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Engler backs mental health plan with. bucks

By Tim Richard
siof writor

Michigan wlll" continue to shift
mental health dollars from bIg insti-
tutions to conununity health. pro-
grams in Gov. John Engler's 1991
tugget.

- vThe day of the big thstitution Is
past,” the go\crnur said in & recent
mterview.

" iis menta) health propesal for the
year startlng Oct. 1 is $859 million
“~“up $49 million.

Community boards would get $141

By Judith Donor Borna
stall writer

Oakland County will be climbing
“on hoard very quickly” the Engler
* administration's inental health ship.
Thats the word from Richard
(,meu county tnesta) health direc-

'w\!l!muull Oukland and Macumb
ate the only counties in Michigan
which haven't signed on the dotted

million more for a total of $465 mil-
lion under his proposal.

»Again, this is not a policy that
wax decided by my administration
but was one we' found half-done,”
,nglcr said,

“We were lrying 10 be all things to
everyune wlthout the money. It has

. bécume a maor jobs Issue, obvlous-

1y, with the employms at state Insti-
tutlons. But we're trylng to do this,
as we did with education, from the
interest of the person needing care.”

EHis mental health chlef, Jim

. Itavenan, sald he would cut admin-

fine to lake over ful) management of
their county’s meditally 4il, tn Oak-
band it Wil happcn shortly, Cooper
said

1*all mnnngcmcnl. atcnrdlng to
Cooper, means that all the public
mental heatth money will go through
the rounty mental health board,

Unlike some in the mental bealth
field, Cooper. cndorses the Engler
plan as drawn up b) state mental

Istrative costs $1.2 miltlon to put.
more money Into direct care.

.The specd with which Engler and
Haveman have shifted from Institu.
*tlons to_communlty-based care has’
drawn more critlclsm than anything
excepl perhaps his general assist-
ance welfare cuts.

Here are the questlons and an-
swers:

Q. Any plans to close Northvllle

. State Hospital?
N

A, No.
Q. What about Cllaton Valley Cen.

.County preps for local ¢

health director James Haveman,

“*I'm very happy. It will glve our-
stalf the tools,” Cooper said.

The decislon to go “full manage-
ment” awaits the thumbs vp signal
trom the full Oakland County Board
of Commissloners. The Community ™

. Mental flealth Services Commitice
has recommended it

Cooper [s contident lhal the one
state hospital in the county — Cl
1on Valley Center - will remain open.

ter in Pontioc?

A. Ah (pause), the ‘reat challenge
right now ls 1o sce Oakland and Ma-
comb countles decide what type of
mental  health  providers they're
‘golng: to be. Macomb [s moving
along; Oakland- is ‘the remaining
county. where they're not (pausc) in
the same status as other counties.

We have a commitment to trying
w help people who are developmen-
tally disabled or people with mental
Itness either remaln In the commiu-
nliy or return to the community as

“Full management ls not aboul
clasing hospllnl:," he said. "My un-
derstanding is there are o plans to
close down Clinton Valley. If wi

tull management, we will still nced
{those) 150 lo 200 hospital bcd.!

He secs lhrce state hoipilnls re-

-‘mlnlng open — - Clinton Valley,:

Northvllle and Kalamazos' ~ ‘ta
serve those in the state who need ln-
stituttonal care., .

qulckly as they can after lrealmcnl.

Community-based models, I think,
are In the Interest ‘of the person
needing care and the interest of the
family. The day of big state institu.
tlons is reafly past.

Q. Ralph Sluvcn]m. pm!euur of
law and psychiatry ut Wayne State’
University, catls cammunlty mental
health “a dismal faliure” and says
the fallacy s that there’s "a'‘com-
munlty’ where the patlents could re-
turn™ and (hat “treatment |s unde-
fined.” Comment? - X

A. Lthink Mr. Slovenko Is also one
of the advocates of the current men-
tal health code, which makes invol-
untary commitment of dn Individual
virtually impossiblo. So the -same
persen that is required by law to be
put on.the steeet Is the. person we're
trying 10 provide nctworlu to deal

- u.lul -

Nobody's come forward to advo-
cate a change In the mental health
code tike the. old days where some-
onc could be pieked up and put in an
institution for months and years,

Absent that change, the state s in-
c:pa!ﬂe of holding them. Thls is the
probler that has perplexed law en-
forcement agencies for some time.
What do you do If you flnd someone
on the- street having an eplsode?
Where do you ‘go? The fact Is they
can't be held. They receive overnight
treatment and decide they don't wish

© losiay.

I think  the mental health code
might be' chnngud We might have a
different approach; somo of the ad-
vocates on the lega) side have to be
held accountable in part to address

- the'solutlon. T don't think communlty

or institutional ‘care can make a dif-
ference o the person he's citing be-

-cause neither can help.
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