By Pat Murphy
stalt writor

Despite efforts to retain its uque
atmosphere, at least onc amdty
will likely be lost if Oakland Unier-
sity this week goes ahead with pna
1o privatize the financlally straped
Meadow Brook Music Festival.

Patrons will no Jonger be ablto.

being Neir own wlne or alcoholic.
beverage to enjoy with the program.

They'll have to bdy It on the prem-

ises: .
The OU Doard af Trustees
Wednesday was scheduled to consld-
er — and possibly vote to aceept —
a proposal from Interlm President
John De Carlo to turn operatlon of
the music festival over to Olympla

Arenas Inc. and Brass Ring Produc-
tions.

“We - fecl our new promoter has
the expertlse and hooklng power to
attract top quality artisis (o Mcadow
Brook and to broaden the. festival
appeal,” De Carlo said in a state-
ment released carly this week. © -

Besides maklng the music festival
more competitive with Pinc.Knob

and the Palace of Auburn Hllls, turn-
ing it over to Olympla'“will lessen
{0U's) (inanclal liabllity and can be-
gin to reduce a $1.2 milllon debt In-
curred over the past several sea-
sons,” De Carle sald in- the-state-
ment.

DETAILS OF TIIE agreement
were not-made public Immediately.

Assessment freeze works 2 ways

By Tim Richard
stoff writor

Ttoland C. (Andy) Andersen, acilng
of the staté Treasury's .

‘That property tax nuwnnl
Ireeze works both ways:

Your local assessor can't lncnse
your property's value in 1992 ut
must kecp it at 1991°s level.

Your assessment won't be lw-
cred, either,

-“You can appeal to-the boarwof
review this year for conslderationf
a reduction next year,” sald ste
Sen. Nick Smith, R-Addison, audr
of PA 19 of 1991, the “frecze” law

UNDER SOME limlied circa-
stance, your 'Ol assessment canwe
changed this year, but they're v-y
limlted.

propefty 1ax ‘division, lists the ex-
ceptlons In buHclIns sent to boards nl
review:’

o “Additions” ~ Valug can rise

for new construction, physical addl-
nons, valuables, nol Innludcd on the

@ “Comblnations” =— Value can
be adjusied where parcels have been
mmblncd

@ Errors — The assessor made a

clerical mlsmke tast year. . .
* ‘» Poverly, exemptlons — 'rhm )
“must be.consldercd by the board of -

review each year, If the 1991 board
of review granted g poverty exemp-

991 .
lh:u were lncompkele ns of |ss|s
tax day.

@ “Losses” - Valuc can be de-
ereased by removal or destructlon of

“property.

® "Splits”, — Land l)la( has been

" Patted, particularly when the new '

tots have been enhanced by access -
roads or uullllu. canbe ralscd

Older adul’s can explore

The' Southeast Ml:hlgan . Olu
Learner Committee wilk host a or-

* day, conference {rom 9:30 a.m.»

3:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 28 at Mado
na Universlty in Livonla,

“Moving Toward Tomorrow," wl
explore . cducational . opportunith

‘Mensa features.
- Detroit history -

Southeast Michigan Mensa wi
hold its public monthly meeting at
‘p.m. Saturday In Southfietd.

Dick Blair, a Detrolt Edison histo
rian, will conduct a plctorlal presen
wtlon of the history of Detroft. The

lon will include
dating from the Civll War to the
present. He will also discuss prope:
preservation methods of photos and
documents.

Admisslon is $3 per pcrson This

* meeting is located at the Southfield

Civic Center (on Evergreen Road,
Just south of 11 Mlle) in the Parks
and Recreatlon Building.

For further Information please
contact vice president Marlene Buf-
{a a4 342-2095.
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_thelr educatlonal optlons

“for oldcr adults and fealure work-
shop designed, for community ‘and *
“adult educators, sentor center’ and
agency stalf and older adults inter:
ested in Hfelong leasnlng.

Cost for the conference, co-spon-
sored by Madonna, the Michlgan Off-
ice of Services to the Aging and the

" state Department of Education, is

“$15 (310 for retlrees) and includes
lunch. Registration is due by Friday,
Feb, 21, with the gerontology depart-
ment at Madopna.

For more Information, call $91-
5089 or £42-1040.

tion, your will rise this
year unjess you apply agnln ..

® New owner — 1f you acquired
the propcrly after Jan. 1, 1991, you
may appeal your 1992 assessment if
youdidn't appcnl hl 1991,

I‘ERSO\AL propnrly lsnl cov-_

ered by the *freeze” law.

Some attarneys think this section -
Is unconstltutional. They note the',

Michlgan Constitution requires that
all property be uniformly

at 50 percent of its true :ash market
value, Sa far, this sectlon h:un t been
challenged tn couft,

The Jocal board of review may not .

reduce your value for depreclation,
Nor may It ralse the value of a

commerclal property where the rent.
-has gone up in 1991 and the market

value Is higher. .

Unless your prupcrty fits one ‘of |
* the exceptions, there's fittle the tocal
- board of review can do in 1992 when

It mects In March.

