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Actors, director shine in ‘Sunshine Boys’

Performances of the Birming-

" ham Theatre production of “The
Sunshine.Boys” continue through
March 15, For ticket inforniation
call the boz office at 644-3533, The

Rirmingham Theatre is at 211 5, .

Woodward in  Birmingham.

Vecring away from a fare of light-
welght rejertoire, the Birmingham
Theatre has mounted a funny come-
dy with geouine depth and lender
meanlng.

. Witty lines carry the show. This
production of Neil Simon™s hit “The
‘Sunshine Boys™ has the right combi-
nation of strong acilag, well timed
humor, and non-ogou:uc stage di-
rectlon by George Rondo that lets

- the audlence :-n]ay the play.

THIS 20-YEAR-OLD play, written
long before Simon had capiured any
Tonys or-other awards, Is not about

vaudeville of. show business tn New

York City, although the story fea-
. tures a {ictitious comedy team, Lew-
is and Clark, 2 name we suspect has
been stoten from the explorers.
This Is a kindly look at Amerlcans
“growing older in A socicty that tries
to revere them but the approachlng
scnilily mnkcs bcnlgn thelr useful-

llenrlhrcaklng" No. Allen Swlll is’
funny as Willie Clark, a’cantanker- -

ous old actor who delights In bugglag

people, being dilficult to his own®

demlse. Unhappy, he lives the bro-
ken dreams of his past, unwilling to
give up the decadence Into which
those dreams have faded. On stage

B
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the entlre 2t4 hours, Swift makes us
like hix Clark with all of his disa-
greeableness.

LIKE THE final scenc in chken s

“Great Expectations”, Clark’s ncph-.
ew Ben Sjlverman, Ken Land, trles

. tabreak inte Clark's L2ltering world. N

Every Wednesday he arrives with
a copy of “Variety” and low-sodlum
soups at the dirty one room ‘'suite"

where his uncle has.lived for dec-*

ades. A detalled set deslgo by James
-Morgan captures “the unrepovated
look of New York's old hotels.

This week, Ben has a golden op-
portunlty for his Uncle Willle to ap-
pear on a Flip Wilson TV speclal if
sonly he will agree to do the “Doclor.

will 'see you now".sketch with”his.

. partner of 43 years.

Ken Land's performance never de-
scends (o that of a saccharin push-
over. Land Is a Den wha reallzes his
‘uncle’s condltion and trles- ta help
him. A talent agent himself, he real-
Iy admires his crusty old Uncle Wil-
lie, who made six appearances on
the Ed Sullivan show.

Through Clark’s embitiered opin-'

ton we-gain a.colored. view of a
seemingly uncaring partner Al Lew-
is, Michacl Marcus. As the story un-
{folds, his klmlncss Is'more apparent
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- the golden years. As the final curtain
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than Clark will admit,

With Marcus porirays a sympa-
thetle Lewls, sulfering from a num-
ber of itinesses but readily admisting |
to his loneliness, He Is willing to ac-
cept the CBS offer and a chance to
regain the lost friendship of his part.
ner. Costumer. Patricia  Adshead

and top coat, Clqu In old pajamas.

" ON THE TV set, the pair do part
of the vaudevllle routtne that made
them famous, but Al Lewls squeezes
his "t's", spittlng In Willic's face and
1he old antmositics surface,

Unlike the - way .the “The Gin
Game" deals with old age {fricnd-
ships, this is a more_hopelul look at

comes down, Lewis and Clark are
rcmlnlsclng about the past and thelr
future days at the old actar’s home,
where Jife wont be peaceful with
these two llving there,

Mariy Jane Doerr of Troy is a
Jull-time teacher and freclance

writer who specializes in opera  Michael Marcus (IO") and All
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February is Valentine's Month

From $4900

At the Southtield: Marriott, we're celebrating Valentine™s Day
every weekend during Fel ry. Choose a Delixe, Guest Rpom
for $49.00. a Two For Breaklast package fur $69 00 ar o spe
cial ktust Dinner and Ch package for 589 00
we'll provide everything you nieed for a relaving. romanlic
weekend. So call the Southfield Marrivtt for teservations Let
us show you haw sweet our Valeatine's package can be.
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BY LEE BLESSING
A fascinating portrait of the Detroit Tiger

great and Hall of Famer, Ty Cobb
from the author of A WALK IN THE WOODS,

. Now through March 8
Call 377-3300
for ticket information
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