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Slncerlty adds spice to ‘MlSSlSSlppl I\/lasala

“Mississippl Masala" isn't wild,
hip, or outrageous, iis director
docsn't possess an over-abundance of
style. .

Yet there's something Lrrealstable
and slncere about Mira Nair's love
story about the controverslal rela-
tionship between a black man and an
Indlan wotnan in the deep South,

Nair previously directed: the ac-
claimed “Salaam Bombay,” the sto-
ry of a poverty-stricken boy on the
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" tickets please

DENZEL WASRINGTON plays
D jus, an

mean slreets of India.

“Mississippi. Masala", currently at
the Maple Theatre, opens with an In-
dian family fieelng Idl Amin’s gov-
crament in Uganda for London and
finally the Unlted States,

" Years later, the tather (Roshan
Seth) writes counjless letters to the
carrent Ugandan government in the
hopes of reclaiming his property, His -

" wife, and especlally daughter (Sarita®
. Choudhury), have no lnleml lnre-

turning.

nallve who runs hls own carpet-
cleaning business. He flrst dates

Mlna to make dn old girlfriend’
jealous and then flnds himself falling -

InJave wlth her:
The relatlonship doesn't sit well

“with the Indlans, who clalm to pro-

fess a kinship to African Americans
because they're both people of color.
toter-raclal datlng Is anather story.
The black community, meanwhilc,
chastlses Demietrius for sleeping

‘ with what lhey terma wnttc woman..

_sC_RéENf SCENE .~

Monaghan

Where Spiko Lece's “Jungle Fever”
was 2 topical, almost cliched, state-
ment about black-and-white ‘reta-
tlons, the message here Is more
cleverly shaded and sincere,

The understated performance by
Denze) Washington makes you forget
he's a star. He locks appropriately
stralght arrow In his spiffy blue car-

‘pet-cleanlng unlform. He proudly

displays his business motto, “Your

- dirt is our bread and butter,” on hls:
_van and In hly'sales plich.
ROSHAN - SETH, so effective in”

" ly Beautifol I.'mndrnllc. brinp a

wonderiully obsessed quality to the
father who longs-for home. He adds
another touch of professionalism o
what is olten an uneven productlon.

Sarlta Choudhury, likable cnough
as Mina, seems uncomfortable next
to a powerhouse.llke Washington.
You can almost sense him trying to
tone. down hly performance so he
won't overshadow her.

Wrlter Soonl Taraporevala, mean-
while, creates black characters who
remaln Just that — black characters
There is considerably’ more insight
Into the comptexltics of the families
who work and reside in a growing
number of Indian-owned motels

At almost two hours, “Mississippi
Masala™ unfolds so lelsurely that it
almost drags. Director Nalr ks lucky
to have'Ed Lachman behind the
camera, whose obvlous love -of the
wild colors in the Indian clulhlng and
homemade shrines gives “Masala”
its true flavar,

“CAPITOL THEATRE, 121 University,
- Windsor. 'Call 5!9 254 Flul’lur infor-
maation. (#)
. ““Hour of the “oll" (Sweden-— 1968), 9
ptn. Feb. 24-25, Max von Sydow plays a

painter who, along: with ‘wife Liv ., ..

Ullmann, retreais o a desert is)and only
1a be haunted- by appamlon: ln[mar
Borgman directs.

*Twenty-One™ (F!lluln — 1981
25-March I (call for show times}.
first starring role, Patsy Kens(t-plays a
beautiful English’ woman wha. churms
incn in Manhattan, London and Venlce.

“294h Street™ (USA-— 1991), Feb. 27-

. March.1 (eall for show times). Anthony
LaPjagia plays the luckiest man In Man-

. battan, whose good fortune -turns when'
I\h {ather (Danny Alello) gets Involved.

Feb.

DETROIT FILM THUEATRE, Detroit

Institule of Arts; 5200 Woodward Ave., -

-Detroit. Call” !5! 1730 Icr Inlorm:luon

@)

35 Up™ (Britain — l”l). 1 and 9!0
pm. F('b 2829. Tn £963, director Michacl
Apled tuld the story of a group of seven-
year-old schoolchildren. Every seven

", "years sinee he'has caught up with them 10 -

. ‘discover If their dre:mu and ambilious
have been tullilled.

“The Architecture of Doom" (Sweden

— 1991), 4 and 7 pm. March 1. The Nazl

obsesslon with cleanliness is explored Jo

this new documentary from Peter Conen.

HENIY FORD L'B'\'I'B\'l\;ul. LI
LRARY, 1620} Michigan Avenue, Deac-
-born C.Ill 943-3037 lor bn(omnllon

{Free

‘Dubollquc (France "1938), 7 pm.
Feb. 20. Henel-Georges Clouzot directed
1hls blzarte and much-imitated story of
Ihe wife and misiress of a brutal school-
magter | who plot to kill him.

hIAGlc BAG TIEATRE CAVE, 23918
'vodward Avenue, Ferndale. Call 544
3030 for informalion. ($3; 32 students and
scalor cilizens): - -
e Last Wattz" (USA = 1978), 8 p.m.
Feb, 28.25. Martln Scorsese directed this
“farewell Nm‘\‘ﬂ by The Band. Robbie
Hobestson and company are joined by
Db D‘y]an Jonl Mitchel, : Nzll Young,
* Van Morrison, Eric cupmn Emmylou
Harels, Dr.’ John,: Ringo Starr lnd Tton
Wood.

“Lolita” (Aritain'— 1962), 8 pm. Feb.
26 James Mason plays Numbert Hum-
berl, whe obsesses about a precoclous
. and usually snotty tecnager (Sue Lyon).
Peter Sellers and Shelley Winters co-star
in Stanley Kubrick's watered-down but
still fascinating verston of lhe Viadimir
Nabukov nove) .

“We give a hoot,
50 we won't polluto!”
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“The Cure In Orange™ (Dritain ~ 1987),
$ and .11:30 p.m. Feb. 23.29. Musical
group The Cure- ls ‘caplured live in
Onnn, Frnnee in this cancert film.

. MAPLE THEATH& 4125, W, Maplc,

Hloomlield. Cal) 853-9090 for lhnw tlmies.
{36, $2.98 lwlll;hl)

“Naked Lunch” {USA '~ 1”1) Davld

: Cronenberg’s flippod-out treatment of the

" navel by Willam® Burroughs. Peler

. Weller stars as an exierminator whose

addiction to bug powder. sends bim on a

one-way trip to a drug-dnsplred fantasy.

“Mississippl Masata" (USA —'1992).A °

spicy love stary about an African-Ameri-.

; €an man and an Indlan-Ugandan woman.
who find themselves embrolled In‘scan. -
“dal that threatens to unravel the delicate .
+“balance between thelr twa cultures: |

MICIIGAN THEATRE, 603 E. Liber-
. Ann Arbor, Call 868-8397 for {nforma-
non (55; ¥4 students and senior citlzens) -
“Let Him Have 01 (Britald — 1991),
2:50 p.in, Feb. 24-27 and 9:20 pm, Feb,
26, A pair of.lcenagers in post-war Eng-
tand plot 10 rob a warchmue but ¢nd up
¥hat

“Rio Bravo™ (USA = 1950). Feb. 26-.
rch 1 (calt for .show times). :Jehn

" Wayne stara In the overrated but sull en-

teriaining Ifoward Hlawks western about
a sherlff trying to keep.a criminal from
busting out of prison. Dean Martls, Angle
Dicklnson, nlthy NeLwn and Wllltr

and are accused of belng counterpro-

duetive to commerce, the 1987 film "~
“Matewan” should be requlred view- - °
* Ing. This outstanding film gives. a
. vivid pictare -of the conditions that ..
necessitated the clse In trade union.

organizatlon. * .
Set [n 1820, the. mm looks it thi

escalating tenslons’ between coal- .
miners in Matewan, W.Va, and the -

head breakers and.sples sent in by

Kkilling &
-happens to these wonlﬂ be (lnplen lsan
‘cerit, true-tife story whose ramilications’
are stilt being felt in the Britlsh legal 1y:
Lem.

. *National’ Fitm Board of Calud: Anl :
mation Festival,s 7 p.m. Feb, 24 - 27 and

7:30 p.m. Feb. 26, An innovative collec.

tion of short works. Some, like “The Blg
. Snit," -are alrecady well-known..Others, .

" like “Two Sisters” by Carotine Leaf and

Les Drew's "Every Dog's Gulde fo the®

Playground,” are quickly becoming clas-
sles.

'STATE WAYNE TIEATER, 35310
Michlgan Avenue West, Wayne. Call 326«

4608 For show times. ($2; $1 Ch“!lrﬂ! and

senlor cltizens)

the
Its private kingdom. . .
*The' grime-covered rm o[ a

_“yoting coalminer appears out of the
darkness. as the light on his hat Is |
turncd on, He wheezes and coughs as «

he works, The compa ny pay: for coal
by the ton. -

We wau‘h as the workers pass Ihc
bad news that the company has once

for coal.

Transported by cattle car, 2 gwup_
of black workers Is brought to joln
Italian . immigrants in replacing

_striking miners. 1t docsn't take long

for the new workers to realize they

= esnapsmepemsy ey 1
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BY AUGUSY WILSON (7 dlnn-d by Slmon Hc
Fob. 26-29, 1992 — 8 p.m. O Satl. Matlnoo — 2 p.m.
[J AT THE LYDIA MENDELSSOHN THEATRE [
For Ticket Inlormation Betore Feb. 23.662.7282 -~ After Fob. 23, 4I'J 1685

A S

mpany, that ruru'the'aren like

“Brennan lend a hand. -
“Cabaret” (USA — 1972), Beh 26+

March 1 lull for show times). Bob Fosse

directed Lhls stylized musical abaut an

- American singer (l.\n \!lhcllll o Barin

Just before Warld W

&~ John Mmmulmn

Denzel Wash-
ington plays
,Demetrius, on
ambitious Mis-
sisaippi native
who runs _ his
own carpel-
cleaning busi-
ness in PMis-
sissippi Masa-
fa.'

pass the popcorn

) LeAnne Rogers

arent much bcucr than slmca
As a_company man explains, they

witl be pald only in company seript,”,
which will be spent at the company

siore and.to relmburse the company.

«for transportation; tools, lodging apd

}usl abanl anylhmg conul\ able.

AFTER A run- In with the sup-
planted miaers, Few Clothes John-
son, played robustly by Jamties Earl

“Jones, and other black workers real
- uc lhcy are being used as scab work
again reduced lhc price !( wlill pay

Johnson will overlook .a racial
slur, nuung ‘that's the way white
folks are,” hut he is lndlgnant at
being labeled a scab.

Chris Cooper gives a monder!ul
performance as the gentle union or-

ONR State Fairg

g.unmr Wwho tresto unlte the work-
ers against their common opponent,
the miaing company. A former VmbA

Ly and a pacitist, Cooper shyly ad:

mits to “being’ a ‘Hed” when qucs-
tloned abuut his beltels.

-The company enforcers are cretis
fwus thugs who display contempt for
all the” warkers-and displeasure at
ing; stuck in a Southern backwaters .

. ‘lnv.n The film never shows the'own-

rs.af the mining company, although
the siteanon is broader than a labor
dispie. U's the class struggle of

*hardworking people trying to get out
** frdm under people \\hu grow rich oft

their efforts

Lake the tnion organizer, the town
snerstf played by David Straithaimn,
16 avoid violence in the growing

8 Mile & W d * Detroit

rWhy trade unlons’? See ‘Matewan’

Iri a era wher labor nnlnns can be .
taken for granted by thelr members,

confrontatlon. The difference s the
sheriff, a quict war veteran, will
1ake action to protect his townspeo-
ple and to resotve the crisis In an un-
prLdluablc wa)

\HHTF"/I)IRECTQ“ “John
Jes makes il clear where he

© stands as workers rebel agalnst 2

‘company that treats them as highly
expendable parts of -their h)ghly
profitable operation.

!n an ironic turn, Sayles appears

“Malewan™ as a Bible-thumping

prenchnr who rallics against unions
as the devil'incarnate. In a one-com-
pany lown, there is no being neutral
when a labor war begins.

“Matewan” is a rich textured filin

.with .uniformly good performances: *

and wel) drawn characters. The
struggle for decent wages and work-
ing conditlons alfects a wider circle
than the workers. It affects ther
tamilies and often \\idnus and chil-
dren.

-Sayles has made a compelling
hearticlt f1lm about what might. be

“ expected to be a rather pu‘dicublc

story.

MAIL ORDERS ONLY! ORDER NOW!

SELECTED DISCOUNT PEHFOHMANCES SUPPLIES LIMITED
Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18}
Ringside Ends {Rows 1-9)

7:30 PM.
Evaning

. Fnday March 2. 1992
Friday, March 27 1992

Price

T

sgo0
L8418

9:30.A.M.
Morning

Saturday, March 14, 1992
Saturday, March 21, 1992
Saturday. March 2B. 1992

Ringside (Rows. 1-8)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

L7000
3500
sq18

5:30 PM
Evoning

Sunday. March 15 1992
Sunday. March 22. 1992

Ringside Ends

Ringside. (Raws 1-9)
Reserved {Rows 10-18)

5700
£600

{Rows 1-9) 5475

7:30 PM.
Evoning

Wednesday, March 18, 1992
Thursday, March 19, 1992 *
Wednosday. March 25, 1992

B>
B>
B
B

Ringside Ends

Ringside {Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18).

5690
$500

{Rows 1-9) 328

The
l-:xcallbur Restaurant

Celebrates its
14th Anniversary
Lib. fumibo Aaskan King Crabr Legs
Sorgpr

- Safad
Redskin Potatoes

$14.00

NMaondaiy thra Thnrsiday

Cuteriainment & Daneitg
o
Noyveaule'

! mu”m Rd
il & Narthystern L )

358-3355.

Seutliticld. MJ

1:30 PM
Alternoon

Sunday, Ma:ch 15, 1892
Saturday. March 21, 1992
Sunday. March 29 1992

b

Ringside Ends

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)

3700
2 $ge
. 3473

{Rows 1.9)

Make your check -or money order payable to: METROGROUP, INC.
Mait 10" METROGROUP, INC. « PO. Box 3241 '« Farmington Hills, Michigan 48333
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THESE BARGAIN PRICES BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
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‘ Harmony House
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