plates. Curt went into the dealership,
reappeared five minutes later, and
‘we drove the new Buick home. X

1'was impressed. 1 didn’t know

what had made the sales rep and his
manager.change theif minds, T still
don't. Curt won't tell. me. But that's |
not the polnt. The polnt ks that every
now and then, the little guy wins &’
bigone. ' LR

Phitip A. Sherman is editor of
the' West Bloomfield/Lakes' Ec. .
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