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Musicians
remember
Rob Tyner

By Larry O'Connor
statf writor

T HEIRS WAS MORE THAN just music. MCS and

Its teader Rob Tyncr sent out a rallying cry in
the tate-1960s. The echoes of which are stll]
largely heard today in loca) music circles. .

One nieed took no further as evidence than 10 a series
of memorlal concerts thls week In tribite to Tyncr. 16,
who dicd Sept. 18 of a heart attack.

‘The Friends of Robln Tyner have put loxclher four

shows, including an eight-band concert “Kick Out The
Jams: A Tribute to Rob Tymer,” S:nurd:y. Feb. 22, at the
State Theatre in Detrolt,
. The Romantlcs; Goober and the Peas, Dark Carnival,
The Rationals, Loudhouse, The Notorlous Johnnys are
among those scheduled to perform. Also, rumors abound
of pessible appearances by members of other rm(lcmnl
acts tn the arca Saturday.

An allstar blues jam.Thursday, Feb. 20, at Mohy
Dicks In Dearbarn sets off the series, Other shows wlll
follow Friday, Feb. 2L, The Mlami and Sunday, Feb.
23, at Alvin's,

.+ A majority of the procecds will beneflt the Tyner
Scholarshlp Fund for hls chitdren, son Robin, and daugh-
ters, Amy and Elizabeth; with a portion also going (o the
Center for Creative Studies.

*1 think he’s some sort of focal polnt for-the Detroit
music scene,” sald commlittee’ member Scott Morgan,
whose Ratlonals were also'a product of the thriving '60s

in Detroit muslc, “Being the Jead singer for the MCS, a *

fot of people came up In the 1ate '60s and got started In
the muslc business at that time. They knaw how influen-
tial |hc MC5 were.

"AISO. THERE Is some sort of desire to be part of 2
commnnny It never had lhc oppartunity to happen be-
fore.”

One of Tyner's visions was a unlficd music scene in
Detroit. And he always did his part to foster it.

Aside from the MC5 — whose sound along with Iggy
and the Stooges Influenced a generation of punk and met-
a) bands — Tyner could Jater be seen helplng out Jocal
outilts, such as the Vertlcal Plllows and the Orange
Roughles. He also released a solo effort in 1990 “Blood
Brothers,” on Troy-based R&A Records trying to rekin-
dle an tnsurgent splril lhnt had been mmingly amiss in
thescene, - °

The memorlal congerts have evolved Into somclhln;
more than Just a gnlherlng to honor Tyner's musical con-
tributlons,

Slre fccording artist Primal Scream will do a video
performing an MCS number o be played at Saturday's

- show..Artist Gary Grimshaw has designed a commemo-
ratlve poster for the event, which will be presented to
« Tyner's wile, Rebecca.
The 5¢ or sa people invalved In The Friends of Robin
+ - Tyner perhaps best mirror the diversity of those affected
- by Tyner and the MC5s anarchistic sound and vision.
Included are a plethora of muslelans, radlo disc jockeys,
. concert promoters, club owners and jouma]isu who nn:
: normally in competitive sliuatlons. g

" "IN THE course of pulling them all (ngother. a lot of

* people who had no_prior relationship-have suddenly |

. found out they could get along with each other,” sald Ben
. Edmonds, who is cochair of The Friends of Robin Tyner
> with music Journallst Stewart Francke. *Which is some-

: thing Rob always worked for — a unified music commu-

T mity.”
Added Francke: “Everybody s mklng.a statement

© about how they feel about Detroit rock’n'roll and what it -

. can still do, and Rob'a contributlon to that.,”

'STREET SENSE

Rab Tyner was MC5's chlef lyricist,
but hls artislic vision expanded be-

The jdea of a tribute concert came about when a small
group of people et ajter Tyner's death to decide what
wolld-be the best way to remember him. Initlally, a bill
{eaturing national acts was considered but. proved un.
feasible.

A strong schedule of local acts was dcemod more ap-
propriate, sceing that Tyner held a firm belicf in the
singular strength of the musl: n!rl:ady here, Edmonds
said.

. Edmonds worked closely’ with Tyner, flnishing up a
book on the band “No Greater Noise: The MC5 Story"

due out In the spring of 1993. The author belicves there .

was no betier band llve than the MCS in its heyday of
late "60s and carly '70s. .

A testament IS the unbelievable numbcr of bands influ-

enced by the NC5 today, Including'many in the metal/ -

thrash nxplnslon In Seatile, Wash., and the UK.

