Had [ known how
“Fried Green Tomatoes™ truly Ls,
- would have scen it much sdoner. By
naw, almost a month after release,

It’s no secret that this Is the most -

* satisfying and moving film to reach
screens this year,

The story, according (o the ad-
vestisements, centers around the re-
latlonship between Kathy Bates and
Jesstca Tandy. Thix lsn't surprising,
slnce: the two back-to-back Oscar
winners, usually scen.on stage, are
at the height of thelr powers at the
box office, L

Actually, they becomne something

.of a framing device In the adapta.
tion of Fanny Flagg's nave). Tandy's
character, wha resides temporarily -
in a petirement home, begins o rem-
inlsce about life in a tiny Alabama
town in-the 1930s. Here, Idgle, a

tombaoy, anid the mote demure Ruth |

- strike up a deep and iasiing friend-
Cahip . S
+ They vpen a restaurant, the Whis:
\le Stop: Cafe, which becomes the
main- pulse of the ‘tewn. Problems,
+ arise, however, when Ruth's cs-:
+ tranged  husband - returns’. oui of

John

L:' »y ftickets please

o Monaghban

"TOmatoes:’ refresh~ing film fare

always seem to be Just behind you.

AS IN THE -current “Naked
Lunch,” the fllm places the writer as
the central character In & story that
mixes biographlcal clements with dl-,
alogue -and lmagery from bouks.
Fans of the great Czech writer will

nowhere and tries to kldnap their
baby, When his ear Is. dredged up
from the local pond years laler,’
Tdgie is still a prime suspect. .

THE CAPTIVATING saga, told
during several-visits, [nspires Bates,
who has been sullering the strain of
a:mid)lfe crlsls, She gets a new lin-
age of herself and staris to assert
hersell with her oafish and insensl-
tive husband, - . 2

“Fried .Green Tomatoes™ has a
wonderful message about individual-
ity and lust for 1lfe that really works.
Sure, If you pick the movie apart It
can be seen as sentimental and 'con-
trived, but It also works in a rare’
and deceptively slimple way..

.Bates and Tandy are brilliant, as’

SCREEN SCENE -

wsual, so-the real surprises come
trom Mary. Stuart Mastersan,” who
has her best role 1o date as.the non-

< vonforming 1dgle. At first she scems

too pretty for the role, but over-
comes that beautlfully by the time
“Fried Green Tomatocs” reaches its
surprising conclusion. -
“Kafka" is another story enilrely. -

“Tlic long-awalted new Him from the

dircctor of “sex, lles and videotape™
certalnly had promise, The shadowy,
paranold landscapes of writer Franz.
Kafka lend themselves perfectly to
the Tens of the proper filmmaker, .

. And In_the new film, director Ste-"

_ven Soderbergh does create a “fllm-

noir’"  world - in black-and-white.
where churaciers walk in and out of

shadows and disembodied footsteps

gr ta such works
as “"The 'Metamorphosls,” "The
Penal Colony,”” and “The Castle”™
within the framework of a murder
mystery story.

Visually, there are moments of

great power here. Most of it is shol
In_stunnlng black and white {always
a treat), except for. 20 minutes or sa
when Kafka enters the government
headquarters’ where scientists hope
10 create .a-'race of zomble-like
humans. .
. Jeremy Irons, his natural paleness
accentuated 1through heavy makeup
and a trace of llpstick, trics his best
to bring some ilfe fo what inevitably
_becomes a tedious exercise in style.
The {llm has been halled for its wit-
tiness; but to me it was nothing more
than a pretentious’ In-joke from an
already overrated young director,

CAPITOL THEATRE, 121 Univer-
sity, Windsor, Call 519-254- FILM

- tor infurmatlon. ($4)
-“Female Trouble" (USA ~ 1974),
4 p.m. Feb. 17-18, In the sleazy style
of his earliest tilm assaults, director

John Waters traces the risc and fall .

of Dawn Davenport (played by Di-

. vine) from childhood to her cventual
* execution for murder: .

“Dog Fight” (USA ~ 1991), 7 p.m.

. Feb.-20-22. River Phoenix, In 1963

<

Pepper Labelj - and  Angie
Xtravoganza stor in Jennle
Livingston's “Paris Is Burn- '
ing,” now at the Magic Bag
Theatre in Ferndale.

