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Whether we like it or not, our
i suburbs aredirectly dependent
: for their economic health on the
: state of the automobile industry.
:-Whenit’s gomg well, employment
+-is up, people are spending money,
orders are fléwing, executives are
meeting their debt service
payments, fish are jumpin’ and
. the cotton is high. The reverse
happens when the auto industry is
* in trouble.
: Unfortunately for our
- economy, the industry took a
fong strike last fall and is still in
the middle of a drive to compete
. against’ imported cars made
. abroad, where labor is cheaper.
. Even more of concern in the long
: run is what appears to.be a
sustained attack launched against
the auto industry by a diverse
group of people,

Dallas Goss, president of the
Plymouth Education Association
which represents teachers in the
Plymouth School District, has
taken our Editor Fred Delano and
School Supt. James Rossman to
task for reports coming from a
meeting of the school board on a
Saturday morning several weeks
ago.

The points at hand are that
Delano was not notified of the
public meeting and that he was
«able tolearn what transpired in
'an interview with Supt. Rossman.

Goss, in his President’s Letter
publlshed in the PEA publication
Plymouth Educator, writes:

i
i
v
‘
'

“‘THE USK of the careers of
educators as ammunition for-
taking a bead on the school board
< by the local mewspapers is repre-
;hensible. For the sake of the

:teachers involved, would that the

‘sniper had to help conduct the

“end of the school year.

““The press seems to be piqued,
to put it mildly, over the board’s
decision to change the date of its
next meeting. As president of the
Plymouth Education Association,
1 have not missed a school board
meeting as a result of its being
changed to another day. In fact
the vice president of the board
informed me two days before
April 10 that another date was
being considered. ..” .

Then his column continues,
“Another important cqnsidera-
tion was the nearness'of the
deadline for notification for
reemployment to probationary

No

‘classes involved through tothe -

OBSERVATION POINT

Suburbs Depend
. On Auto Industry

Safety experts are pushing
development of various devices
which the auto companies say will
help save lives but will also raise
the price of cars.

Senator Hart is hot to get
better bumpers, and thie Federal

government . has laid ;down /

minimum standards for auto
pollution.

Even recent polls ! have
suggested that the Amencan
male’s affair with his automobile
--a romance that goes back to the
Model T and carries as many
Freudian overtones as any ‘other
romance - is fading.

And, of course, there is always
Ralph Nader.

FOR A LONG time, the} auto
indugtry reacted to these pres-
sures by elephantine methods It
ignored them.

But in recent monlhs, the big
three automakers have started to

react in much more constructive
ways to consumer complaints.
Each has launched programs
designed to speed up handling of
beefs related to safety, pollution,
product quality and service,

Foid has started a “We listen

. better” campaign, and has been

encouraging customers to write to
corporate headquarters with
complaints or suggestions about
their cars. The company has also
established a new customer serv-
Ice division to improve its service
operation.

General Motors has started an
experimental program enabling
consumers in the Chicago area to
call Detroit toll-free to make their

laints direct; the ¢
is relayed to the regional service
office nearest the customer and a
local representative visits the
customer and his dealer to solve
the problem. .

AUTO CRITICS, predictably,
haveiviewed these efforts with
something close to cynicism.
AJ']O sources claim the
reverse! A Chrysler official said of
the crities, ““They should come
here and see what we're doing.”
The public reaction seems, on
the whole, positive. Chrysler’s
‘‘Manin Detroit”’ program has
been receiving about 400 letters
and 100 phone “ealls a day; Ford
has been somewhat more vague,
but notes that it has received

Secrecy About Public Meetings

teachers in compliance with the
Michigan Tenure Act. .
“The information pertinent to

. this situation that appeared on the

front page of the local newspaper
was not released by board
members.

“It is unfortunate that'the
superintendent of schools felt
obliged to unkennel the details of
the board's deliberations. The
board functions under Robert’s
- Rules of Order which dictate that
minutes of any meeting are
submitted for approval and
correction at the next regularly

scheduled meeting which would
have been April 27. :
““The board’s practice ajnd

only requirements have been| to
approve minutes every 30 days at
the first board meeting of r{he
month. The next date for thns to
have been done was May 10 "

GOSS THEN GOES onto
point out that the minutes:of the
meeting were released in; detail
three days after the meetmg
although the board approval
wouldn’t have been until May 10.

