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Sydney's Harbor Bridge adds an imposing
prasence to parts of the Australlan seaport’s
It skylines aren't enough, culture

skyline.

thrives at the tamed Sydney Opera ‘House

Oy Evoretl Potter
spocial writor

Consumers scarching for a real
travel bargaln In
1992 “waould do
well to reflect on
the late 19603,
During those
heady days of stu-
dent trave), all

for a lengthy Eu.
ropean  vacatlon
was a cheap char-
ter-alrline ticket,
a’ couple of hundred dollars and an
Awerican Youth Hostel card,

»The AYH card, more than any-
thing clse, allowed students to spend
nlght afier night in major cities and
stnajl towns throughout Europe for
Josta few dollars a day.

" "vA hostel provided overnight, dor-
mitory-siyle accommeodations in a
slmple hut clean hclmy. with :cpa

that was needed:

wide, at prices ranging from 35

cents a.night In India to $18.75 a .

night In New York Clty.

The average accommodation
ranges from $7 to $10 a night.

The hostel itself might be a log
cabin, o’ Victorlan manston, a reno-
vated lighthouse or a modern high-
rise buliding In a major city center.

The hostel movement was started
in Germany in 1909 by a
schoolteacher named Richard Schir-
mann, whe was fond of taking
groups of studenis on mountzin

kes,

Schirmann wanted to cxtend the
hikes but was unable to flnd afford.
able overnight accommodations. Hiy
solution was to persvade schoolmas-
ters In neighboring towns to allow
thelr schoalhouses to be used for the

* night.

In return, the young hikers would
rlse carly and tidy up the place In
time for the tirst classes.

- The tdea “spread like wildfire

rate
men and wnmcn

.Those cheap charters may be a
distant memory, but AYH llves on.
And membershlp_ ln the non-profit
AYH i not restricted to the youu:lul
backpacklng set elther.

“The ‘youth’ In AYH really means
‘young at heart," safd David Kalter,
program educallon manager - for
American Youth Hostels.

*“There has never been an upper
age llmit for members of AYil, In
fact, we have mnmber: of every age,

. lmm.'mrﬂonu

Since AYH (s afflliated with the
Internatlonal Youth Hostel Federa-
tion, members of AYH have access
m more than 5,300 hostels warld-

I Germany and to other
European countrles,” sald Kalter,
“Although schoolhouses aren't used
these days, the idea of getting up for
an carly departure Is-silll

Unlted States under the guidance of
Monroe and Isabel Smith who had
encountered  hostels jn  Germany
when they escoried a group of Doy
Scouts there In 1932,

‘They founded AYH In 1934 and
apened the flrst American hostel in
Northlield, Mass,, the same year.

There are now 240 hostels
throughout the Unlted States. In 1990
they registered 888,000 ovcmlghl
gucsts.

while nearby there are endless strelches of
_pristine beach. Remcmber: winter if summer
" down under.

Hostel trps for the young at heart

By Androa Andsraan-Ribadenelrn
Neow York Times Syndlcate

ummertime in Sydnny. ‘Australla, Isa,
triltiant atfair.
The city, always nnhanced by the

harbor's deep blue, is further brightened

with the colors of wattle, jacaranda and flame
trees In bloom,

‘The harbor comes alive with flcets of striped
spinnakers and Windsurfers dancing from bay
to bay, Reaches, quict and dignifled In the
autumn and winter {March through August)
tura to festival grounds full of boisterous
sunbathers and surfers. '

They arrlve in hordes, many In neon bathing
suits with matching zine sunblock on thelr
noses. Broad strips of pristine white sand are

. patterned with beach towels from the
promenade to the water's edge,

With this year being the ISOth nnnlvcmry of
the city, residents of Sydney celebrated -
Australia Day (Jan. 26), commemorating the
arrivatof the first European settlers in 1788,
and the celebrations will contlnue right through
December,

. Between 1768, when Capt. Arthur Phillip
moored off Sydney Cove with the first fleet of
convicts, and 1842, when Britain flrst granted

.the city a right to representatlve government,
Sydney was considered nothing more than a
rough colonial outpost.

With establishment of a partially clected
legislative council, Sydney was on jts way 1o
becomlng more than a dumping ground for
England’s outeasts.

To celebrate the sesquicentennlal the current
city counci] has coordinated a series of events
that involve almost every area and cultural
instilution in Sydney. The hightlghta include
Queen Elizabeth’s arrival for the opening of the
refurbished Victorlan-cra Town Hall on Feb.
20.

EVENTS .

