* chester glrls,”. Sarah, ancrle. Jen
“and Tess. )

-, .charges Saturda
. trict Court, “thd’

By Pat Murphy
afalf writor

Neither of the two women who
died in the presence of Dr. Jack
Kevorklan last October could have
taken their own llves without help,
according . to the Oakland County
medical examlner who classified
thelr deaths as homiclde.

The women may have taken ac-

. tlve roles In their own deaths, but
. nelther could have commillted sui-

clde by themselves, testified Dr. Lju-

bisa J. Dragovic, the medicat exam-

Iner who performed autopsles on
Marjoric Wantz and Sherry Miller
and signed their death certificates.

Testifylng Saturday at Kevorki-
an’s preliminary ‘¢xaminatlon on
murder charges, Dragovie sald’ fo-
renslc pathology does not address
the term “assisted sulcide. That's a
conteadictlon In terms.*

And In the case of Wantz and Mil.
ler, the person or persons who set up
the com) plex system enabling cach 1o

take her “own life committed homi-,

Ide testified Dragovic.

The examlnation Is scheduled to
contlnuc today although no rullag Is
expected for wecks. Sheehy can rule

" a crime was cammitted — and order

Kevorkian into circult court for pos-
slible trial.

Or, he can dismiss the charges, as
a Clarkston District Judge did in
1990 when Kevorklan was accused of
murdering Janet Adklns.

LAST OCT. 23 is the night Wantz,
58, {rom the Henton Harbor area,
and Miller, 43, of Roseville, died In a
remote cabin in the Bald Mountain
Reercation Area Jn Oakland Town-
ship. Kevorklan has admitted assist-
ing cach in taking her life. .

During the three hours Dragovic
was on the witness stand, there was
an undercurrent of animosity be-
tween him and defense - attorney
Geoffrey N. Fleger, who previously
suggested the medical examiner was

- -unduly pressured by the prosecution.

Tieger repeatedly asked. I Wantz
and Miller would have dled If cach
had not lakcn a Jinal step -- Wantz

* The medlcal was-a koy
witness in the examination of Kevor-
kian Friday and Saturday in Roches-
ter District Court before Judge
James P, Sheehy, N

Ely Pat Murphy
stal{ writor

There have been no proposals of

marrlage — as with the man con-

* victed as.the notorlous “Hlllside -

Strangler” In southern California.

And - no. amorois women were
Turking in'the court corrldors — as
during the sanlty heaﬂnpu! Jetfrey
Dahmer.

. But “Doctor Death” has bis admir- -
ers, including four tecnagers who .

identlfied themselves as. “the’ Ro-

During his cxumlnnunn on murder

Rochester girls"

' gave Dr. Jack Kevorkian a single,

Jong-stemmed rnsn.-, along with. a.
ynn'l] al-

short note saying, *.
ways have our support.” .

“] don't: knaw: who lhey are,”
Kevorktan sald.-“But I chatted with

them during a break, They're very -

nlee.’ .
AND THEY weren't the only ones

with kind words. for the. retired -

fn Rochester Dis-

Ing-the machine that Injected
a fatal sodium chlorlde and Miller
turning the valve admitting carbon

face.

.Spotllght brlngs out

deaths of Marjorie W
Milter.

On several occaslons durlng the
cxaminalion Friday and Saturday,

nnlz .’mll Sherry

Kevorkian was asked 1o autograph -

ais buok, “Preseriplion: Mediclde.” -
Dotk times - Kevotkian went to
lunch at ‘the Olive Garden Italian
]lmmuranl‘ aboul a block .away
from’ Rochester . District Coust, the
waltresses favorably acknowledged
his presence,.according to Michacl
A.Schwartz, a West. Bloomficld law-
yer who is one of his defense attor-
neys.
“Today (Snturday) one’of the wal-

iresses asked for his autograph.”
said Schwartz. *Yesterday, the wait-

ress sald it is 'an )mnor to'take our
food order.” L
Even one of the'pi 's wits

monnxide gas into the mask over her

1t was lrrelevant that cach woman
might have wanted to dle, sald Dra-
govic. The actlons of elther woman.
would not have necessarlly ended
their llves 3 cach had not been
hooked up to a complex sysiem de-
signed for death,

The person who sct up those sys-
tems commiltted homiclde, he Insist-
od.

