Rob Smaort,
Bob s son,
has worked
inthe
business
since he was
14, Here, he
strips down a
chairin t\he
back shop
nrea.

- Smart business
~Upholsterer blends hard work,
patriotism in successful shop

. By Canoy Hons
staff wier

“Bob Stetd Iv A patriotic sort ‘of

s the 1edd, white and.blie
ronnniaity too,

of Greden City Uphol

wotuwh Farmington is

s rlding the erest
X these days,

W escy- le furaitere, and all our
privtuis made iy America,” he
Sald prowdly. -

Ut

(. the formier  Fannington
is up Grand Itiver lasl August
. i aldition to hpmsell and wife,
kewps severa) people busy,
his snn Rob and employees
Srczepantk.

s I fotelmnoviay, (o Farming.
L ol

tie added. : . o
Sinat attribisles his successfol
and busy shop to une thing: “Just -

hard wosk. We work at [t he sald.
wery day we wotk at If and we get
Better amd bettes ) betler ™

Farogngtun ills resldent,’

st Laonghit by business to.tbe

uphotstery shep was original-
fen iy, then pn Livonla for |
1

“know your

“neighbor

“We can hustic when we have to,”
he added. “They want the best Job
they can get, and that's what we glve
‘em.” . : e

- SMART'S BUSINESS story. is'an”
_ Jnsplration. More than 20 years ago,

he lost his job with a major food
. chain. He worked odd jobs for four

, feed his' family “before gettlng a
‘break at the upholstery- shop he
ceventually bought. L
" “The owner sold the business to hlin
"dirt cheap”-giving him an opporiu-

y (0 fultill a llfelang dream. - .-

ness, ever siace 1 got home {rom the

Korean War,” he: said. “1 just fell
,Intolt, and we made it pay.”

Smart grew up In a large family,

shucking corn for $0 cents a day and *

delivering newspapers and caddying
to make a few bucks. He ran off 1o

- join the Army at'the age of 16 to

Common sense helps

" . The Army didn’ea

avoid thy pitfalls athe streets, using.
his brother's bl
up for the Kurean ar,

ch on until he
left four years . He said he was
100 young to sate in'World War 11,
but newsreels ! the patriotic feed
Iog of the tip leit he and his

- (riends vager topive.. |
years, having to rely. on’ wellare o -

Today, Smar{boasts not only a

six children ‘-{one son and, five
daughters. Heblans someday to

“leave the busind in the hands of his
,A2.ycar-old sof who has worked
. “these since he s
" "T've always Wwanted my own busl.,’ |

14 years old

UPHOLSTEING furniture . is
more than justhanging a material
i explained.. Some-
njcutting down Jegs.
sipe of a piece; or
chajrs  Into &

changing the
even  comblnig
loveseat or sofsy

“There's reall joy dnitan - i'sa

~curb automobile theft

By Kim Kome¥n .
stalt wrier

st mington 1klls loereased

cteent in 1941 compared to 1990,
Avearding to the FBL Unifortn
Cen warts, Michi ranks 10th

nat in vehlcle theft " per
1m0 popmlation Detroit ranks Sth
autnler of auta thelts is the

tharCof e et se pationwide s
asurance fraud, The National
Aute Theft Bureau ituibules 15 per
cent of theft reparts to fraud, Somne
focal lgsutance companles believe
that the rite of fraudulent claims Is
actually closer to 30 pereent.
Although  the * Amerlean publlc
tends to be apathetic toward pre-
< venling vehicte thely, 1t is not a vic
trless crisne. . Approximately 10
percent of imr personal Income s
speat on buying and tnaintaining our
cehicle: en though most owners
are lsured and don't always teel the
ceonuiic bnpact of auto thelt dl-
fuctly, the local vehicle theft rate is
a key factor in determining insur-
ance premiums. As the crime rate
{ncreases, so will insurance rates.
Another lmporiant facior in vehi-

cle theft I3 that some stolen cars are

used_ o conimit violent crimes, pro-
vide money 10 Urug users, or for Joy-

Seoucer)

riding, which sometimes resulls In
injury or death.

INDIVIDUALS NEED (o take re-
sponsibility for reducing their own
risk of vehicle theft by consistently
practicing a few common sease ac-
tions: : \

® Roll up the windows, lock th
doors and pocket the key, whether
you leave your car a minute or sev-

. eral hours,

® Always try to park ln o busy
and well-lghted arca.

& Park your car in your garage,
i you have one, and close the door.

