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Threatened judge ‘grateful’ to B’ham polan

By Pal Murphy
. slalf wiltor

Being. o Judge carries a certaln
amount-of danger, said David F.
Breck, the former Birmingham may-
or who Is now an Oakland Cmmly
Circuit Judge.

But when he learned the danger
came from *Bobby the Greek,” who
police say targeied -hlm wilth a
+$50,000 contract, Breck took netice.

“This man was deflnitcly capable
of dalng 1t,” Breck sald Friday. “3
definilely took the news seriously.”

The judge was refécring to his re-
action to infoemation from pallee
that {laralabos Manetas,
known as “Bobby. the Greek,” tried
to hire a hit man lo scttle an old
score,

Archers vision for Detroit plays well at G

By Pal Muvphy
staft writor

“1f he does run for mayor of De-

troit, Dennis Archer can count on
‘suppert from students at the Orc-

‘hard Ridge Campus.of Oakland.

* Community Callege,

That seems like a logical conclu-
sfon for Archer, who outlined His vi-
sfon 'of metro Detrolt at the Farm..
Ington Hills campus Wednesday.: The
former. Michigan Supreme Court jus-

tlee spoke as part of OCC's Distin-

gulshed Speaker Series.

Nearly 300 studenls crowded into
Smith Theatre ‘for “the §¢-minute
presentation. In addition to the usval

. question-and-answer :peried, .more
" than a dozen studentx lined up to talk
to Archer on a'one-on-one basls, © .

.“This it an’ lmpressive turnout,”
sald Professor Gerald E. Faye, who
teaches economles and political sci-
cence: "Not many :pukm: gtncralc
this kind of reaction.”

. 0CC student, Christa Varga of

. Livonia summarized . reaction ta

. Archer thls way: “ile cerlalnly has a
" .vision of Detralt.”

ANOTHER . 'STUDENT, Gary '

‘he. enjoyed” Atcher's presentatlon,

W uh um: majvr Tesery: atlon, "I didn't

better

From within the walls of Jackson
Prlson where he ls serving a possible
60-ycar sentence for drug dealing,

" Manctas tried to hire an undercover
palice of tice to kN Breek, according
to palt |

e,

Police folled that plot. But not
without first alerting Breck and as-
signing officers to protect him. At
one polat, ot the Insistence of Blr-
mingham police, Breck was moved
from his Birmingham resldence to
an area motel 5o officers could as-
sure his'safety.

“I WAS N onc room,” sald Breck,
oferring to the weekend of Jan, 25,
“and two offlcees with rifles were in
the one ucross the hall on a 24-hour
basis.”
nnck sald he s not at liberty to

see anything about how this (Arch-
er’s vision of D'.‘lmll) would ever
came about.”

Archer had been on the state's.
highest court for almost scven years.

before resigning in late 1390 to join
the Detroit-based law firm of Dic-
kinson, Wright, Moon, VanDusen &
Freeman. ;

When he reslgned, Archer made

) “iwo pulnls that gencrated controver-
Thamson 'of Farmington Hills, said .

sy = he planned to lock into runnlng.
for. mayor of Detroit, and he wanted

" strong ., neighborhoods,
. economy, a good transportatlon sys-

o bl.mk judg« to suecem.l him on the |

discuss that weekend, But he §s cer-
lnlnly hnppy about the protectlon ke
recelved.

"I'm grnlelul to the Job the Bir-
mingham- police did,”” Breck sald,

“And I'm grateful to lhc Sherif!'s de-
partment, State Police and the pro-
secutor's office - especially Charles
Semchena and Larry Bunting (Qak-
land County assistant prosecutors),”

. Breck sald he was Informed of the
threat Jan. 17, whlle he was at his
cotiage in northern Michlgan. From
then on, wiih'the cooperation of vari-
ous police agencics, he was under
{lght security ~ with plain-clothed
officers in his courtroom, olflcers
escortlng him to ‘dinner and un-
marked. cars parked at or near. his
home In Birmingham.

“I didn’t ltll my lnmlly, .sald

. state's h!gbnst court. Both were part
- "of his presentation at OCC.

