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How do today's architectural st
dents feel about planning and design.
ing the eities and nelghborhoods of
tomorraw?

Three gradu:\llng senors al Law-
rence Technological University In

* South{leld welcome the opportunity
1o complement”and embeltish upon
the- work of their predecessors, At
the same time, these students, and

- uthers ilke them, are responding to a
dearth In construction and indusiry
hlring by specializing in mass trans.

portation or graphlc design while.

adding more business classes to their
curriculum.

-“Let's face I, more people today
are reallzing that architecture is-a
lusiness, and students need to com-
plement their.creatlve talents with
husiness management” principles or
face the conscquences,” sald Altan
Cohen, a Lawrence Tech siudent who
plans to graduate in May.

To that end, the unlversity (s in the
carly stages of linking lis bachelor of
. architecture program, a“five-year
program serving more than 900 siu-

- dents; with its master of business ad-
ministration program, typically a
two-year efforl. The link between
site design and statistics i)l offer

future graduates greater opportvai: ..

© ties to survive

es to thelr studies to help compen-
ate for the problem and offer future
cllents viable alternatives, We want

" to shed the Image 1hat archltecture

Is Just somcone hoverlng over a
drafting tahle.” .

Apart from these trends, today's
graduating seniors hope to offer
more humane strokes to their art,’ln
a scnse viewing themselves not_ as
epic heroes, but.as healers worklng.
10 make communliles more harmo-
nlous and friendly while avoiding
cookic-cutter deslgns and uainsplred
solgtlons,

“In the last’ sevcrnl years, the in-
dustry has really learned to offer
more communlty-minded  desigas,
especlally with ‘the additlon “of I.
696," said Wayne Sicloff, a May
graduate, “The planners were very

. careful about nat creating a barrler.

which would divide entlre communi-
tiesin halr.
“In some s;mls. p:rlu were bullt

.over the {reeway lo encourage

pedestrlan trafflc ‘and ‘shopping. In
the past, [reeways like the Chrysler
and Lodge were bullt with only the *

car in mind, 50 that someone liviog -

on one slde.of the Lodge found a
complete barrter (n place If the gro-.
cery stare was on the other side.”

\

IN TURN, white in the past 40
years, city planners have been suc-
cessful. I scparating factorics from

as the American Instliute of Archi-.
tects reports annual Industey reve- .

nues have declined between 30 and
50 percent since 1986, in'some mar-
-kets, close to 25.percent of archi-
eets are sald to be cut of work.,

“IN \IICIIIGAN the architectural
industry has been snmev\.hnl insulat.

ed from the natlonal slawdown, but.
we -have seen the construction of |
Jlarge commercial’ office "buildings,

fall off considerably,” sald Neville
Clouten, dean of the College of ‘Ar-

. chitecture and Deslgn at Lawrence
Tech.

“Part of the slowdown.fs due to

1hie dl“lcull} of sccuring' financlag,
so we're strongly encouraging our
iludcnh to add more buslness class.

, by zoning industria
plants In one arca and residential
structures In another, the Lawrence
Tech students noted that the prinels

.ples of zonlng are-toe often Incom-

patible with comsnunity.’

For example, withiout the-ald of
* qualjty mass transportation in metro

Detroit, many of -the poor became -
trapped in the clty, surrounded by

Ireeways so that the more aflluent ..

could ride In their-automobiles with-
out secing nnylhing that mlgh\ dis-

 turb them.

. "There 1! a great need for lon!ng.:'

‘If only-10 keep things like ‘smokes-

tacks from nelghborhoods, but since
the Detroit community is so auto-

. focused, as people moved out to the

BASM invites students

Té help expose future
. architects, builders and
developers * to . stale-of-
the-ary deslgn and con.
struction’-concepts, the
Builders Associatlon of
Southeastern  Michigan
(BASM) In Farmington

Duilders.

BASMI Is the reglonnl di-
vision -of the " Nationat
Association of

munity cellcgc — and

“cclebrated office tower in the metro-

nm-sday Fobruory 27, mzou

Architecture students urged to add business classes

* 30

suburbs, they left behind a sensc of
whal community is all about,” said
Betty Lee Seydler-Sweatt, asslstant
dean of the College of Architecture.

"Flty years ago In Detrolt, people
mostly walked to do thelr errands
and were often greeted by nelghbors
or nearby merchants with a hello,
Bui in the suburbs, cverything Is di-
vided by zonlng, and the automobile
has kepi people Insulaled unti) they
artive at thelr destination.”

Older communliles with  solid
downtown dlstricts ‘thal mix store-
fronts with office bulldings: apart-
ments with theatred, have cscaped
the suburban schlsm of zoning to
some degree, Sweaut-Seydler sald.
Examples af such suburban down-
towns, include Birmingham, Farm-
Ington, Plymouth and Rochester:

. Meanwhlle, evaluating the ‘most

politan area.in years, One Detrolt
Center. in downtown Detroit, Dale
Wollckl, who will graduate in May,"
sajd the structure was “leaps and
bounds ahead of anything golng up ln
the suburbs, . .

*1 think architects are comlng to
understand that marketing, plays a
key ‘part in whether ‘an'office bulld-
tng will be successful. With One De-
troit Center, Houston developer Ger- .
ald Hines has paid o -great deal of
attentlon to deslgn and quality, two
features which can “be marketed .

very successf ully to qp&calc cliénts,” "

s ’Part o! lhe (consiruchan mduslry) ‘slowdo wn IS ‘due lo
the dlmculty of seciuring financing, so we're slrongly

' encouraging our studénts.to add more business .

N classes to !helr sludles to help compensate for the -~

: problem and oller future clients viable allernahves.
v We want to shed the :mage that arch:fec!ure isjust -

: -someone hovermg over a draflmg table.”

— Nevilte Clou!on

: L;zwrence Techno/og'cal Unyversity -

Kreis  said ~
Home wure under way with
other area instilutions.

To dale, ‘two student
chapters have been es-
tablished. — Lawrence
Tech and Macomb Com-

Dues for students are
$10 a year, For informa-
tion, call 737-4477.

Hills, has started its own
\luxhnl chapler,

‘e wanled (0. glive
students a chance to
meet thele fuluse - cold
leagues” while at the
same time allow the
scholastic "and  profes.
stonal to ‘open lines of
communication,” said

d constructlon
lending for Comerica ‘in
Aubugn Hills, and direc- -
wr of BASM's student
pm;,mm .
Since its inception last:
September, the BASM
student chapler has en-
rolled - more than 40,
members, most of whom
attend Lawrence Tech-
nojogical University . In
Southfield. Kreis said
ns are to cstadlish
five 10 10 additional
chapters at colleges and
universities  based : in
suutheastern Michigan,
In additien to attend.
seminars sponsored
l.} BASM and its mem-
bers, studenis are ene
couraged 1o compele in
construction  manage-
ment projects at regions

deldn

al and national levels.
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