3 you park on the strect turn your™

wheels sharply lo the curb.

o Teave oy the ignition key
with'a parkingiltendant and nake
sure no identifng information is at-

" tached.

® Avoid leawng personal identifi-
cation docurmvils, keys or credit
cards anywherin the vehicle. Carry
your aute reghkation with you,

e When yol place packages or
valuables in yar car put them in the
trunk or coverthem up. 1f possible,
remove cellulalphones, CBs, or ster-
co componuntsfrom their brackets
and put them n a secure Jucation
when you parkor take them inside
with you. ' .

® Always rport suspicious peo-
ple and activits o the-police ime
mediately wha you see them. He-
port abandonediars tu pollce.

® Consider Distalling anti-theft

. devices, such ps stecring column

Jocks, alarms @ a “kil)” switch that
disables the strier when the engine
ts turned of f. Rasember that any se-
rlous anti-theft Bivice must do more
than just make teise. .

® Don't spexl money on anti
sheft devlces vikss you plan 1o fol-

low the sugges.ec precautlons. If you.

purchase antedeft  devices, use
them. . .

Kim Kemsle is a erime pre-
vention ' teclnician with the
Farmington s Police Depart-
ment.

Hills cops plan seminar

“on fighting rubber checks

- ington Hllls pollce department’s dretective bureau, and
Ronald Norton of Comerlca Banky losl_]!rcvcnlinn de-
h ! .

TFhe, Farmtngten Hilly Police Depariment’s crime
prevention séction wil) host o seminar’ aboyt what you
.can do o prolect yourself from bad checks, o

Scheduied for 9 a.m. Thursday, Feb, 27, {n the Farm-
ington Hills City Councll chamber, the seminar i free,
but reservations ace required by Friday, Feb. 21..

The Oakland County Prosccutor's office recently
revised ts polley on bad check cases. It you wish to
tully protect yourself agalnst the potentis] finaneial im-".
pact of bay checks, thls seminar s a must, according lo

Farmington Hills police.

- Every year, millions of dollars are lost by Oakland
Connty busincsses through bad chiecks. Featured speak-

rtment;

checks.

- days.

‘The following (0plcs will be addrissed ot the semlnar:
® What you can do to prevent bad checks. s
@ What to'do after you recelve abad check.

@ How the pollce depalr!mentI follows up on bad

@ Your legal rights and mpom‘lbillllm‘
For more informatlon or to RSYP, call the crime pre-
vention sectlon at 4739640, 8:30 o.m. to 4:30 p.m. week-

rtificate (o sign .

self-made busimks, but a family of -~ _m‘l! ¢

Thursday, Fobruary 13, 1892 O&F

1137

Longlime Farmington Hiils resldent Bob Smart
sits in a'recently recovered choir ot his down-
town Farmington buainess, Garden City Uphol-

Vers skilled trade.” be saud A doc,

1or Anows where 1o cut and so do

we " . . .
““1-try to selt them a product
{uing 10 get some uye from.”

The tiost intersting job the shop

had was upholsterlog of a coffin — a
.job for a local rock band that used It
as a prop. They have also done boats

. and recreational vehicle projects

and uphnlstered bars

His business acumen was reward-
wen Smart was aamed
ssian ot the Year by
the Lavenia Chamber of Commerce.
He now belongs to the Farmington/
1tungton 1hills Chamnber of Com-

d gotten involved by
roups in the area, such

¢ )f] suggested retail

Man.-Wed, & Fri.
10 am-6 pm
Thurs. 10 am-9 pm
sat. 10 am-5 pm

SALE - SAVE 30%

e upholstered fuenito e

~ photos by SHARON LaMIEUX/atatl photographac

stery on Grand River, He takes pride in the
business, where, he says “we recycle furnliure,
and all our products are made in America.”

I've always wanted my own business,
ever since | got homne from the Korean

War. 1 just fell into it, and we made it

. pay.’. -
. — 8Bob Smart
. owner, Garden City Upholstery
as the Qptimists and Elks, ship 1o a city,” be said “1- never

Smart_also ‘scrved “on the public’
safety committee for the Farming:
ten Hills Year 2000 study which, he
sald, gave him a new respect for the
oy

“I've witched this go trom a town-

'EXPREGSSIONS

Sarings To Celebrat
Neeas the fure toesperemee th
wbommbator e a)
atsprectacnba v

Lt tisme veatreanty et o

thought 1 would stay in one place
this long. 1 lived”in" Garden .City,

Walled Lake, Livonia, then § got heer |

and didn't leave.

*You feel safe here. It's a great .

ity
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