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“In Slckness and in
Health"’ azms to be falr

Actress dpprccmlts
‘sensitive script  ©

By ilcun A]an McGaw:
“When I first read this seript,”
' reveals actress Marg Helgenberger,
“jt was just too fuch, 1 had to put it
down.” The script In lon Is “In

ulth the teenage d
when  she first read the scripl
In the drarma, Lesley Ann Warren

and Tom Skerrltt star as Anita and
. Jarrelt Mattison, a couple who have *

forged for thcmselvu and their

" teenage daughter Holly (Robln - = -

Lively) a stmple, qulet Uife in.,
Greenville, Texas, desplte Anlta's
I fve.miltiple selerosis, |

Sickness and in Healih®, premiering

* Sunday, March 8, on CBS. But when
she finally f Inishcd reading the work
by Alan Itines and Joyce Eliason,

- she knew she had 1o 1ake the rote of -
{riend and caregiver to a woman |
sulfering trom multiple sclerosls, a-
neurological discase that causes
difficalty in speech, muscle strength
and coardination. )

Helgenberger, who won an Emmy
for bier work on “China Beach” after
roles in “The ‘Slap' Maxwell Story"
and “Hill Street Blues™, says there -
were several reasons she was drawn
to the project, but her attractlon to
the story was Iargely personal.

. "My rmhcrsullered (rom

adding lbm she had !dcnllﬂcd

[
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and Alysan Hannlgan co-atar.

Dan Aykroyd and Kim Ba slnger aro lovon lrom ditforont worlds
in My Stepmothor is an Alian, alring Saturday on CBS. Jon Lovitx

" Unrerneath a cheerful facade, Anita:

fecls badly for the burdér her
deteriorating condltlon places on

* her family, Hclgcnbcrgcr says the -

character is "longlngfor
companlonship as well as
caretaking.” -

Help arrlves when the Mamsons
hire Mickey (Helgenberger), a single

- mother who's recently inherited a

heme in the nelghborhood and is
struggling to make ends meet.

“Warm, optimistic, Mickey soon

kcs Anlta feel more
e has In a very lung

m1rlels
alive than s)

tme.

Dormant feel!ng: in Jarrellarc
also stirred, and his atiraction to -
Mickey is reciprocated, An affatr
seems inevitable, desplte Jarreil’s

" love'for and devotion to his wife and

Mickey's genuine affection lor her

* . newfound friend,

_ While the characters of Jarrclt
and Mickey might easily emerge as
unsympathetic, I is a strength of -
the seript, Helgenberger says, that
they do nol. Jarrett's frustration is

* understandable, she says, and

-Mickey is slmply trying to assuage -

her own loncliness, .
Too often I casgs like this, the

aclress points out, the feclings of

others are forgotten in caring for

the enc who is slck. "You don't deal

with the other Issues,” Helgenberger

infuses the M household with

- hope, freeing Jarreit’s mind lrom
constant worry. Mickey also
becomes Anita's truest friend, ..
volunteering for the arduous task of -
taking Anita out of her home. A -
hand{ut of visits loncarby flea, -
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adding, “1f these things

: arcn 't discussed, the mulls are
. ushealthy” -

As for playing Mickey, . .
Helgenberger describes ltasa. .., -
"di{ficult role, but rewarding."” The .

- actress acknowledges the moral

ambiguity of Mickey's actlons,
saylng, "That’s life... don'llike

- . stories that tie up ncz\tly with abow ...~
- attheend” - - ’
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