But it might be worthwhlle to ap-
peal anyway, Andersen’s instruc.
tlons to boards of review are to "doc-
ument and forward (o the assessor
Information. . for comlderatlnn by
the assessor in 1993 .

A followup law, PA 135 of 1991
(spansorod by Scn Davld Honigman,
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R-West Dloomfield), says, “The as-
sessor shall consider this- informa-

. tion in pmparlng the 1993 assess-

ment.

DESPITE ‘I'HE bo;lrd of rcvicw s

hands’ being tied, one other avenue

is open (o you, accordIng (o-a pam-*

phlet of the now defunct Michigan
Consumers Counctl:

“You may appeal further to the
In your

Michigan. Tax Tribunal « . .
own.behalf .or be-represented by an
attorney or nlher pemn of your
‘cholee. :

“You c:ﬁnok take your appeal } be- g

fore the tax tribunal unless you have

Alrst protested lhrnngh the board of

review appéal process.”
Deadllne fs June 30 (o appeal.to
the tax tribunal. The addres Is: Tax
‘Tribunal,
48909, Telcphone is 5173346521,
Sources . for' this “article are

- state statues and Trensury bulle-
tins. This newspaper cannot give .

tax advice. Contact your local as-

-sessor's office first to confirm, j’nl-

mq dutes aud pmccduru

PO Box 30232, Lansing:

Thuraday, Fobruary 13, 1992 {24 F

(O15A

But It i3 believed that OU will get a

- tixed dollar amount and possibly a

percentage of ticket sales.

Meadow Brook about to grab onto Brass Ring

a unjversity sciting.

“The Meadow Brook Music Festl-
val has a.unique place in the mar-
ket,” sald James Lltes, Olymylus

The festlval is on OU property

of . the I of
Adams Ttoad and Walton Boulevard.
1t has been the summer home of the
Detroit Symphony - Orchestra since
1354 and the sllv.‘ of popular conccru
slnce 1870,

Dut aticndance has dropped off In
recent years - partly because of in-
creased competition — and the festi-
val piled up a deflelt of more than §1
million. .

“It just makes sense to privatize
the festival,” trustee Andrea L.

.Fisher of Birmingham said Tucsday.

“OU shouldn't be in the business of

‘running a theater festival.”

Trustce L. Brooks Palterson Tues-
day said.he basically agrees. “Presl-
dent De Carlo has been working on

* this for several months, and I agree

with the concept.

“But | want to see specllics ol the
contract before 1 can say | apprave
(or disapprove) of the contract,with

Olympln I Jusz want the b|51 dcal .
for OU .

S[Z\ ERAL I‘RO\IOT I‘.RS were

- interested in running the music festi-

val,” But final negotlatlons.Involved
wa pmmalcr: —: Qlympla, apera-

tars of the Fox Theatre and Joe Lous’

is' Arena, and Arena Assoclates Inc.,
which runs .the Palace of Auburp
Hills and the New Pine Knob.

* While some change s cxpeclnﬁ if

-Ahe . popular summer attractlon is

privatized, De Carlo lnxlm-d the mu-
sic festival would rémain “an’lnte-
gra) part of OU,” with the program-

;’m1ng - .-md ambian:e < suitable to °

vice e defi-
niluly want to )u:ep its rnlaxt‘d set-
lng.”

Even soA the old pracilee of pa-
Lrons bringing their own booze will
be ended, he sald.

For almost three decadus, festival
patrons have been.allowed (o bring
theii own food and beverage, The
testival didn't necessarily encourage
patrons to bring their own alcoholic
beverage, said Grcxg Bloomtield,
testiva) spokesman. “But we had a
policy of not inspecting the coolers
or dce chests pcop'lc brought with .
them:” .

The result.was an understanding
that patrons could bring thelr own,
as long ax they didn't abuse the priv-
ilege and it didn’t lead 1o rowdiness.

* “That was-a workable policy,”
sai¢ Paiterson, the former Oakland
County prosecutor, “a nice ameni-
. b b ) ’

OLYMPIA  DIDN'T necessarily .
want to_end that policy.” Lites sald,
cven thaugh the sale of liquor is ex-
pected to be a’good source of reve-

© nue.

“But we do wam 10 obtain a liquor
license for the facility,” he said.
“And the rules applicable 1o a liquor
license dé.not permli the consump-
tion of unlicensed alcchol.

Theater patrons whl still be able
to hring chicken or other summer-
ume favorites, he sald. But if they

. wanL to wash it down with wine, a
. cooler or other alccholic beverage, *

ihey'll have to buy it there,
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SAVE 50%

Men's
cIress slacks, top coats, dress shirts,

suits, sportcoats,

Somerset Mall

SO 3-0700

FINAL’CLEARANCE;

neckwear, shoes, sportswear

SAVE 50%-60%

Women's suits, jackets, skirts, dresses, -
" coals, blouses, sweaters, activewear -

Savings are off ongnal prices With aviogs thes great,
there s nominal nuge Jur alterasons I vut expert Gilors,

2849 West Big Beaver Road, Troy:




