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A listen 1o Kerl Lelgh and the Blue: Devily'
“Blue Devil Blues” reveals a resonant volce
steeped in the blues traditon. Kerl Lelgh ts a
singer, but the 23-year old Austln, Texas, resi-
dent is alse quite the student.

Her quest for blues knowledge remalns insati-
able

* Leigh is an avthor and ls writing two books,
one on late blues guitarist Stevie Ray Vaughan,
The other hook is on Elvis Presicy through the
words of bodyguard Lamar Fike.

Just the mere mention of her wlde range of
influences — Etta James, Bessic Smith, Blg
Matna Thornton and Billle Holiday — produces a
oo of delight from her over the phone. .. *

catalyst, sparking a hue throughout the outlit's
burning up-tem blues debut on Amazing
Records. Lelgh's throaty howls are at the fore-
{ront of an unrelenting R&B guitar attack.

On the opcnlng track, Lelgh covers Willle Dix-
on's “I'm Heady” In raucous fashlon — showcas-
ing onc aspect of ‘her wide vocal range that
draws comparlsons from Janis Joplin to Eita
James.'

Leigh and her musical collaborator (and hus.
band) Mark Lyons also rekindle numbers assocl-
ated with Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters and
Slim Harpo.

“WE ARE sort of revisionists in that sense,”
sald Leigh, whose Blue Devils perform Thursday.

Not only con Keri Leigh sing the blues with the Blue Dovils,
she's nl!o can wrlle nboul them. The Austin, Texas, resl-

Devil of a way to smg the blues

‘Everything you hear. roday Is '
contemporary, which is good
because blues has to change
with the times.

T KeriLeigh

Thls reverence for past masters serves as a.

Feb, 27, at Sully’s. "I think what it’s called is the
new tradition. We're trying to keep thls traditlon
alive because 1 don't think there’s enough folks
out there who are interested In preserving the
traditional ‘{forms of the blues — the Delta,
acoustle Texas blues and the Chicago style.

“Everything you hear today ts contemporary,
which Is good because blues has to change with
the times, Then agaln, it's hard to knuw to where
yau are going unless you'vé been there.’

Leigh has been there, \hough her ynn(h(ul 22
year age belles that..

-Leigh began singing .“ll’lf! pertorming ln nlght ’

£)ubs while still golng to high school. An ardent
archivist of.the blucs, she formed ihe Blues Soci-
ety In Oklahoma. .

Much like the masiers she rcvcrcd though,
Leigh indulged in ancillary aspects of business.
She would belt ont sets and abuse her threat wlth
cigareties and drink. In the process she devel-
oped nodes, which required surgery and.made
her leave the business for four years.

Her biggest hero, Stevle Ray Vaughan, a per-
son whormn Leigh had interviewed several Uimes,
became her mentor. And, later; the guitarist

dunl Is authorlng two boaks, one on the lula Stovie Ray-
Vuughn and the other an Elvie Presley, -

.den made sense 10 me. It was sort of like finding

served as an Insylmtiun to stop hcr na palh of
self-destruction,

“1 WAS sibking fast,” she said. ‘l went lhrough
2-hout with cocaine 1o just about everylhlng:
pills, alcohod and all that stuft. I really had to
calm that down. | was gclr} nrowhere [ast and
killing mysel.

*“When | saw Stevie go clean. . . . it all of sud-
‘the steering wheel of a car.”

- When Leigh and Blue Devils guitarist Mark
L)uns transplanted to Austin, Vaughan helped in
the process. He showed her what places to live,
where to play.

* Austin served as the: perfect springboard lvr
Lelgh and the Blue Devils: The competition s
ficrce as the Texas city is a haven for musical
talent.

. Lelgh and the Blue Devils: alse signed with
Austin-based Amazing Records, promptly releas-
ing “Blue Devl] Blues.” .

There is a'dynamlc on the LD, mainly the re-
sult of Leigh's traditional blues. purism and the
rest of the band's contemporary tnfluences.