- "TI{E THING that really dlsl!nguished the MC5 apart

from a lot of the stereotypleal peace and love bands of *

the era they came out of was they reflected a completely
ditferent consclousness,” Edmonds said. "They were niot
a hippie band In the classic *60s sense.-That's why the
darker sidc they looked at is more attractive to-people
today rathcr than the nostalgic flower power stuif.

"They were hated for It. Hate might be too mlld a
term. They were actively despised tn a Jot of quarters
because It was just too Ioud, too Intense and too aggres-
sive in a time when everybody was lovey dovey.”

- At the forefront of. the MCS's uncompromising !mnce

- was Tyner, who was the geoup’s chief lyricist,

Tyner's artistlc vision expanded beyond music, Ed-
monds noted, He was a gifted graphlc arilst and [nvolved

in poctry. Dut the 'way he expressed himself made any‘ .

conversatlon with him memorable.

“He communicated well withpeople,” sald Morgan,
who kept in contact with Tyrer after the MCS broke'up
in 1971 and 'sang on his “Blood Brothers” release. "H\:
interacted wel] with a wlde variety of peopte.” -

Which is understandable 1|ntc Tyner: always llad a
mesaagc 16 get across.

< |.5tub from these Saturday

yond musle. He was u'gilled graphic
artlst and involved in poclry.

IN CONCERT

When-and Where

Thursday, Feb. 2¢ —""Klck ot
the Jams" at Moby Dicks, 5452
Schaefer Road, north of Michigan °
Avenue,. Dearborn, 581-3650.
Blues Jam ‘featuring Jeil Grand
.'md others. Show timels 9 p.m. to
2am. -

Friday, Feb. 21 — ’l'he Rob

Tyner Rock and Rell Revival® at’

The Mlami, 3930 Cass, one mile

south of Wayue State Unlversity,

Detrolt, B831-3830. Featuring

Blanks, The Marshall ™ Gannla®
Band and Ox featuring Rob Tyntr

Jr. Show time 1s 9 p.m...

Saturday, Feb, 22 = “Kick Out
‘the . Jams; A Tribute to. Rob
Tyner" . at State “Theatre, 2118
Woodward Ave.,” Detroit, 961
5450, Featuring The' Romantics,
Goober and the Peas, Dark Carnl-
val, The Retlonals, Loudhouse,
The. Notorious Johnnys, .When
People . Were Shorter. and Llve
Near .the ‘Water, Former MCS
“geltarist. Wayne Kramer and for- .
mer Ramone Dee Dee Ramone
are scheduled (o perform. Tickets
arc 310 In advance ($5 wilh ticket
shows; -
The.Cult at-the Fox Theatre, Van
"Halen at The Patace and Teenage,
Fanclub at St. Andrew's Hall). ~

Sunday, Feb. 23 — “Remember
Rob Tyner” at Alvins; 5758 Cass,’
across from Wa
slty, Detrolt; 8322355, Poetry of-
Jim Gustatson and'Mick Vranich
<and music {nludnl Vcrﬂcll Pl

' Thursday, Feb. 20 .

e State Univer- |

laws.

Monday, Feb. 17 .

® Jozz Nerda
Cross Street Statlon, 511 W. Cross, Yp-
silanu.
485-5030
® Golng Publlc *
Hick's Cafe, 811 Church, Ann Arbar.
9962747 .
@ Paradlas anloy Jazz Jam
Alvin's, $758-Cass Ave., across from
Wayne State Unjversity, Deteolt.
K32

2335
@ Chain Resclion.
Studlo Lounge, 6921 Wayne Road, be-

Aween Warren and Ford roads, Westland. - |-

729-2540
Tuesday, Feb, 18

® Toquila Mocking Birds
Hick's Cale, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,

| 996.2747

® Tinytights

With M:mer Vanes at Nlnd Pig, 208
§. First, Ann Arbor.
4968585
® Chisol Bw\h-n with Thamnnu
Davis -

‘Nlvin's; 5738 Cass Ave., across from
\’myne Stale Unhmny. Detroit.
#32-2358
@ Thoe Slory

The Ack. 617% Main, Ann Arbor. Part
6f the Schoolkids® Hecords tree concert
scries. - ¢
611451

Wednesday. Feb. 19

@ Dirg Stralts

The Palace, Two Champtonship Drive.
oll 1-73, Aubuzn Hills, Tickets are $22.50.
3770700 .
® Johany With An Eyo

Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. .
Y96.7747
® Vudu Hipples

Bllnd Pig, 208 5, First, Ann A:bvr

196-8555.

