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Falcons whip Warriors, win dual crown

By Dan O Mnn
statl wrltor

Farmington added the Western Lakes Ac-
“Uvitles Assoclation dual-meet Utle. to fts
growing list of wrestling achlevements
Thursday.

The Falcons

state (tcnm) meet, that’s what It's golng to
take,” Farmington coach Al Beyar sald. “We
have (o have pins and we can’t glve up any,
That's why we had such a big dliference In
the score.”

The Falcons lmmd themselves tralling 13-
0 after three bouts, but that wasn't so bad,

Walled Lake Western 39-20 in a contest that
was more one-sided than when the teams
tled 31-31 lnst month In Lhc Novi dual tour-
nament.

“We dldn’t gc( plns when we needed them;

and we didn't stay off our backs,” Western
coach Dick Watson sald, adding that more
and less of the respective two wouldn't nees
essarlly have aliered the outeome.

“But it would have made the score look
betier. They were a better team tonlght.
They shnwcd up and we dida’t.”

‘Farmington (13-1-1) won 'seven bouts, .

three cndlng In pins and another by technf-

cal fall. Of the four Western (19-2-2} victo--

rles, only one multcd inapln.

' “1TOLD THE Kids from now on untll the

visitlng -

g to Beyar, who was confldent hu
team would come back in the upper welghts
where Farmington Is strong.

2.
Western's Rob Fritz (103) defeated Fabio .

Cervl 7-5, Andy Fritz (112) plancd Chris Dar-
nell In 1:44 and Benjl KIm (119) carned 2 9-1
decision aver John Lane,

- “Actually, we could have been down 18-
0, Beyar sald. “Two kids wrestled pretty
well, so we were five points better than 1
thought we would be. T knew the next three
matches would be ours.”

The Faleons took a 17-13 lead when Jon
Duff (125) pinned Eric Bagalay (1:48), Matt
Smith (130) scored a technlcal falt over Jon
Keevis, Jeading 16-0 midway in the second
period, and Steve Lemicex (135) plnned

" Andy Scott {2:59).

- In whnl chnr termed a nwlng match at

140, Farmington's Mlke Prough defeated

-Dusila Shear B-4, Travis Ilacqua got the

Warrlors back within three points (20-17)
when he dc{naled Jason Hotllday 13-1 In tlle
next bout. -

But the Falcons, who were guaranteed ulx
points because of a forfeit in the heavy-
weight class, clinched u\e vlclory with three
xirnlght wlns

DAVE MONGE (152), who dclcmed Tom
Maliszewskl 3-2 previously, won 5-0 this
time. Mike Pallo {160} plnned Tracy Cough-
Iln in" 48 seconds, and Ryan. Adams {171),

teading 6-4 after two periods, scored elght.

polnts in the finale and delfcated Scott Offer-

. man 14.6. Thl_: wins puahcd Farmington's

lead to 3317,

“That was a big kid lur {Adams)," Beyar
ald. “He wresiled.a kid from Berkley who
was bullt better than the Western kid, and he
was able Lo beat hlm, too,

“He moves real well, scores points urly'
" and baslcally wears them out. His qulckneﬂ

and agllity are really phenomena).”
Western's Arnic- Gillert {183) cdged Rob

cavaxnol 3-2 when he scored a lwo-pulnt
takedown in the final seconds.

Adams and Cavagnol could compe(e at
150, but the Falcons have three good wres-
tlers at that welght, Adnms wclgtu 184 and
Cavagnol 162, ..

Farmlngton's Mnl( Sl;l:ocky was the
heavywelght winner, The previous dual end-

" edina tie when he was disquallfled for using

an Nllégal move. The Western heavyweight
who wrestled Siskosky that day bas slnce
qult the team, and the new one was aick
Thursday, Watson said.

The Warrlors were minus three other var-
slty wrestlers but so was Farmlnan. Wnl-
son added.

WESTERN'S JOUIN Glbson (130), Dave
Bartlett (135)'and Zack Dudden (140) were
elther Injured or sick, he said. Farmington's
Dave Link (140} has the flu, and Beyar chose
not o enter either John Economy (103} or
Rob Sutton {119), bolh nl whom were cutUng

" weight, he said,
The crossover dual mec& bctwccn WLAA-

ule in 1892 = meant two of the lenguc cone "
tenders had to wrestle each other just two
days before the tournament, which is the
sole factor In determining the champlon. .
“1 still ke the Idea {of the dual),”” Watson
said. "It was a chance to get some good -

- competition, The only thing that hurts you is

when  you Jose Lo someone ynu 've beaten be-

Walson added he took a “soft™ approach
In preparing hls team for the dual because it
had ilitle signiticance.

“If they decided to make this the league
championshlp, it would have béen o little
different,” he sald. "Thls is silll Just a
match.” .