Then he continues: !

“‘Unlike another editor in
Plymouth, the Educator does not
consider itself to be the spokes-
man of the Almighty, nof to be
above, the Jaws governing the
conduct of school boards in the
state of Michigan and the rulmgs
of the Supreme Court of tlus state
with respect to those Inws.‘ !

‘“‘Our purpose is to present a:

view of events to the public, as

one possible interpretation and
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not as the ultimate truth of a
particular situation.

“POINT 1 — If the school
board has the moral obligationito
notify the local paper in the event
of a special meeting, then the
obligation to notify all papersiof
distribution in this area follows
directly, and that’s a lot of notify-
ing. Not only this but a special
effort to bring such meetings to
the attention of the general public
is implied. The idea that a school
board is obligated beyond the law,
when carried to its logical conclu-
sion is not only ridiculous but also
expensive. If the defender of the
‘public’s right to know’ wishes'to
keep informed of school board
meetings, let the impetus be hxs,

“Point 2 — Not having one’s
contract renewed is a traumatic
experience at best. For a young
family man, it is a personal disas-
ter. To compound this disaster by
stating erroneously that they had
been fired in large letters across
the front page of the local paper is
inexcusable.

“There is a dividing line
between the public’s right to
public knowledge and the public
servant’s right to privacy in his
professional life. The privacy of
five individuals was invaded in
such a way that chances of
employment and growth in their
profession has seriously been
impaired.”

PERHAPS MR. GOSS feels
that the public, which votes for
millage which pays teachers’

-salaries, shouldn’t be told what is

going on at board meetings. At
least that is what he implies in
writing that such information
shouldn’t be available until the

; minutes are approved perhaps a

month later.
No. 1. Mr. Goss is well

- aquainted with the fact that all

meetings of the school board are

" public and then all matters
. discussed. there at once become, a
public information. That’s why ;

scrutiny. The public should be
made aware of all meetings and
the news media should be notified
in advance. Why should any board
make p special exception and
personally invite the president of
the PEA to its meetings? Follow-
ing thg theory set forth in Mr.

Goss’ editorial, it should also call
every Hoter in the school district

and apprise each of the public
meeting.

-At least, if the board did this,
it would be notifying voters from
the lodal school district. . .Mr.
Goss ig aresident of Ann Arbor
and conldn’t vote for a Plymouth
issue iffhe desired.

FOR AS LONG as we have
covered school boards, the school
superintendent has been the
spokesman for the board. It was
to him e went for information of
the board’s actions, information
needed to make the story
complete. The public is entitled to
know all the details, and that is
our aim.

It is unfortunate that the

Each Law Day, the barristers
puff themselves up and proclaim:
““Ours 1s a government of law, not
of men|”

They're essentially right, but I
‘would amend their cliche to say:
#Ours i a government of law, not
of ethics.”
~ Forjwe are in the season again
when candidates' are announiing

- for board of education posts.

‘There heing no law to prohibit it,
ics being irrelevant, we
at a number of these
és are persons who teach

actions.

No. 2. School boards in all
communities have a tendency:to
call special meetings without
notifying the public — the
thought being that the !ewerin
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elected by the public, then its

} actions should be under public

{ Redfo
“ will be pthers
of

We have always felt that, *
“inasmuch as the scheol board is

the Observer Newspapers haveall -; o

'} meetings covered with a reporter. sch;‘ol m'other " tm. les:
. .to keep the public and the PEA : ¥ mﬂle‘ln“ll] iaie exhamp ui
as well informed of the board :J2mes Melosh, who feaches in the

Clarandeville district, is running
for the Livonia board; Donald M.
‘Hanson, who teaches in Livonia,”
iand Edwin Blasyk, wHo teaches in
:Detroit, are running in the
d Union district. There

.‘ * s
ONE IS saying they're
inept or dishonest. No one is
saying they're violating the law.
But I do suggest their candidacies
demonstrate a certain moral

NO|

‘“‘thousands’’ ofletters; at GM,
the volume has been somewhat
lower than expected, around
100 a day.

Although cynicism may be in
order, given the past hlstury of
the auto companies, at least they
have shown they are w1llmg to
take steps to listen to people. |

Obviously, this is a good start.
If it helps the auto makers
improve their credibility and their
products, it can only help us m the
suburbs.

firing of five teachers réached the
ears of the public, but the fact
remains that the board did take
action not to renew contracts and
did it in a public meeting.

