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Grammys track evolution " -

of musical culture

Aw.:rds keep up with times’ (almosl)

- By DanRice .
in a culture that scems 1o be

award-happy, ihe ever-growlng .

- varjety ol statucttes, plagues, .
trophles and obellsks atmost
cheapen the iributé, to cveryone but
the henoree, of course. Forlunalely.
- there are awards ‘recognized by

-~ everyone as the pinnacleof
accolades; Pulitzers for journalism;
Oscars for motion picture’
achievements. For the music .

- Industry, nothing beats a Grammy.
“The 34th Annual Grammy =~ .

. Awards" will be presented on CBS
. Tuesday, Feb, 25, live from Radio
Clly Music ll.‘l]l wlth Whoopi ~.

—— {5 A BlIEGES

Golllbcrg nctlng as host.

Besides bcstowlnu acclnim upon. ~
artists, composers and englneers,
the Grammy awar«ds serve asa
mirror for popular musleal culture.’

" Looking back at the awards® history

of categorization, one can determine
the relative importance and |
acceptance of disparate genres, as
well as the musical climate ofthe .

“time. While we may wax nostalgic
rterecall that the Best New Artlst of
- .1964.-was the Beatles, [t s hard to

believe that 1962's Best Rock ‘n'
Roll Recording was “Alley Cal" by
:Bent Fabrie.

_Parting long, sweet sorrow
- for'late-night ! TV kmg

It'll beamonth »l |ll¢\lll)§ helorewe -
sec 1his much of fohmny Carson again.

‘During his last four weeks as host of

The Tonight Show, Carson will he-

- working behind the desk o nastalgic
* four nights a.week in an cffort to
squeeze in all those fasttime-withs

' Jahnny guest apprarances hefore he
signs off (or the ast time on May 22,

Theee may-nnt be a chicken inevery |

. pot’in these !cccs\mn;lr) fimes, but
there's a VCR in 72.3 pereent ‘of all
U.S. houscholds, according 1o Niclsen

* Mediz Research, and thar's a rise of

. three percentage paints in . just b4
manths.
r\nchoragc and Faitbanks, Alaska, lead
. the nalion 1in VCR owncership, with
percentages in the mid-E0s. Wonder
why? : :

© Lesapers® hram will skip a beat 10
. know- that rcruns of their favoritc
* dramatic scrics, Quamium Leap, will
join cable's USA netwosk beginning

this fall. (They're probably still rejoic. -
mgmcv star Scatr Hakula®™ recent win

in the Hest Actor/Drama category at

the Gelden Globes.) Peavided the |

NRC series, which ranks about midway
“ on the Nielsen soster, is picked up for

another season, that'll make 1wo

out-of-body experiences a week.

On a cily-by-city basis, |

The cvolution of Gramm)s
" “categorization slace those flrst
cererponics for the year 1958 has”

" targely been the distiltation of -
_calcheall divislons into its speclfics..

With the exceptionsof the years * -
-1961 10 1964, Rock 0’ Roll was- -
lumped into the Contemporary/Pop
divisions until 1979, when it was
granted four categories of its own.
{Ifard Rock/Metal was defincd ln -
1988,) Folk ylelded Polka tn 1985 .
and-Bluegrass In 1988, Other -
divisions, such as Rhiythim & Blues
in 1968, were expanded along wlth

* their audlences. .

. Some categories have been ’
created to embrace new or newly

- _popular genres (Jazz Fuslon, 1970;
"Reggac, 1984; Now Age, 1986, Rap,

1988), but only one flash-in- the-pan

‘category was ever deleted because -

the musical form lost Its relevance:
1979's Best Disco Recording. (Its
ironte title was T Wil Survlve by

. Gloria Gaynor.)

Michaci Greene, president and
CEOQ of 1he Natjonal Acadcmy o!
3ing Arts & St
hat category rcvlslons are done by

".commiitee vote. . -

A prime examp]c of change is in

¥ onc of this year's new categories..”

Johnny Carsen -

Dasid Lynch and Mark Frnstarcback
to the dra\ung board with their third
nctwork serics, On the Air, Master-

. minds' of the fascinalingly perverse”
Twin Peaks and Amenican Chronicles

in 1990 and "91, the team apparenily
inlends to du far situation comedy
what jt. has donc for drama and
documenlary, Sct in 1957 amid the
mayhem af-a live weekly TV varicty
show, On the Air will star Migucl
Ferrer and " David Lander and is
expected to debut on ABC inthe fall.

. Could be a 1ntle like watching Richard

Benjamin's 8y Favorite Year in a

funhause.

“World Music was a problem in
the terms that those artists were

4 _belng thrown into cither Latin or
- Pop, and they really didn’t have any .

chance of competing in those areas
because the Y, just weren't |
‘appropriate,” Greene said. “As the
record companics got more
involved in World Musie

- internationally, then It was the
. appropriate time to add the |

‘category.”

‘Coming full clrele, the once
omnibus division of Pop will reach

- maturity this year with the addition
“of the Traditional Pop category,

which will accommodate the likes of
Harry Connick Jr. And the

_Grammys still are playing caich-up,

consider the long-averdue Lifetime
Achievement awards granted this

‘year to the late guitar virtueso Jimi

Hendrix and bluesmaster Muddy
Waters, and the belaled entrance to
the Hall of Fame af Patsy Cline's
“Crazy" (1961) and Ravel's *Bolero”
{1937). In an jndustry In which the
product is timeless, sometlmes

_recognition comes a little late.



