Renewed spirit

Hills couple says old values
will return American pride

By Josnna
“statt wrltor

“Bring Back America. Duy USA."

For Henry Piotlla, the slgn neatly
placed o hls front lawn says It all.”"

“1 teel this s the only way we can

keep the ¢conomy going, I'm hoplng *

to wake the people up,” satd the re-
Ured carpenter and longitme Kirby
Street resldent, “I feel very sorry for
the younger geacration. They think
they'Jl have the same lhlngs thelr
. parents had.”
Times have changed. It wasii't o

long ago the Farmington Hills rest: -
dent could support bis wife, Helen, .

and two sons, on his carpenter’s in-
come, Today, two incomes are fn-
creasingly necessary to pay the bills,
America has changed.

“I think our country is dclJnllcly
gelng downhill, Wiy are there so
many “honicless people? “Why are
there sa many people lined up to ap-
pl lar one job? Sgmething is-wrong

n people can't'gel a_job,” sald
Ilrlcn Pietila, wha used to work as a
beavticlan, .

‘Plettla remembers ﬂm day: fol
lnwlng World War II when d factory
worker could buy a car, a niee house
and ralse’a family .comforinbly. He'
alko remenibers caming $2 an hour
and. having a mnrlzagc payment Dl

- $v anionth,

Jletita’s ‘sign "~ made with lhe

holp of nelghbor Bob Milus — went'
“up at Thanksglying 1991, long before

the recent announcement of General

" Malum layofts nnd plant elnslnp

IT'$"NOT JUST Amcijean cars:

X :I'qula wanls consumers to buy,
. Pietidn will tell you straight. It’s not

. Just 'the, aufo industry that's.in.a
mess, That's ofie of many Jndustries.

And-what the . Amerlcan, consumer |

buys ‘has a Tot to do.with xeldng the
economy pumped up, Pietila sald.

-“1t 1 can't. fInd . things made: In
-America, 1don't buy it,” Pletila sald. -

* . “If yois demand It) you’ll find i1, The

cystomer is ‘the most Important
thing. :If you want it, you can bet-

Fou
Buy Amerlcan Isw't 3 new conccpt
for Pietila. He recalls taking his old-
est son — now an adult — into the
Fedceral's departmens store at 6 Mlle
and . Schoenherr and telllng the
salesperson, “find me an Amerlcan-
raade Jacket and I'11 buy it."

Buying  American lsn't the only
thing thal will pull the economy out
of the slump. “The’ problem, Pietlla
sald, is a bit dnepcr than that, Along
with the lost jobs, America has. Jost’

.nnlr.-n Pietifa “Jook 10. Washington

your battom dollar. they’ll lind itfor -

know your
neighbor

‘I feel this is the only way we can keep’

the my going. I'm hoping to
" -wake the people up.’.
\— Henry Pietila
Farmington Hills
resident

something clse; the values that made
the country an Industrial giant, as
well as a good p!ace to llve and rnlu
afamily; .

““Attitudes need to change,” l!clen
Pletita said. "i"cople JusL dunl mat-
teranymorc

“The.old values,- Ploula ‘said, are:
what America needs, When he went-

* to work; he kngw he had to produce -

to hold onto’ his Job: And hls work

* had to'be good, And he was protid of )

hls work and that he had a job.

* 'And ‘honesty and toyalty? Where, ;¢
has that gone:ln America, ‘Pietlla ..

asked. Love of country ls something -
ols¢ Pigtila says Is missing. And that -

includes ‘voting and getilng Involved

In America and’ making your veice:

. heard, And he wants to know. when

the . politicians are “golng - to” stop .

honest- lo-goodness inlmlon! m prob—
lums -

:BUT TIIERES more. Henry and

D.C. a8 the first source of trouble for
the Amerlcan economy. “It'starts In

Washlngton, I mean with the cup\nln L

of the shop’ — Bush and Congrcss,
Hleary Pietila said.