. Motor Cily Music Cartel -~ -
Motown Music Revuc at Alvin's, 5736

.Cass Ave., across from Wayne Sum Uni.

vmny Detroit.

' 832-2.

. Tuumunl Dlabale
The Azx, 5375 Main, At Arbor.
7611451

® Night Fligh!
Cross Street Station, sut’ W. Cross, Yp

. silantl.

485-5050
. Park tho Kerma

3.D, 1815 N. Maln, al \h: coener uf 12
- Mite Rnid‘RnyIIO ak.
. SBIITH -

@ Jorry Spngua
* Rlck’s Cate, 611 (,'h\m:h Ann Arar,
996-2747

@ Benatit

benelit for the Ann Arbor Cammittee for
Delend Abortion & Heproductive Rights

at Blind Pig, 208 S, First, Ann Arbor.
‘9969888 < . ’ -

" ®_Pote Morton'

The Atk, 637% Main, Ann Atbar,
7811481
® Tha Fleshtones
* With Shadowy Men.trom a Shadowy
Planet at The Majestlc, 4140 Woodward,

_'aear the DIA, Delroit. Tickets are $5.50
. ipadvance; 38 at ‘
9700

the door,

* @ No Mnrcy

The Rite, 1758¢ Frazho, Gr.ﬂlnl g

. 10%2 Mite, Roseville.

7786404
® Incurables

With 0dd Ramsey and Moloe Dirt
Dogs at Paycheck Lounge, 2932 Canitf,
aft Joa. Campau, llamlnmcl .

+ HI4025

jcasso’ Head will perform ln a

Clacence ~ “Gatemouth”
Brown will be at Sully’s In
Ocarbarn Sunday, Feb. _23.

Fn‘\:jayk IFeb. 21

. WNFR Bonollt . :
With Almlghty anhujmu of Duath,
The Generals and Grady Hazy performin .
a beneht for WHFI-FM In the Henry
Furd Community College Pagoda Hoom,
5108 Evergreen, between Ford Road and
Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. Al ages ad.
mittced with show time at 7 pm. Admls.
slonls §3. - -
5-9616 .
Blg Dave and the Ulteasonics
Cross Street Station, 511 w. Cmu vp-
silanti.

@ VenHalen "
With Baty Animals at The Palace, Twa
- Champlonship Drive, oft 175, Aubura
Hills. Tickets are $22.50.
F77-0100 . ;
® Opaquo. .

With Cylindei Head 3 Paycheck, 2932
Canitt, off Jus. Carnpau. Hamtramck
¥79-0254
@ Regular Boye | )

Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, between Mich-
-Jgan Avenue and Ford Hoad, Bearborn.
B46.1420 °
® The Atlic

Rick's Cafe, 611 Chuzch, Ann Axb\:r

L Y9647

Msllow Follows
stind P1g: 208 S, First, Aan Arbor.

@ Jano Ulivor '
Muhlgannmur 603 E Liverty, Ann-
Arlxlr Reserved seats are $18 50.
95 MUSIC
@ Primal Scrosm
St. Andrew's Hall, 431 'E Congreq l»
tralt. Tickets are $7.50
. Ye-MUSIC
® Howling Diablos
Alvis, 5786 Cass Ave. across froin
te Universigy. Detruit

. Blnphnmoul

leldleberg, 218 N. Main, Ann Arbar
663.7758
®'LiBooth

Birminghamt Unitarian Church, 651 N
Woodwasd, Advance tickels $10 and 312
at the door. Doors open 21§ pm.
6464930 .
® Happy Accldenla

With 1he, _Weathervanes at Lilvs 21,
2930 Jacob, Ilam\ram&k
H25.4555
® Hoaven's Wish

The Ritz. 17580 Frazhe, Gratiot and
104 Mite, Hou_vﬂlu .
TIGH04
® Leaguo ol Nutlon-

GRIT's Grill 49 N. Sagssiaw, Ponljae
1292

a3 . .o
#® 8lind Dog Biues Band |

Moby Bicks, 9452 Schavfer
Dearbarn
SRJ~1650

Road,

"Future of relatlonshlp w1th Devoted to Dad is up to you

Denr Barbara, -

1 am a’single woman in'my early
40s with three teenaged children. 1
have been dating a man, about the
same age as me, for scveral years.

* He is a wonder{u] person both to me.
and my children.