IN CONCERT

Saturday, Feb. 22
® COTS Benefil
Oriental Spas and Objeets in the Mirror
will perfarni In a benctit for Coalition on
Temporary Shelter a1 Studlo Lounge,
6921 N. Wayne Raad, sauth of Warren
fluad, Westland. Show time 1s 3-8 pru.
Admissiot is $5 at the door.
729-2540
' '® Lunacy
Croas Street Station, $11 W. Crosy, Yp-
silantl. o
4855050
@ Yoonage Fanclub
Wilh Superchunk at St. Andrew’s Hall,
© 431°E. Congress, Detrolt.
. 96LMELT
@ Trlnidad Ttlpoll Stool Band
Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
6T )
. ® Junior Valentin and.tho
Alf Starn
" Bind I'ig, 200'S, First, Ann Arbor.
8555

® Soo Dick Run
With Opaque at Alvin's, §756 Cass Ave.,
across from Wayne State University, De-
troit,
. .H322355 .
. ® Van Halon
Wilh Daby Animals at The Palace, Twa
Champlonship Drive, off 175, Auburn
. Hills, Tickels are $22.50. -

® Chein Resclion

Todd's, 8139 E. Scven Mile Road, De-
trolt. -

" 366.TODD

& Hannibals

With Wally Pleasant at Lili'a 21, 3930
Jacod, Hamtramck. |
K75-0555
@ Joanna Connor

Sully's, 4758 Greenfleld, between Mich-
Igan Avenue and Ford Jtcad, Dearborn.
4461920 .
® D.C.Drive

‘The Rtitz, 17580 Fratho, 1a% Mile and
Gratlot, Roseville.
T78-640

San Francisco, takes out’ a p!:;in
Jane (L4 Taylor) as part of a “dog
{ight" — a contest ta see who can

date the. ugliest ' girl, Directed by. .

Nancy Savoca (“True Love"). . .

'DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De:
troit Institute of Arts, §200 \Wood-

“ward Ave., Detroit. Call’832-2730 for
Information. ($5)

National Film Roard of Canada’s
Animation Festival, 7 and 9:30.p.m,
Feb. 21:22 and 4 and 7 p.am. Feb. 23,
‘This entertaining compilation cele-
brates 50 years af Canadian anlma-
tion, mixing world premleres like
Caroline Leaf's “Two Sisters” ®ith
classic titles like "The Big Snit.”

22918 Woodward Ave, Ferndale,

** Call 544-3030 for information. ($3; §2

studénts and sendor citizens)
“{aris Is Burning™ (USA - w;n),

- 1992). A spicy love story about an

"MAGIC BAG' THEATRE CAFE,.

powder.sends him on a one-way trip !
to a drug-inspired fantasy.” .
“Alan and Naomi"(USA ~ 1992)," -
Lukas:-Haas and Vanessa Zaoui star
in this tribute to lost -innocence,
about’ a boy's frlendship' with a-
young refugee from Hitler's Europd, -
- “Mississippl © Masala” (USA ™ -~

AfricanAmerican-man and an Indi

-an-Ugandan woman wha find them-

sclves .cmbroiled in scandal that
threatens to unravel the delicate bal-
ance between their two cultures.

*MICHIGAN. THEATRE, 603 E.-
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call §68- 8387
for informatlon. ($5; $4_ students

* andsenior clilzenss)

“High Heels”. {Spain. — 1991),

“through . Feb, 20 (call- for show

times).-The latest from Spanish di-
cetor . Pedro” Almodovar offers a -
pically Irreverent twist on a clas-

. Feb. 17-20. The
tary focuses on drag balls
in New York. Here gay black and
liispanics dress as women and com-
pete for titles. The film detines “vo-
gueing,” which combines fashion
P and dance moves.:
“Depeche Mude 1017 (USA —
1989), 9-and 11:30 p.n. Feh. 21-22.
Acclaimed rock documentary direc
tor D.A. Pennebaker turns his cam-
era on populac husical group De-
peche Mode, captured, live during
their 10350 concert appearancy.

© MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W.
Maple, Bloomfleld. Call 8559090 for
show times, ($6; $2.95 twilight)
»Naked Lunch™ (USA — 1992). Da-
vid Cronenberg’s fipped-out’ treat-
ment of the novel by William Bur.
roughs. Peter Weller stars us an ex-
terminator whose addiction to bug

sic Holly staple — the

for-a lost parent. It flnds an aging

pap star returning to Madrid to both

perform and patch things up with

her estranged daughter, only fo get

“involved in murder,

“It Bidone” (Italy — 1955), 7 p.m.
Feb. 18 and 5:10 pan. Feb, 19. Trans.
lated as “The Swindle,” this rarely
screencd varly work from Federlco
Felltni, finds a group of con artists
svcking 2 better life. Broderick
Crawford, Giulleita - Masina  and
Ttichard Baschart star. -

Charles Burnett - “My Brother's
Wedding” (USA — 1983) and “To .
Sleep With Anger” (USA — 1990)
1catn Feb, 20. The first, at 7218 p.m.,
is the story of a Watts resident who
dislikes. his brother's mobility but
agrees to stand up in hls wedding.
“Anger,” at 9:40 p.m;, (s the power-
ful story.of an old family friend

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

I ——————

- $9.95 p

We've Got the Best
LEGS IN TOWN

Every Friday and Sulurday from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
starting Friday, February 7, 1992, enjoy our fabulous "Crab
Legs" or our slow roasted “Prime Rib of Beef” dinner.

