S'fid firm not charging for defense -

By Pat Murphy
stail writer

So far, the medica) and legal costs
Involved In the asslated sujcide lasue

have been quite reasonable, accord-

ing to-Gealfrey N. Fleger, the law-
yer for the retired Royal Oak pathol-
ogist known as "Doctar Death.”

None of the families lavolved In
the three

. recelved a.physician's billing from
Dr. Jack Kevorkian, Ficger said
Monday at the conclusion of a three-
day hearlng ‘on murder charges
against the physiclan.

“And we (the Southficld firm of
Fieger, Fieger & Schwartz) are tak-
ing the case pre bono,” he sald.

He was referring to the ‘Latin
phrase defined In Black's Law Dle-
tlonary as meaning “for the good,”
meanlng werk or services done with.
oul charge.

Fleger refused to allow Kevarklan
to speak for himself abaut any medl-

assisted  suicldes have *

xins of Portland, Ure., .Marjorle
Wantz of the Benton Harbor itea or
Sherry Milter of Roseville. “I'll an
swer all those questions,” he sald. -

“Nonc of those famllies got a blll
from’ Dr.” KevorKlan," Fleger sald. °
*“Hc has offered his services because
he belleves in the issue of assisted
sulelde.” . .

AS FOR LEGAL EXPENSES ln-
volved in hours of preparation and
courl time on behalf of Kevorkian,
Fleger sald he belleves there s an
Issue pertalning to a public good —
one he strongly supparts,

“So, we're dolng [t pro.bono," .

‘Fleger said.

Asked If that Is simply a lawyer's
way of saying the client will get the
bikl later, Fleger sald, “1 stand by
my slatement . . . we're taking.the
case pro bono.

That's a sharp contrast to what it's
costing taxpayers (o prosecule
Kevorklan, Fieger sald. "I bet It’s

cost more than a milllon dollars to
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prosecute a physiclan performing an
act of merey.”™

While the entire case is unneces-
sary, according to the defense law-
yer, the (inancial waste was particu-
Taclly evident in the expense related
1o an cxpert witness whose testimo-
ny was not allowed.

Arthur L. Caplan, a faculty mem-
ber at the Unlversity of Mlnnesota
who' spectalizes In-medical ethlcs,
was flown inta Rochester Distelct
Court Monday mornisg. .

But Judge James P, Sheehy
refused to allow him to testity. Any-
thing the cthics speclalist sald would
be Irretevant to the case at hand, he
sald, regardless of merit.

“He's a philosopher,” Shechy said.
“If we got 18 diticrent philosophers,
we might get 18 different opinlons.”

Dakland County assistant prosecu-
tor Larry Bunting sald he called Ca-

plan to outllne how Kevorklan's as- .
sistance to Wantz and Miller is be- -

yond acceptable medicat practice.
The prosccution anticipated the

judge might not allow Caplan ta tes-
tify, sald Bunilng. It was a calculat-
cd decislon,

Asked to estimate how snuch mon-
¢y I cost to bring Caplan to Roches-
ter Hills, Bunting said, *About $800.”

While she didn't talk about ex-

penses related to the Kevorklan-

case, one of the many spectators al

the three-day hearing said her time |

was well spent.

“1 deflnltely learned a lot,” sald
Kathteen Joyée.of Redford Town-
ship, who Is a student at_Oakland
Community College. “It was well
worth the time.”

- Joyce said she was not sympathet-
te to Kevorklan's position before the
hearing. “But 1 understand things a
lat more now,” * o

A companion, Chels Mc¢Crary, also ’

from Redford, sald he too benefited
from watching the proccedings. He
previously. supported  Kevorkian,
McCrory said, But after heazing tes-
timony ~ that" conviction Is much
stronger, he said.
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Xnown authority on addlction and
recovery jssues, will appear (n the
February Conference, a lecture/
workshop scries to be held at-7:30
p.m. today and 9 am. to 5 p.m.

Addiction expert at OCC workshop

Patrick T. Carnes,”a mationally *

Carnes wlll conduct a training
workshop entltled “Slleat Shame:
The PPath to Addictive Brhavior.™
Designed for people helping those
who come from sexually addicted
famllles, as well as thase involved

Fri-
day at Oakland C Col-
lege's Royal Oak Campus. . .

PPresented by the 0CC Communl-
ty Awareness Instiute, the event
witl take place In the Lila R. Jones
Johnson Auditorivm, B

The conference begins. at 7:30
p.m. tonight, with Carpes' lecture

Ienges for Hecovering People™.
Among the topics he will cover are
the addictive disorders of alcohol-
[sm, eating and sexual addiction, ns
‘well as co-dependency and adult
children issues, Carnes will share
practical and posliive Informatlon
on renewing retationshlps and our
sexual selves, Adenlssion to the lec-
ture Is $10, at the door.

From 2.am. to § pm. Friday

“Contrary te Love: Sexual Chal.:

In - addi ¥ the
workshop covers a wide range of
topics including origins of addic-
tlon, the cost of addictlon and the
recuvery process. Contiouing Fdu-
catlon Units credits are avallable.

Advanced reglstration admisslon
rates for the Friday workshop at
$35 Jor students, $55 fur the gener-
al public (add $10 aftee Feb. 16, or
at the door}.

‘The Royal Cak Campus is locut-
¢d on the north side of Lincoln Ave:
nue {103z Mile) between Washing-
ton and Maln Streels. Froe parking
is avallable.

For- further inforination” and &
program brochure, contact Mari
lyn Owens, conference coordinator
at 3406772
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