Area incumbents smile
Legislative redistricting favors status quo

By Wayne Ponl
statt writor -

Townshlp. Dut LaVallce sald It's Just
as likely to remaln without an In-
cumbent,

ing atl area i b de-

Don't expect counly
or Democrats to qn:lrrd over new
1egislative districts.

Despite mlnor changes, new state
llouse dustelcts leave both pariles’
Incumbents well sulied for this
year's campalgns. That's good news
for the status quo — bad news for
pulcnllul challengers.

"Districts were Fevised last week
by -a Michigan Supreme Court-ap-
puinted panel. County party leaders
sald they weee more than happy with
the panel’s work,

“I'm satlsticd that Democrats will -
be fairly represented, ‘and [t 1ooks
liXe a Jarger number of Gakland

. Couaty ‘citizens -will be representcd
by. Democrats,” county .Pemocratic
. party leader Donald Tucker sald,

Republican lcaders are” also
pleased, even thotgh the plan divides
GOP strongholds Troy and Roches-
ter Hills Into two scpnra(c House
districts c.’lch

“WE \\()ULD have tiked to have

* scen both citles stay logether, but

overall we're presty happy,” Oak-

land GOP exeeutive” director Jim
LaVallee said.

Creation of an open House disirict,
Including Rechester, northeast Ro-
chuslcr Hitls and Qakland Townshlp. X
“appears (o glve vs one more sea
-LaValtee said.

An expected challenge by’ minori-
ty representatives could bring addi-
(ional district changes statewlide.
Republicans, howcever, believe {here
will be littte change to’ suburban
Qakland's GOP-dominated distrlcts.

New House districts take effect
far this year's clecilons. - d
' - The hottest area race.could take
place In the open’ district, the new
45th, which also includes Addison,
Orion and Oxford.townshlps.

There is speculation Rep. Thomas
Middteton, R-Brandon. Township,
could move into the district ta avoid
a showdown with fellow GOP incum-

Ix"nl Willis Buflard ‘of Highland

GOP women host
aide to Engler

“The Oakland County. Councif of
Hupuhllcan Women Clubs are hold-
ing a luncheon featuring Colleen
Pero, director of state affairs under
Gov. John Engler, at 12:t5 p.m, Fri-
day at the Northfield Hilten in Troy:

An attorney, Pero oversees many
aspects of the governor’s offlce and
staft activities, travelling with him
and conducling brictings that .are a

. part of the preparations for each

ay. - .

i‘osl is $22, For questions or reser-
vutions, please call publicist Con-
stance Richards, 398-5463, or council
. -president llazel DeEulis, 651-6782.

Sorority alums
meet in B’ham

At 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, members
of the Oakland County alumnae of
Delta Zeta Sorority will hold a gen-
era) business nieellng and present a
slate of ofticers for 1992-'93,

All area alums are invited to at-
tead the luncheon meeting, to take
place at the home of & Birmingham
metnder. Updates will be given on
the group’s natiunal philanthropy of

" aid for the hearing impalred and on
" other un-going projects. .

For. reservations and further in-'
furmidion, call Glenna I‘aukslls at
646-5727. N
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cide 1o seck another term, here's
how they stand as the election sea-
son beglins:

® Maxine Berman, D-Southfleld
— A House member since 1983, Ber-
man will sce her Southficld/Lathrup
Village remain intact under the pan-
¢l's plan. She could be the area In-

* cumbent mest vulnerable to further

revisions if the minority uppc:ll is
accepted.

« Barbara  Dobb, RC«mmnrm
Townshlp

West Bloomficld-bascd districi. The

district gains Keego Harbor and los- .

s Walled Lake and Wixom.
*, ® Jan Dolan, R-Farminglon Hills

—~ Farmington 'and Farmington
. Hills will be the distfict for Dolan, a

second-term incumbent. The district

loses the Soulhficld Township com: :

munlties:” Beverly Hills, . Bingham

. Farms and Fraoklin. .

* o John Jamian,
Township - - Another newcomer,

_Jamian wiil sec his district retain its

Birmingham-Dloomficld basc. - The
district plcks up the three Southficld

_Township communltles formerly
represented by Dolan and loses Au-”

burn Hills,

® Shirley Juhnsom R-Royal Qak
— A House .member since (1981,
Johnson will lose a portion of Royal
Qak, but galas‘ Troy, south of Blg

Beaver, and another portion of Troy .
north of Blg Beayer and west of-

—. A newcomer, Dobb re- |
- 1alns \he balance of her Commerce/

R-Bloomfield

Livernols,
® Gordon Sparlu RTmy - A
state representatlve  since 1983,
Sparks wifl lose Rochester, a porllon
of western Rochester Hills — most
of it west of Livernols and north of
Auburn- — and a portion of Troy,
west of Livernols, south of 1.75. He
plcks up a portlon of castern Troy,
norlhul Big Beaver.
® Wilired Webb, D-Hazel l’ark
who now represents a. portion of
southeastern Troy, wouldn't repre-

sent any Observer-Eccentrle "area .

communltics under the panel-ap-
proved plan. *

URBAN . LEGISLATORS are
threatening to chatlenge the plan un-
der federal votlng rights law be-
cause opponents claim it lacks an
adeguate number of minority-domi-
nated districts.

A Michlgan Supreme Court: hear-

Ing on ‘the.new districts is scheduled .
‘for Wednesday, March 4. Written

comments may be xuhmlncd to the
court hy Mnndny. March 2,
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