‘The Opera House is the focal polnt of
Sydney's rich cultural ilfe. Information and
bookings for all theater, opera, ballet and

The Sydney
Opera House,
with lts. odd
rool, is home
lo thester, ap-

symphony pro-
ducllons,

City celebrates 150th birthday. ’

. symphnnyyroducllom llelaallnn0mtaliam :

can be oblalned by ealling 250-7777.

- Halt-price tickets for that day's -
performances are sold for cash only at the
Halftix booth on Martin Place [rom noon to 5:30
p.m. Monday to Friday and noontoSpm.on ~
Saturday. For more lnfarmullon cnll 0055-
20580,

. The summer opera season mru through

* March 2. Out of the six scheduled works, two,

“Fidelio” and “The Marriage of Fi iuam. are
new productlans.

The winter season runs from Jlmc to Ocluber
2and contalns twlce as many productlons.

Tickets cost $20 to $91. Al) prices are In'U.S.
dollars at an exchange of 75 Amerlcnn cents for
one Australian dollar. .

A play by Australla’s lon-musl. cunlcmporary .
playwright, David Williamson, started aff the
year for the Sydney Theater Co. “Maney and
Frlends" is a comedy aboul modeérn Australlans .
facing the recession and runs through Feb. 29,
Tickels cost $19 10 $25.

To celebrate the 60th annlversary of ity ~
apentng, the llarbor Bridge Is going to invite « -
the city aboard for a huge party on March 15, *
“Traffic will be banaed and the bridge -
transformed Inlo a stage with entertalnment
{rom one end to the other. . .

Top Ausiralian and
will congregate in Sydacey for the lmcrnatlonnl
Jazz Festival from March 19 to March 29.

James Morrison, the multi-Instrumcatalist who' .

Is one of Australia's contemporary. jazz stars,
opens the festlval in concert with the American
Ray Brown Trio, For more information call
265-9554,

An Easter parade through the city opens this -
year's Royal Easter Show, a farming exhibition
of grand prapertions that offers visitors an
impresslve Introduction to rurat Australla,
Events range from livestock parades 1o cake
decoratlng contests.

The show will be from April 10 to Aprll 21at

- the Sydney Showground in Paddington. Tickets

arc $9. For morc information call 0055-21111.

For lnlormation on these and other events -
check The Sydney Morning lerald’s Fi rlday
Metro sccuun

cra, ballet and

Is the “Salty Dog.” a 12-day eycling
trip that covers the Cape Cod Na-
tional Scashore, Nantucket, Martha's
Vineyard and' Boston, The cost 'is
$700, which Includes. hostel accom-
modationy, three group-prepared
meals a day and extras.

For informatlon contact American
Youth Hostel, P.O. Box 37613, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20013 or call {202) 763-

6161 .

Nedaas e seey

While dormitory-style
dations are still the norm — and
members still need the Inexpensive
sheet known as a “'sleep sack” that
eliminates the bedding cost for hos-
{els — some things have changed.

An Increasing number of. hostels

have private “famlly rooms” for
familles travellng together. Others
have separate rooms for single trav-
;:Icrs. These rooms rent for a higher
ce,

. 1Us now passible to rescrve a hos-
tel bed ahead of time by fax for a
nomlnal fec — which varles by leca-
{lon. Credit cards are cven accepted
by some hostels.

The Star Princess
14Days

Venice to Athens

August 4

-

o Call now
and save!

(,_,..,; Only by Sea, Inc.
e 645-9900

AYll 's mos{ popul.'lr

trlp

e < s

by most hostels.”

As for leaving the nchoolhnnsc
neat and clean, the concept of per-
:ormlng a lcw chores in exchn:gc
ar.

( ODYSSEY TO THE WORLD OF WHALES

Board out clrgart Begliea
Turnofthe-tentuey Mestmbipn "<

long beena part of the hostel experi-
ence, although that is changing.

“Tradlilonally,” said Kalter, "peo-
ple have been asked (o sweep a floor,
(ake oul some garbage or do some
task that might take flva minutes,
but is essentlal to the communal-tly-
Eng arrangement.”

‘The hostel concept began in the

I-w.l Sue T night adseniures 4 o]
on histnry-laden waters
Ateepedd in breaihtaking
wenery,
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) at l)ll.‘ l-m'um Iluul (,h\uu.n- espuecidly on
joy quality accomadilions i the heart of
t0's cultural, shopping and entertainment districts
Wlat's mure, you woir't be spending all your money anca plce
ln\l.x) Just S689°a night, ' rmm;,h Sunchys. And enly
$79 4 night on Moy ek Wednescly
Take the road to the perfect Chicago ;.nl v = the Forum
Hotel Chicago. -
For reservations,

(312) 94400

ntacl your tra

agent or call
5, toll-free 8O0-628-2112,

CHI CAGO
525 mml- \hnhu,un Avenue
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