Honigman only county legislator
against useof force in classrooms

By Tim Richard
staif welter

Teachers whl) have limited author-
ity to use force 1o-malntain class-
room order under a bill on its way ta
Gov. John Engler. *

A gallery packed with members of

* the Michigan Education Association
applauded as the House of Repre..
sentatives Thursday: gave B2-15 ap.
proval to Senate Bill 338,

N “That's what the people want. The
very first goal is a diseipilacd envl-

* ronment-for learning — -86 percent
sald that" sald House Education
Committec chajr Willlam Keith. D-
Garden City, citing a state’ Depart’
ment of Education survey.

The bll), which gencrated more
and more opposition as it wound"
through lcglslative coreldors, .altows '
teachers, ather school personnel and
contractors to use necessary force to
mainlnln nrder in chssmms, buses

. and schoo) funcilons.

THE STICKING point for many
was a sectlon telling -adjudicating
authorities -- such as the achool
board dnd court — to give deference
10 a teacher's word when It conflicts
with a stident’s.

“That bothers me,” said Rep. Lyn
Jondahl, D-Okemos. “Not even -ln
law_enforcement do we do that. We
dun't glve deference In child abuse
cases. We don't glve -deference in
spouse abuse cases.” .

Not so, replied Kelth, clting a° 193(

law telling state courts to defer to:

" Iederal rulings In antl-trust cases.
The original -1988° no-spank law,

which forbade any usc of fgrce at all,
‘came under heavy attack. -

. "This bill was asked for by teach-
.ers! organizations because they
“feared they were losing .control”

: sald va Robert DeMars, D-Lincoln -
“Students would say ynu can’ l_‘

‘Park. *

touch.me, nml i you du my pamnu
wlll sue you.'

*This bitl Is a step In the right di-
recilon,” sald DeMars. It would al
low a teacher to put a hand on the
shoulder of an unruly student lo
make him sil, remove him'to the of{-
ice, break up fights, take away a
weapon and protect property.

KEITI SAID, “Our ‘professionial
stalfs ‘need this clarificatlon to
maintain erder and: control in the

+ “classroom.”” He, sald the bIl clearly.

prohibits use of force as a method of
punishment. -

Keith 2aid the bill asks the. stale
Dcp'lrlm:-nl of Education 1o draw up
a “model list of alternatives™ 10 the
use of force. -

Rep., Willlam " Bryant; R-Grosse
Painte, attacked the blll as *'schizo-
phreni
. “diseipline,”
I:mg asit's

asomhlc and necessary

ou contmues to pile up grants

. Dakland Umvcmn rccehn:d near-
1y '$6.5 million from’ federal, state
.and local agencies and foundatiuny
for' 1991, 2 percent t off.the’ record
- shighset-a year carlier, according to
ireports from the Offiec’o Hesuarcix
andAcademic Developmen!
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1o maintaln order and control. low
13 anyane supposed to know until af-
ter a host of Jawsults?”

Dryant sald the bl))-fails short be-
cause it offers no protectlon to a stu-
dént who helps a teacher maintain
order.

" The sesslon had to be gaveled to
order several tlmes as membery
buzzed over thelr first glimpses of
reapportionment maps.

. HERE 1S HOW ‘hrea representa-
tives voted:

YES - Dcmocrau Justine Barus
‘o Westland, Maxine Berman of
Southficld, Kelth, James Kosteva ‘of

" Canton, Wilfred Webb of Hazel Park;

and Republicans ‘Lyn Bankes of
Livonia, Barbarz:. Dobb .of West

Dloomfield, Gearglaa Goss of North- -

ville, John Jamlan. of Bloomticld
Townshlp, Thomns Middleton. of Or-
tansille and Gordon Sparks of Troy. -

* 'NO -'Johi Bennett, D-Redford.

. NOT YOTING — -Jag’ Dalnn, R-:
‘Farmington Hills, . E

tere is how drea sv‘nnlurs voted a

day car!iv.-r when the Senate adopted ;-

132
YES ntpub!ic.‘ms Michael
Houchurd ‘of Blrmingham, Mat
Duhasklss of Laké Orion, * Robert
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