.. ‘Enjoy
One pound of succulent
" Crab Legs®
er person
. or
. . Ten ounces
Prime Rib of Beef*
$10.95 per person
Dinner includes:
Bnked Potato, Delixe Snlad Bar, and
Fresh Garlic Rolls

-, * Taxeannd gratuity not Trachucded.

Astk about our Sunday Breakfast Brunch served
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. i
To make reservations in Seasons Cafe Call 559-6500.

*Subject to availibility,

on Soughficld |
noT

16400 1.1, Hudson Drive * Suuthfield, Michigan 48075

{Danny Glover) who appears-out of
1he blue ane day and disrupts a fami-.
Iy already - wracked by persenal
problems. Director. Charles Buracti
w1} appedr to introduce and discuss
hisfims. -

REDFORD. THEATRE, 17360
..Lahser, Detrolt. Call 537-1133 for in-.

formatlon. ($2.50} s .
»Some Like It Hot” (USA —1859),

8 p.m. Feb, 21-22 (organ overture be- -

.ging at 7:30 .p.m.). Bllly Wilder's

- raucus comedy opens with a pair of *
-muslclans’ (Tony Curtis ‘and -Jack - .

Lemmon) witnessing the St. Valen-
tine's Day Massacre. They take It on
the Jam and hide out In"an all-girt
band led by Marilyn Monroe.

| 'STATE- WAYNE THEATER,
Call 326-4600 for show times. ($2; $1
chlldren and senior citizéns)
. “High Noon” (USA —'1952). Feb.
+'19-23 {call for show times). Sheriff
Gary Cooper tries to enfist the help
of citizens to stand up against a re-
cently released criminal only to find
himself standing alone. Fred Zinne-
man’s classic western was edited to
give the effect of occurring in real
time. . o )
“Platoon” (USA — 1986). Feb. 18-
23 (call for show times). Oliser.
Stone's  semi-autobiographical ace
count of life on the line in Vietnam.
Cuarlie Sheen, Tom Berenger and
Willem Dafoe star.

ohn

Kalhy Bates offers up a memorsbie performance as Ruth, co-
. ewner of the Whistle Stop Cale, in “Fried Green Tomaloes.”

Xy
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Remember Classified

With an Observer & Eccentiic Classited

35310 MIchigan ‘Ave. West, Wayne. |

ad . you'll make money hand over fist!

:I%ith

o The -
“Excalibur Restaurant

Celebrates its

Anmiversary’
Tt fromto Aiskarr Kise Crab L
\ Sempr
B Salad
Redskin Potintoes
S §14.00

‘4\']51"1’1!}/ e Thiersibar,

Eoatertainnient & Dancing
o e
Nouzinte

7:30 PM.
Evoning

84th Annu'al

‘jne Circus

%

B

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Aings:de Ends (Rows 1-9)

'DNR State Fairgrounds 8 Mile & Woodward « Detroit
MAIL ORDERS ONLY! ORDER NOW!
SELECTED DISCOUNT PERFORMANCES » SUPPLIES LIMITED

Friday, March 20. 1992
Friday, March 27, 1882

Your
- Price

$700

. $p00

s478

$:30 AM.
Morning

Saturday. March 14, 1992
*.Saturday. March 21, 1992
Saturday,"March 28, 1992

Ringside (Rows 1-8Y
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1.9}

5700
5600 -
5478

5:30 PM.
Evening

Sunday, March 15, 1892
Sunday, March 22. 1992

P
<

Ringstde (Flows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

5700
3500
418

7:30 PM.
Evening

Wednesday, March 18, 1992
Thursday. Marcn 19. 1992
Wednesday. March.25, 1992

Ringside (Rows 1:9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends {Rows 1-9)

3go0
1500
418

1:30 PM
Alternoon

Sunday, March 15, 1992
Saturday, March 21, 1992
Sunday, March 29, 1992

P

Ringsi0e (Rows 3-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

$700
3600
s418

Mail to?

CIL LA

Make your check or money order payable to: METROGROUP, INC.
METROGROWP. INC, + PO. Box 3241 » Farmington Hllls. Michlgan 48333
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THESE BARGAIN PRICES BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

THE

®bserver & Eceentric

Harmony House
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