My problem is this — he has never
llved away from home. He lives with
his elderly, albelt healthy father and
tends to his every need from cooking
to laundry to companionship. His

- mother died several years ago and
he seems (o have taken over her role
where his father Is concerned.

He gets no help from his 1Ih]lngs,

both of whom are married with fam- .

- llles, but he doesa't ask for anyef-
ther. His father i3 able to do for him-
¢lf, but no one encourages any Inde-

pcndcnl behavior from him. It scems -

he has never been able to adjust to

the fact .that be is o wldower. In-

stead, "IU's like my boyfriend is his
wife.

There have been times that my
children are gone on weekends and I
would love to have him stay with me
during those tmes, however, he
won't because he says his father

uonldnl approve. 1 !lmi Jt hard 10
understand a man of this age need-
ing parental approval for anything. -

[ care very much for him, but 1
feel this situatlon with’ his father
dysfunctional at the very-least dnd
even boarders on_unhealthy. I won-
der If he'll ever be able to-break
away and not feel gullty about it.
I've tried many times to discuss my
concerns wlth him, but [t only results
in an argument. I have been accuséd
of being jealous of his father,

I'm beginning to think I'm crazy,

- Are my concerns about the future of

this_relationship valld? Do you sce
thly situation as abnormal or am-1

bclng ovcrly scmlllve? P'rn confused.

nfused
In Nnrlllvil le

Dear, Confused,
. 1 don’t think you're crazy. nut. Ido

.think you are angry that your friend
. wlll not be the man you want him to

1‘hc man you wrotc about b as you
described him., e has the right to be
this way whtlh‘_r or not It Is “nor-
mal.”

Your concerns’ nboul the future of
this relationship depend:on you. I
you need a.man and would be.better

it ol with one than without vne, accept

him as he is. You cannot change him
and will drive yourself crazy. if you
try. I have sometimes scen this turn

Into ‘a macabre’ situation, where a °.

partner waits for the parent fodle. -

Of course, in the mavids, the fa-
ther would find a woman to take
care of him and you would have the

* man you want, Jt Is. unfortunate, but

the movies and reality have little in

. common. | sometimes think I ery at -

happy movle endings because [ know

B hnw tare lhcy are In real life.,

Bl rbara

Dear Da;har&.
Last week my nelghbor dled. She

was .a 30-year-old woman with two
. young children, ages 2and 8., .

Her husband brought the 6-year-
old to the funcral parfor and to the
{funcral. That scems so mordld to

me. Of course, 1 dida’t say anything’

(o him, but 1 wonder what do you

-cal "aspec
* child Ahnnld atiend a funeral is rela:

. whether they
ageees bul adds that'the chlld should * -~
be_properly educated flrst. He does

Khink 1Y tuo youpg lur a chlld-to
attend a funeral? .
‘ xam'

Dear. Knlhy.

" Tu amwer your quesilon, 1 lpoke .
with David Techner, funeral director

at thé Ira Kaufman Funeral Home.
He Is actlve locally and natlonally in
educating. pareals and children on
death and funerals, He says the ¢riti-
ct of declding ‘whether. a

tionship; not age. He has chlldren as
young as 3 attending funerals. |

I told Wi that [ have alwa;
advised parents to ask their chlld
‘want to attend. He

this by taking the chlld to.the funeral

home and walking him through the.

procedure. He explains where every-
one will be sittlng and what they will
be dolng.

He rehearses the child, all the
while looking, for signs of com-
prehienslon”and interest. After the
tour and explanation, then the chlld

is glvcn a choice, Children arc never’
* foreed o attend nor are they forbid-
den to go. . X

He agrees with you that this is
morbid. But the ‘reality is morbld

and children, oo, must understand -
- reallty. A child needs to understand |
. that thelr.parent or other close rela-

uve ls gone,

Because children are concrete,
they need to witness that the body of

- the loved one Is somewhere else and

that this is final. Techier says that
without the actual witnessing of the

_evint, children are left with ques-

tlonsthat are far more confusing
- ond harmrul than. the morhldity af
| thereallty,

This outlook cnnllrm.l my cxpcrl

cnce working with adults who lost
parents . when they were children,
When  they' were  shiclded from
cvents-. and - feellngs  surrounding
death, they were less able (o go on

- with their lives. When they were ap-

propriately involved and educated,
they felt free to gu on.

Barbuta

Barbara Schitt

1f you have a question or com-
ment for Barbera Schiff, a
trained  therapist and  experi-
hie ot capienine w1l to Street
Y Lo, actuft, Livo.
HIUELYETN

Sk