“Everybody gets along. There is a little it of
tenstop In that most of player in the band were
ralsed in rock backgrounds and one of them has a
country background. I'm always preaching the
blues.  Blues, blues, blues . . . Sometimes, I'm
sure they'd like to try somnlmng clse.”

Kert Leigh and the Blue Devils will ‘per-
Sorng Thursday, Feb. 27, ot Sully's, 4758
Greenfield, Dearburn. For onformation, call
SA6-2920
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 Sue Summers br‘ih'gs Chaos to the music_ scene

By Larry O'Connor
statf wriler

The tabel operated out of the De-
(roit home of area promoler Sue

Amid the discord and fragmenta-
tion of any local musle scene, one
thing can at least be counted on here
— Chaos.

* Ithas been
becauee of Sue
Summers that
Chaos
Network &
Records has
grown from an
informal start
in 1990 to the
opiconter of

* the music
movement in
Dolrolt.

has turned into
collaboration and has qulckly be-
comu.this community's most viable
and productive source for creative
music. 7

Since its Informal start in 1990,
the Chaos Network & Jtecords has
released iwo stellar compilatlon ef-
forts — - the most recent being: “A
Fist Full of Chaos.” Also, LPs by The
Generals {*You'll Eat What We're
Cookin’*) and by Blue Nimbus'

“Jaed” )hwn been Issued by the lo-
cal fabel

More so, Chuos Network &
Hecurds has become a sterling ex-
ample of what an aggregate effort
by several bands can accomplish.

“She (Summers) has made things
move a lot faster,” said Ken Haas of
Livosta, a_member of the Culture
Bandits. “Instead uf having bands
chising vach uthers’ talls, she's
nulkdusmgulhu B
aus grew as an

cided to take Ihings a step further

“Everyone was keeping
and net helping cach other,”
mers said. *Bands are- all In the
same boat. They should bc helping
cach other out.”

Chaos Network & Records became
an cpicenter of muvement, laking
care of bookings, accountlng, pro-
moting bands and releasing albums.

Chaos Nelwork & Records has
evolved into a snpporl system. MLh
menth, §

Hulunkn unshakable belief In local
music and of Detrolt itself.

A 1984 graduate of Detroit Domine
ican High School, Summers became
cnamored In the hardcore punk
scene of the carly '80s when bands
such as Negative Approach, Reputa-
tivns and Mutants ruled and clubs
such as the Red Carpet and the
Punch and Judy were popular
hiunts

SUMMERS "LATER operated a
clothing and record store, also
numed Chaos, Inside Todd's
‘nightclub Ln Detrolt.

Three years ago, she began book-
ing bands Into the cozy confines of
Finoey's Pub In Detroit, In retros-
pective, her efforis became some-
thing of a catalyst.

As the club’s populnrlly Increased,
50 did the fortunes of the bands who
regularly performed there. Sum-
mers and the handful of groups de-

Grady Hazy or Skinnuﬁc congngmc
at the home of Generals member
Tony Cole to share their insights and
thelr frustrations.

“Up until Sue put this together,"
Cole sald, “everybody was so suspl-
cluus of one another. ‘I'm nat going
1o tell you how to get hooked into

Paychecky because you'l) cut Intu
my plece of the ple’ That's back-
wards thinking,
“(Jastead) it's any buddy owes me
a favor. You've ot a contact and
you lel them i on it Then they say.
"Iley P've got this cool elub in Pitis-
burgh.” Now you're doing twa clubs
[ts straight oyt of kindergarten.
Share your toys.™
Chaos Records & Vn-:warl\ wiil
it a record refease party for
Full of Chaos™ on Sutur.
h. 29, ot St. Andrew's Hall,
a3, Detroit. The show
will feature The Geacerals, Blue
Nimbus, Grady Hazy, Watershed,
Culture Handits and  Skinhorse
along with special guests Flyin®
Saucers and Vavoum. For infor-
niuteon, catl 96 1-MELT.
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