1s the pefson who sells rope used
by someene {0 hang himsell comenit-
ing homlclde? asked Fleger.

No, sald Dragovic. But the person
who tics the rope around the neck of
someone precarlously perched on a
stool does, even if that person wants
to hang’ himsc "

Dragovie bristled at Flugen aug-
gestion someone clse — possibly
sherlts’s Sgt. Willlam Harvey or Pro-

. secutor ftichard Thompson — influ-

enced his findings.

I ruled the deaths homic[dc,"
Dragavic sald repeatedly, * nebody
elsclnnucnxdmvdecmon .

Flcgcr - :omellmcs nlmos\
smirking, and .other ‘Umes ‘on the
verge of rage — tried to suggest the
medical .cxaminer's approach, and
definitlon. of “homicide, was unlque

. amlsumchow nnlnccepmblc

admlrers

wan-s:lld as"he was waiting lur

sherifi’s deputles to allow him into

1he cabin he recognized Kevorklan,
“What bappened?” asked Bunting.
“1 went over and shook his {(Kevore

- kian's) hand," said Brown,

KEVORKIAN SAID he has
recelved “hundreds” of phone calls
since June 1990, when he kicked off
public debate on the right to die by
hetping Alzheimer's patlent. Janet
Adkins end her own life,

Al but iwo have' been suppor-

tive,” he sald. "Most people agree |

that if it's don¢ correctly, assisilng n
suicide can be beneflctal”
‘Throughout-_his” numerous Inter-

.views — some for national and In-

ternational television and athers for °

nesses admitted h:vlng some regard
for Kevorkian. James M. Brown,an
Orion Township fire fighter, $aid on
Oct. 23 he was one'of the first people
to arrive at the sectuded cabln In the

« Bald Mountaln Recreation Area af-

ter the deaths of Wantz and Miller.

-in respanse to quesilons from as-.
.sistant prosecutor Larry. Bunting,

-Kevorklan  responded,

local sald
he Is a conflrmed bachelor and has
been throughout his 63 years.

.. Asked- about. romantlc, gvertures
since becoming.a “houschold figure,
“There ha-

ven't been any,”
After- 2 pause’ he- added with 2

-smite, 1 lhlnk it's the nature of the |
no\on y

What
did you do
today?

palh‘nxggm charged Iq the Oct. 2%

'lhursday, Januory 25, 1990

‘ 6 Me and my sisters went doivn to the , 9
center to p]a\ with the disabled kids.
\nu know, to ]U‘il be with lhcm

Tvnsduy, January ’13 1990

6 ‘ AllLof G inv the-class called the pid people ,, .
in our neighborhood to see'if they were
okay and if they needed anything,

Amy Hn'fmun

Y

. Ihursduy, Dcmmbnr7, IOE9
“ With the help of the police, e cleancd 99
Not only litter, but the
_drug dealers and their drubs too.

up a p.nk tuday.

Tholma LoStropp |
Fouster, 1X

Wadnosday, Decomber 13, 1989

66 1offered to pay college tuition fur the , 9
cighth grade class if they stayed in.
\Lhunl and didn’t do drugs.

Ewlng Kauﬂmun
Yansas City,

Thereare mnu-v' problems facing every com-
munity in America; But because there are
mure peaple than problems, things will et

dane. Al you have to do is something. Do
.\ny(hing.'ﬁi find ot how,call 1(800) 677-5515,
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Medical examiner sticks by murder ruling .

Dr. Jack Kevorkian
(left) and one of his
atlorneys, Michael
Schwartz of West
Bloomfield, prepare to
leave the Rochester
Hills district courtroom
Friday during the lunch
- break. .
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