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Dems’ bi

Parents — not Gov. Engler’s ad-
minlstration should declde
whether the Michigan Educatfon
Trust Is'a good or bad deal for col-
‘lege-bound chlldren, House Demo-
ceats say. .

*“My bill mandates an annual open
enrollment period for MET," sald

0O&E Thursday, Februa

Il seeks

Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton,

spansor of the 1988 program signed

by then-Goy. James Blanchard.
“There are absolutely no sound

27, 1902

rcasons why -the MET board has
falled to open up enrellments,” Kos-

teva added.

His blll also would atlow the MET

board to ralse rates for pre-pald col-
lege tuition contracts to bo set no
higher than the welghted average of

Learning to asser't‘y‘ours‘elf

The Oakland Unlverslly Contlnu-
um Center ls offering assertlveness
tralning. in a flve.seasion
workshop,"Making the Asscrilve
Cholce” on Wednesdays, March 4, 11,
18, 35 and April 1, 7-9:30 p.m. at the
Bloomficld Townshlp Library.  * |

Communicatlons speciallst Shirley
Aune will show how (he cholces and
conflicts of dally life can become
positlve, manageable experiences.
Participants will learn the differenc
s In passive, aggressive and asser-

tive ber;avlors; what the stoppers to
assertlveness are, and how (o keep
cool in high stress situations.

The program includes practice’

scsslons and feedback. The fee s
$119; MasterCard/VISA accepted.
Reglsirations will be taken through
March 2; calt 370-3033, |-

The Continuum Center s part of
the'School of Education and Human

*Services and speciallzes in programs

of personal enrlchment and profes-
slona! development.

Area genealogists meet Tuesday

The Oakland County Genealoglea)
Soclety presents a program entitled
“Ontario  Rescarch” by Willlam *
Andrus Tuesday.

. Andrus Is the soclety's treasurer.

. His research began In a.¥igham,
Ontario cemetery, but has resulted
In this overview of Canadlan records
. avallable for rescarch, gencaloglcal
socletles, and seminars, Step by step,
he will guide ¢s on a path that ean

lead us to the
achleved. .

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. fn
the Rotary Room of the ‘Baldwin
Publle Library In Birmlogham. The
library ls at 300 W. Mertill, which is
two blocks south of Maple (15 Mile
Road).and two blocks eagt of South-
ficld Road. .

‘The public [s invited and there ts
no charge. For more Informatlon,

positlve results he has

. contact Judy Rossman at 357-3193,
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tuition Increases,

DEMOCRATS served notice they
plan to make MET & polilcol lssue
by "announcing Kosteva's bill In
House Speaker Lewis Dodak’s con-
ference room, Joining them was ma-

Drummond Island.
‘There's Uttle hope the Republican-
. led Senate will pass the measure and
" less that Gov. John Engler will sign
it. If MET becomes a political issue,
' Kosteva said, “So be [t
* Under MET contracls, parents,
‘other refatives or employers pre-pay
a youngster's tultion for two or four
years to a Michigan university, The
Treasury Invests the money. At age
18, the child is assured fully paid col-
lege tuition. Some 55,000 contracts
have been sold, and 1,300 youngsters
are actually attendlng college under
MET guarantees. R

Jority Moor leader Pat Gaglinrdf, D- -,

THE TRICK to funding MET was
the spread between (tultlon rate
growth and Interest carnings. .

Under Dlanchard's treasurer, Robd-
ert Bowman, carnlngs were pro-
Jected to Inerease at nearly 8.8 per-

cent @ year compounded while tul.

tions were projecicd to Increasc at
only 7.3 percent, a spread of 1.5 per-
cent, Kosteva sald.

But the MET board says long-term
interest rates are the lowest they've
been In decades while unlversities
are threatening double-diglt tultlon
hikes as state ald wanes,

“LET THE market declde,” re-
plied Koateva, “The demand for
higher educatlon has not diminished,
At least offer resldents the opportu-
nily to invest.”

Gagllardl scoffed at the sugges-
tion Interest carnings were too low.
“The state Treasury's own' people
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* are making double-digit returns {on

pension fund Investments). All the
big houses — show me one that
didn't make 18 percent over the last
few years”

Democtats sald MET Is superior

to Engler's suggestfon of replacing
MET with a savings band program.
“What beneflt s that to con-

. sumers?” Kosteva asked. “MET.Is a

pooled fesource.”

- YMET is tax free,” added Gagliar-
di. "With hls (Engler's) bond Lssue,
you'd pay cach year on your Income
tax."

DODAK'S palitical strategy has
been to use “middle-class families”
at'the top of every news relcase or
announcement, and Tuesday's an-

hours a day.

want to know.

We value our readers and advertisers and
care about what they think. To make it
casier to find out, we've installed a direct
line to receive and record your call 24

Tell us what you like .

Tell us what you don't like. -

Tell us what you like to seo in your
hometown newspaper, :

Your call will be entin;cly confidential,
So tell us'what you think—wve really do

Ghgerver & Eccentric
953-2042

24 HOURS ADAY

annual open enrol Iment for MET

nouncement was no exception,

“MET was designed to help ensure
that middic-ctass familics can afford
higher educatlon for thelr children,”
sald Kosteva's prepared statement,

Dodak also is pushing a proposal
to eap (uition Increases at Michl.
gon's 15 state universitles and 29
community colleges !ll the rate of In.
flation. -

But both Dodak and Kosteva say
capping {ultion would not be a'litmus
test for candldates for unlversity
boards at the Democratlc State Con-

vention. The partles nomlnate two -

candidates each elcctionfor the
boards of the University of Michi-
gan, Michigan State and Wayne
State universities. Rarely are there
any issucs between the pariles.

e
what you think

It's as easy as 953-2042

. Hickey-Freeman, -
for the discriminating executive
who wears success so well,

GRAHAM & GUNN
Somcesel Al
ABIEW i Hleaser Road, Broy
G L6200

*pick upprice/ deivery agdnonalSals ends March 19, 1992, prices than you'd expecl.