Beyar sald he would llke to see the wres.
tling champion determined the same way
the WLAA does it In football whereby the
division winners play an actual title game. .

“If we're going to have a dual, it should
declde ‘the conference . championship,” he
sald. “The league ‘meet could be done ay

* strictly an individual thing or a comblnation

(Qo-champs if one team wins the dua) meet
and another wins the tournament).”

Blazers win showdown -
with Marlins in d|V|S|on

By Brad Emons -
statf weltor

The {ront-runner, at least for m;w.
In Catholic League volleyball cireles
Is Livonia’ Ladywood.

The Blazers wrnppcd up thelr flest -
Central Dlvislon title slnce 1989 with .

a 1513, 1513 victory Thursday on
the road agalnst rlval Farminglon
Hills Mercy. Ladywood clinched the
division with an’8-1 record, while
Mercy inished 7-2, -

It was the third meeting thls sea-
son between the two lule-rnnkcd
teams.

Ladywood avenged a lopsided 15-
12, 15-6 loss to the two-time defend-

. ing Catholic League champlon Mar-
1ins on their home floor back on Jan.

The Blazers, 28-4-3 overall, now
lead ihe spirited scason series 2-1.

“It’s the flrst time (Central Divl-
sion title) in three years and you glve
credit to our seniors and caplains
Mary Jo Keily, Jannel Hemme and
Michelle Wilson,” Ladywood coach
Tom Teelers sald, “There was a lot
of  pressure on both teams, but 1
don't think clther team played its

t match,

voII'_ey'baﬂ

“1- think the difference this time
‘Was our serving and our serve recep-
tlon. The last tlme Il was the other
way around. It was their serving and
serve receptlon that beat us.” .

Both teams 'now advance to the
single-climlnation. Catholic League

playoffs, which begln tonight at two
. sites. Sec playoff pairings, -~

“YOU CAN CROSS out serve re- .-

ception and just put serving,” said
first-year Mercy - coach. Ann Kol-
nytis, cxplalnlng her team's. loss.

“There were nine mlssed scrves in .
the last game, and if we had scrved

Just one over, we'd had won."

In the openlng game, Ladywood
built leads of 6-2 and 14-8 before
halding off a late Mercy run. -

Wendy Wolski, a $-foot-9 Mercy
senlor, served five consccutive

polnis, including an ace, to pull the .

Blazers to-within one polnt, 1413,
Bul Ladywood closced *out the

gamc on kills by ]unlnr Liz Gurn nnd
Mary Jo Kelly (the game-wlnner).
The. second game’ was nlp-and

luck all the way with numerous slde-

Dup!lc traillng tmost of |hc way, -

Merey Stayed within striking dls-
tance thanks to the front-row play of

6-foot funior Angela Assad (three

klits and three btocks)

-~ But-wlth the score knotted at 13-
- all, Mercy misflred three dll{ercnl

times on serves,

The Marlins made an unforeed er--
rar (o fall behind 14-13. Kelly's dink
then crossed over the net untouched
for the game-winner,

TEETERS SINGLED -out the

clutch ecffort of. middle-blocker
Hemme, a 5-foot-9 senlor, who {ig-
ured promineatly In the victory.

“She went from one of her worst

games {the Jast meellng - against
Mercy) to one of her best,” sald the
Ladywood coach. "It was her steadl-
ness, her key blocks, serving and
serve receptlon.”

Unofflcially,. Gunn. and Kelly
recorded clght and six kills, respec-

'llvcly. for the winners.
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divislon winners — an addition to the sched-

R PO

Mu-n:y 's Karin Kivela and Wendy Wolski try to
. blocu a Ladywoad apike in the Catholic League

games,

SHARON LoMIEUX/alaft pholographier

showdown Thursdoy. The Mariins lost in two

Hawks make strong bid but fall short

By Dan O'Mosra
staif writer

Plymouth Canton hasn't yet
reached the mountain top in Western
Lakes Actlvitles Associallon bo;
basketball, but it’s king of the hill for

now,

*Following its latest victory, Can-
ton will remain as such for the start
of - the league {ournament even if
North Farmington' and Livonla

Franklin should do the unlikely this -

week and upset the Chicfs.

In winning its 10th consecutive
game Friday, Canton cstablished a
two-game lead with a 53-48 victory
over host Farmington Hills Harrison
— the last remalning challenger for
ihe No. 1 seed in the tournament.

Harrison and Walled Lake Ccnlral
have two- losses but could tle the
Chiefs for first place; however, Casi-

ton bas beaten both and wins any tle-

breakers, .