Archer didn’t announce his candi-

dacy. But his vision of metro Detroit,
- is clearly hased on some changes, In-

cluding one in the mayor's office.
For-one thing, he wants Detroit to

- get good press,

“I can sce a Time magazing ari-

* clé touting Detrolt as the m\m im-

proved clty in the nation,” Archer
said. That article, and others, wonld
cite the city's cultural diversity and
expandcd amenities such as the

trolt “Instlute .of Art, the Detroit-
Symphony and the Mlchigan Opera

Theatre. . .
IN HIS VISION, Archer sald, the

media congratutates . Detralt on its
safe strects, excellent public schools
and- geeat heéalth care delivery sys-

tem. “The city has finally musnlxed )

the dignity of its residents,” he sald,
The Detroit (n Archer’s vision bas
a diverse

tem and a harmontous relatlonshlp
between business, labor and afl lch
els of gavernment.

The Motor City Archer said he en-

visions ls clearly different {from the
Detroit headed by Mayor Celeman

. Young.- It Is no longer the butt of .

jokes, but a thriving metropolis —

o
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" Chartoos & Christensen, P.C. is curremly
iepresenting women In litigation against manufacturers ol

BREAST IMPLANTS

If you believe you have been |njured

by a silicone breast implant, - -
{rupture, auto:immune disease, scleroderma,

inflammadition’ or hardening of the skin,

fatigue syndrome or pain in your joints)

are uniepresented by an attomey
and wouild like an explanation of your legal rights

ask for Bren at (31 3) 963-8080

Charfoos & Chiristensen, P.C.
4000 Penobscot Bullding

" Detroit, Ml 48226

Breck, "I didnt want themn to get up-
sel”

THE JUDGE also decided agalnst
informing his stalf or other Judges

about the threat. Nor were city,
county or other court cffictals
advised. .

“But I took Lhings very seriously,” |

Breck sald. I was constantly fook-
{ng at the cars next to e and cheek-
ing the rear view mirror. I didn't
take any chunces.”

At onc point, he u:s\mrlled -
and alerted nearby police — as a -

white sports car stupped In the street
and the driver ran to the door of
Brech’s home carrying an envelope.

it turned out 10 be a false alarm,
he said, a tenant drupp)ng o!f his
rental p1yrm'nl

with fio Coleman Yo\mg in‘the’ pic-
ture, he sald.

“The pcoph: of Duwll lovc. Mayor
Young,' Archer- siaid after bis
speech. But the city's leaders — its

movers and shakers — sec a rebirth: -

of Detroit under a different mayor,
hesa

In rcsponsu ta questions from stu-
dents and the media, Archer said he
sces signs that Detroit can indecd be
re\llalued into the city ot Mx viston.

Until 1982 when convicted as a re-
peal drug offender, the man aceused
of making the threat was a well-
known drug dealer with a penchant
for cxpensive llving and a potential
for violeace, according to police.
Amung property scized during his
prosccution were a diamond waich,

Ve - including a $60,000 Jag-
r nd gold Jewelry.

The arrest leading to Manetas®
gonviction eceurred In June, 1989, In

. Southticld, ajter he held a woman,

lu: former girl fricnd, overnight at
artient.
ter the wamen testificd agatust
»aid Breck, “she was given a
few identity under the wllncss pro-
ection program.”

Given Manelas’ haceroun\l and
the” serlousness of charges against

\lmllur lunul«anu—s have  o¢- °
curred in, Baltimore, Cleveland. and
other cmv:s. he sald, "But it ook
leadership, cooperation and pmple
with vision. It also took time."

DETROIT'S TUR'\ADOUT will be
more rapld, Archer said, because the

ity will tears feon the cxperiences

of uthers. That lurnabout'Is already
i thi: planning stages, he said,"as
business, industry, Labor and govern-

. ment see the area's problems and
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0 n Thursday, March 26, we will
‘publish & premlere section devoted .. .
to fashion In the'Spring of '92.

This dramatic supplement to

your hometown newspaper will
combine lavish splashs of color
with Interesting information refaced:
to the latest looks for spring.

Measuring. 10%¥x 17." Spring -

‘Fashion will'have the fresh, new

look ' of a large. quality magazine.

. If you ate In a fashlon-related
business, an advertisement in this
supplement is a must!

Your message in Spring. fashion
will reach 94,000 homes in affluent

QOakland County (Blimingham.
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