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“Powers That Be’ takes
comedy inside the Beltway

- Jahn I‘orsylhc stars
.. in political sutlre o
Y. By Suzanne Gill.
- Based on the track record ol’ its exe
1 ; ecutive pmduccr. The Poviers That e,
1 debuling Saturday, March 7, an NIC,

six " weeks or become a siaple of

1 other than Norman Lear, 2 70-year-old

“1 gadily whose successes have changed -
lhetouncoflcll:vmon comedy and set’

7 a standard even he may ntt be able to
equal.

1 domestic-siation comedy on its car,
rtnlaclns suburban pickel fences,
mom's pear). choker and dads who
- {knew hest with a loud-mouthed bigat
whose ¢astle was a raw house in
Quccm his throne a threadbace wing
. chzlr six feet from 1he televinon, The
of All in the Family was a
) event anticipared and dissect-
. 1ed by millions. It was anemblem of the
1970s, a decade af conlusing moral
nsucs and sclf-help. And it gave ity
ing 1o the family dinner lable,

. betler place 10 arguc than the streets.’

1 Since Allin the Family, cvcryLmrhn .
“ has broken barriers. Maude was the

F3t series about @ stridenl feminia,
inford.and Son -snd Good Times

&\\

d urban en while

\\cll-cam:d taste of the good lile, Mary
.H.mm.m, Mary Martman wis both
“soap opera and parody. The 1lops, tao,
have been famous for their daring,
AKA. Pablo 1o Sunday

1" Yeu Lear insists he doesn't perceive a
,chunge in 1elevision since he began
“writing for Lhe medium some 30 years
'ago.

ill cither die ignominiausty in fourto -
]comempomry cullure, aifing an the

network for.a decade or more. - The -
prime-time mover in question is none |

‘l’wcmyonc yeats: .||u>. lx.u stood -

ere lh: ﬁm fa-portray blacks in an :

i‘lhe Jeffersons showed blacks gettinga -

&l
Jooeph Gordon- Lovm plcya Plo:co,,

Sonaler Powsrs’ neusolic aan, In
NBC': The Powers Thal Be.

“My grandfather tanglﬂ me life s
about thtowing pebbles in the water.
You don't ever sce the water rise,’but
you have the faith that it does. Aby
physicist will tel! you that it docs. For
all the 1alk about chinging the facc of

- television, it stilt seems 10 mic like
2 throwing a pebble in the waler,, lve

never scen the tide rise at all.”

ferhaps that's what keeps L:ar gomg
atan age when the yauthlul fire 10
chiznge the workl is generally upcczcd
l() have cooted. His latest foray’is an
year satire ghat's intended to
pay’ dividends of renewed. mmcsl in
political leadership,

’ Fansythe as Senator W illiam Powers, a,

five-lerm Eastern Democrat who's
being pressured 1o run for president,
Holland Taylor { Bosom Buddics) plays

the chilling woman behind-the man, a

Lady MacBeth who staps her hapless
maid i fram of a uckled studio
andienee, then drags her offstage for
mote verbal and pl\yucal abuse,

—— — e — — — - — —

Factory.
Tralned
Speclallsls

SENIOR SAVINGS |

Voclorv Service Centor

Metro Paramount TV and Appliance Company
Fast, Same Day Service
SPECIAL FOR THE MONTH

IN-HOME SERVICE

Reyr -t v SPECIAL 31850

244047

Fats Ao ds

yaln coupon

Valerie' “ahal‘l’e) pla)\ their hervous

- daughtee, billed asasccaveringanosex.'

ic, who's married 10 a Wimipy congress.

man (David Pierce). Peter MacNichot .

is Powcrs' barticd, image-conscious
presy - seceetary, and Eve Gurdon

{Coming -of Age) is Pawers’ mistress.

As if this weren'l enough, the ane-hour
pilot introduces Pawers' gate-crashing
illegitimate Jewish davghter [Rahin

Hanlet1} conceived while be served in

the Korean War, - |
There’s hardly anyonc o reot for
here; the ensemble cast is a collection

- " of hollow stercotypes orbiting a gutless -
. central character. Stick:around, begs

Lear,".and ‘waich the well-meaning

sgnator dc\':!op a'spine. But cvalution
+ takestime, and thisseries may not have

until. next month,

‘Rodney Crowell: A Lala Night ln
. Nashvilfe showcasaes tha country
»slngnr Wodnosday on. 'mn.

.The. Powers That Be stars Jahn'-
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