Judge rules next week in Kevorkian murder exz _’

By Pat Murphy
atolf writer

|1 See related atory, Page 7A

The murder examinatlon of Dr.
Jack Kevorktan ended on a decided-
note In Roch

In closing arguments, both sldes
made impassioned pleas. Assistant
prosecutor La
Shechy to rule Kevorkian murdered
Marjorie Wantz.and Sherry Miller
Oct. 23 In a remote cabin at the Bald
{\(wnw!n Recreation area In Oak-
th

Dy

- District Court, with both sides clalm-

- ing legal prcccdent — and justice —
on thelr slde.

Hut the fatc of lhc so-called “Doc-
tor Death™ will not be known until
later this month when a district
Judge rules that ‘charges agalnst
Kevorkian are dismlssed, or the re-
tired, Royal Oak pathologist must
face trial ln Oakland Circuit Court.

Judge James P, Sheehy Monday
sald he Wil take under advisement

: testimany and arguments heard over

. the three-day examination, He sald

. he will issue a written opinjon about
Feb, 28

Kevorkian ndmlu helping the two

women dic. But the physiclan inststs ~

— and witnesses seemed (o verlly —
he merely put sulclde devices at the
dispesal of Wantz and Miller, and
each knowlngly and willingly took
1he final step to take her own tlie.

KEVORKIAN HAS become an
internaticnatly known™ advocate of
assisted svlclde, something he tnslsts
-is an act of mercy for. those llke
Wantz and Miller who suffered In-
tractable paln.

The Oakland County prosceutor,

however, Insists asslsled sulclde is-

Bunting urged -

murder, and prnhlblml under Michi-
gan law,

Bunting clicd parallels between
the charges agalnst Kevorklan and

the 1920 Michigan Supreme Court |

case he says is the legal precedent
making nulslcd suleide liegol.

In that case, People v. Roberts,,

the state’s highest court upheld the
murder convletion of a man who put
poison within the reach of his aickly
wife who cventually drank 1t and

dly

The defendant put pelson within
reach of the ylctim, sald -Bunting.
“Kevorkian put palson withln reach
of Marjorle Wantz,” he sald, refer-
ring to the fact that she was lmokn:d

up to the physician's ao-cnlled sul--

clde machine. -

In the 1920 case, the vlcum suf-
fered from multlple sclerosis, sald
Buntlng, “'Se did Sherry Mitler”

nunung asked Shcehy ta follaw
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the law, rather lhun giving an activ-
Ist interpretation to existing stat-
utes. Issue an oplnlon that would
“stop Kevorklan from golng around
killing people,” he urged.

After the exam he expressed con-

Aidence. It he {Sheehy) follows th

faw, a.wrliten uplniun favors us,"
Duntlnzsald

KEVORKMNS LAWYER, Geof-
frey N, Fleger, a West Bloomfield
resident with offices in Southfield,
urged Sheehy to disregard the 1920
decision. 1t -was’ “made judges
born around the Civil War™ and not
appropriate in today’s society.

That case does not apply, Ficger
sald. He cited other cases — more
recent, but not decided by the Sus
préme Court — that he. said -are
more appropriate and applicable. *

Fleger, whose {lalr for the dra- -

matic’ was honed ‘when he studied

- theater at the Untversity of Michle

gan, likencd the case agalnst his cli-
ent to ather famous proceedings, in-
cluding _the' 1920s" Scopes Monkey
Trial in. Tennessce. In that.case a
high school teacher was dccused —
and convlicted — of wrongdoing be-
cause he .laught c\lnlu(inn. rather

o
. Fieger won something of a victory
when he successfully argued agalnst

Thursday, Fabeuary 20, 1982 & F

than the Bidllcal account of man's
origin.

“Dom't slip back inte the dark
Fleger urged.

allowing Arthur L. Caplan, an ethles
speclalist from the University of
Minnesota, to testify, .

Caplan, who specializes In issues
perlalning to argan transplants and
the right to dic, was prepared to tes-

tify that Kevorkian's actlons were .

beyond the limits of medically ac.
cepted behavior, said the: prosecy.
tion

But that testimony “has no rele-
vance to this case, ruled the judge.
He (Caplan} Is a philosopher wlth an
opinion, said Sheehy. “If we called 18

different (philosophersy we could get

!H different opintons. ©
*Qur purpasc here s to decide i a
crime

n ihcthy said.

LUUI\TY CO\“IISS{ONEHS

' luhu approve the prosecutors bndg

ety shonld take a look at this,*sald

the judge, Teferring to the expenses

has becn: “committed and .
whether or not “there- fs probablé,
cause to believe -the dnlcndanl did,
"t thatrullng, but declintd to

peala

PR

nenered flyig Caplan into Jtoches
ter 1dis from Minnesota
“Cornmissioners  abviously  give
the pmwcumr more  tnoney: than
glve  other departments.”
chided Bunting.

xm\\c\! a murder cha
Michigan has no law aj
swicide, despile the IJ"lI Sug
Court décision

That ended, prcuulun ay:
Reyorkian stemming from (b
1990, -assisted swicide of Ja

4, of Pordand, Oegpan

was sulfering from” adv,
zheimer's disease .

Dakland County proscvutor Ml
ard “Thompson did nut wat!

- Asked if the proseeut,
missy by She:
Bunting

kian's” case.

-evaluate that if it hippen
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