The Chicls lead the WLAA wlth a
9.0 record and two regular-season
games on the schedule before posi-
season play starts Friday, Feb. 28,
The Hawks siipped to 7-2. Both
teams are 12-3 overali,

"WERE JUST ecstatic to come
out of this place with a 'victory,”
Canton coach Dave. Van Wagoner
sald, knowlng the blg prize will be
the tournament tlile ta be declded
Saturday, March 7. “IV's stlll carly.
We have a lot of Improvement 1o do

""before the year is over.”

when considl:r-

basketball

Harrison will be in the playoffs,
too, and coach Mike Teachman flg-
ures the Hawks can’t avoid Canton
and stlll have a successful lourna~
meat run.

“1 donl think there's any way, if
you're going to win the Jeague, that
you're only going to play Plymouth
Canton once,” he sald. "We proved
even when we're not at our best we
can stay with them.”

Despite the loss, Teachman was
not displeased with his team’s per-

lng many of his players were still
fighting the effects of the flu.

“As sick and physically down as
our team Is, I'm glad to be this close,
beeause they have the stuif to bury
you,” he sald. “They spread thelr

_scorlog around, and you can't con-

cenirate onone guy.”

One of those guys was senlor
guard Derrick McDonald, whe had
anather big foucth quarter when he
scored eight of his 14 polnts to help
the Chiefs claim another come-from-
bekind win.

“Derrick McDonald can lake aver
a game In the fourth quarter, which
he has done many times,” Van Wag-
oner sald. “He does that time and

Harrison
swimming
Farmington Hllls Harrlaon
iost its Wostorn Lokes Ac-
ivities Association dual

meat with Northvillo, but the
Hawks' Todd Faraboce was

day night. Soe story on Page
3B.

an indlvidual winnor Thurs-

SHATON LeMIEUX/stalf pholographor

again. He makes me look like a good
coach.”

SENIOR FORWARD Hal Heard

-maiched McDonald's scoring output,

and senior center-Tony Coshatt, re-
turning to nction after mlssing the
last three gamcs, had 13 polats, In-
cluding a monstrous slam dunk as
the game ended,

Senior center Pavl Gilvydh seored
a game-high 23 polnts for Harrison,
and sealor guard Dan Hight finlshéd
wlth 18, Only four Harrison players
scored as Mike Pesci and Justln
Romans comblned for the remalning
ning polnts,

With a share of first place ot stake
for the Hawks and two -of the
WLAA’s biggest teams going head-

to-head, the competltion was intense
and often times physical as the blg
men banged under the boards.

A minor scuffle broke out as the
players exchanged handshakes after
the game, and McDonald and Hight
were quickly separated by coaches
and teammales.

“It was just a hotly-contested bali.
game, and emotions got away at the
cnd,” Van Wagoner said. :

Harrison led 34-32 enterlng the fl-
nal quarter, but 67 guard Mike
Brennan hit a three-polnt shot that
put Canten ahead to stay. The Chicfs
scored the first seven points of the
pcrhﬁ)d and 11 of the first 13 to lead
43-36.
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Shamrocks earn
league ski crown

‘The Redtord Catholle Central ski
team llved up to coach Cass Zarli-
Kkowskl's expectations.

The Shamrocks, who carller this
month won the Mount Brighton Skl
Diylslen championship, captured the
Southeast Michigan Leaguo tlile
Thursday at Mount Holly. CC be-
came champlon with 110 points,
while West Bloomficld placed sce-

ond with 142 and Clarkston came In ~

third at 187,

The placing did not surprise Zarli- *

kowskl, who belleves (he Shamrocks
can make a similar showing in
Thursday's regional at Alpind Vat-
ley. The regional is set to start at 9
am.

T expeet them to win,” ho said.
“Anything can happen, but I think
we can go all the way this time. T
thought they did real well {In the
league mceet). We're peaking out at
the right time.”

Among those peaking are senlor
Steve Witck, who paced CC's run on

the slalom course with a fourth--

place Ume of 54.31 seconds. Witek

drew suppart from teamnmates Jason
Dacnell, 18th {(57.79), Tim Willtams,
24th (58.70), Andy Csicslla, 28th
(59.07) and Andy Kronk, 29th (59.45).

Both Darmell and Witek placed
ameng the top 10 skiers In the glant
slatom race. Darmell was third
(44.33) and  Witek " placed sixth
{16.18), while Matt Mclntosh took
12th (46.61), Cslcsila, 15th (47.23),
Williams, 27th (47.58) nnd Mixe .
lams, 60th (50.12).

Mike Willlams might have fared
better had hls goggles not fogged up
-near the end of the caurse.

“It was lixe skilng blind-folded,”
Zartikowsk| sald of Willlams' effort,.

THE FARMINGTON MILLS Mer-
cy ski team took seventh’ plnm Intle .
glrls meet, and to no onc's surprise,
Nicole Sinclair and Nicole Gable Jed |
the Marlins’ effort,

Merey gathered 200 points. Bir.
mingham Marlan won the meet with
63 polnts, and Bloamf{leld Hills An.
dover took second place (172).
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