X it wanted to hide behindithe
usual “executive session,” it had
the prerogative. But it diqn’t

DISSENT

View points expressed in DISSENT
do not necessarily reflect. those. of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of all segments of thought on a
public issue is a prerequisite to
understanding and progress.
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I ask myself and the rest of the
public continuously not to be so
lethargic, timid and tongue-tied
about our spending affairs. When
writing does not help, let’s march
to Lansing.

Yourefer to thestate’s wise
men, the true “‘practitioners,”
like the arts and science, of practi-
cal politics show an unrestrained
animalistic ardor in extracting
taxes.

Mlchxgan has the highest home
ownerships in the nation (74%).
To use 50% of actual market
value, this political ratio is falla:
cious, deceptwe and unrealistic.
The home owner pays 30 or 35
years before it belongs to him,
and still increases in taxes every
year. For what?

Glamorous demands for more
public services, more subsidies -
those so called better services are
the same; only more scandals by
people who fill their pockets and
are guilty of these ventriloguial
inconsistency. If it is not unusual
for the tax specialist of a business
firm to use persuasive facts and
figures to show the detrimental
efforts of new taxes.

The fact that business pays
40% of all total taxes in Michigan
and provides jobs for most of the
individual taxpayers is not true.
How much do those people write
off and still pass on to the taxpay-
er again?

This goes for all the utilities,
their increases to the customers.
How imprudent that those
increases have been granted.
They like to scalp the American
working man for those disasters.
Most workers, the auto workers

choose that route. g
board members acted as;they
saw fit, in a public meeting, ¢ dn
was duly reported by the bo d’s
spokesman. . N ‘ |
As to waiting 30 days |for
approval of the minutes before
reporting actions of a meeting. .
.please, Mr. Goss, we can’t
believe anyone could make a
statement like that. Actions of
public meetings become public
property at once.

- That’s why reporters are in
attendance; that’s why the public
attends, that's why Mr. Goss is
present to report back to the
PEA. It may beall right for Mr.
Goss to preside over closed PEA
meetings but school boards aren 't
exactly in the same category. |

!
|

Tim Richard writes

Teachers On School Boards?

obtuseness, a certain insensitivity
to the ethical principle called
“conflict of interest.”
Nearly ail teachers these days
are unionized, mostly under the
Michigan Education Assn., some
under the American Federation
of Teachers. Those unions get
local officials together to plot out
strategy on aregional basis. -
'The school boards (stockhold-
ers) have their get-togethers,too,
and hear talks from prommvnt.
legal eagles on how to deal mth
the teachers unions.
. The conflict is clear: A sdmol
board member who is al§é a
teacher could learn the latest
management stratagems, then
pass them on to his union, -
Before the teacher unionists
burn me in effigy, let me point
out that the conflict of interest
could work the other way: |An
Anti-union teacher could pass on
strategic information to the
school board on which he serves.

HERE'’S A practlcal case

The board and union in school
district “A” agree to set salana

‘i

to the trad with few excep-
tions had increases from 6% to
8%. White collar workers to 10%
10 12%.

Michigan Legislature had the
top list of our nation. Gov. Milli-
ken, himself, had a pay increase
of 13.3% and a generous expense
account. .

What about that ‘‘loophole
amendment”  passed down by
the Legislature, that all govern-
ment retirees employe, federal,
state and city - are exempt from
state income tax?

Itis the ability to pay, not to
starve and deprive us of the
necessities of life. Keep our

_American prestige abroad, when
millions are poverty stricken.
hungry? Let’s substitute nourish-
ments for the poor Americans
right here at home.

based on the average in several
neighboring districts. A teacher in
district *“A” is a school board
member in distriet “B”. He
thereforé has something material
to gain by voting for high salaries
in“B"

Similar conflicts can occur
over settling of grievances.

Teachers like to argue that
they can make great contribu-
lions to the political process. And
they can—on city councils, in the
Legislature, in political parties.
But they shouldn't be on school
boards.

Even their favorite argument-
-that they have some expertise in
school matters--can be turned
against them. If you get a board
that has too much first-hand
knowledge of schools—as we have
af Schoolcraft College-then the
board can begin second-guessing
and interfering with the adminis-
tration.

There’s much to be said for o
board that’s a little on the dumb
and innocent side.