Helen Pictila believes in’ lrec
trade and cach American’s right to
buy what he or she wanis. “Free
trade is al) right. But 1t a3 to be on
an equal basls with other countries.”
Qur work is guing out of the country.
Companies are moving elscwhere
for cheaper labor, We have to have
our own manufacturing base.” -

Henry Piettla has no hard feelings
against foreign countrles’ prodacts.

But he belleves It's time America’ |
.stops glving away " It's money to

other countrles and starts putting-it,

10 work In America, “Let's pull in
our horns and féed Ameriea,”

. Pietila also remembers the llfe
and death necessity of - bringlng
unlons (nte faclories (¢ protect

“workers and provide thein with o
pleceof tho pie. Despite higher

wages today, Pictlla says he cant
see changlng those wages becnusc
prices rematn too hlgh

' “Can we dfford to buy a home.
car,” on minlmum wages? Waoges

- mean nothing because the costs of

producls are too high,” Pletila’add-

But hellt glndly tell you " whose
wages -are 100 high. The CEO's of

companics — particularly the auto -
. companics. Thoy are-pald too much,
_“They shouldn't’ keep: gel\lng ins .

creases If thelr companles are doing

.badly, They are in ugc‘slockhuldcq', K
slinglng mud and start slln;lng some -+ POC

Piétila also- belleves the gas tax

_'should“be -Increased. Twenty-five : '
“cents wouldn't be bad to mprove the

nation’s roadways. And he Is deadset

agatnst_the” ever-increasing federal.,”
+"deficit. That's got to be reduce .
fore. there's: any. sllvur lln!ng in: -

Auierica’s cloiids,

cration use credit cards as a means

of buying today what théy hope they :
Jcan afford later. It's’got to stop,” '
-“Pletila sald. Pay off the credll cnrds

and cut the Interest.

And finally, Pictila says Ita time
Bush and-Congress stopped putting
money in programs, such as defense,
when it should be used to re-estab-

_lish an'Industrial base and an indus-

‘tria} policy for the natlon. .

~“Jt was the greedy years of the
1980s that did It. There were so
many . company buy-outs and merg-

.ers,”.They (busincss lcnders) ull_

looked ut for themselves.”

- police/fire calls

- Listed bélow-are some 'of the'

Farminglon-area  police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reparted during the past week:

& MAN ARRESTED

A 2fyear-old man faces felony
charges In connection with the rob-
bery and assault of a 28-year-old
Dearborn Heights women near Eight
Mile and Tuck roads.

Brian Spencer of Farmington Hitls
was apprehended in Traverse Cily
Friday night, returned to Farming-
ton Hills Saturday, and charged with
ane count of unarmed robbery and
one count of attempt to commit
crimina) sexual conduct in the sece
dnd degree.

* Spencer stood mute to the charges
at hls acraignment Sunday before
Magistrate Marla Parker of the 47th
Distelet Court, Farmingion, Not

gullty pleas were entered on his be-

hall.” He remains- in the Oakland
County Jail after falling to post a
$50,000 cash bond. A preliminary ex-
amination on the charges Is sched-
uled for March 16,

. The woman told pollce that a man,
reportedly a friend of her boyiriend,
arrived at her house ssking for a
rlde (o his brother's apartment near
Eight Mlle and- Tuck roads. She
drove him there and as she turned
northbound on “Tuck from Elght
Mile, he reached over and put the
car into pirk.

The man reportedly asked for sex,
which she declined. The woman told
pollce he then punched her In the
right side of her face severai times
and pushed her out of the car. As be
drave away. with her car, he drove
dver her leg.

A wilness told pollce he aw the'

woman assaulted and run over. The
witness plcked up the woman and
took her Lo safcty where police were
-called.

The woman was treated at Bots-
ford Genceral Hnaplul Farminglon
Hills.

® ASSAULT CHARGED

A Farmington Hllls man was
charged with three felonies and a
misdemeanor this week after a
March 7 incident at a Farmington
restaurant in which an employee

was threatened witha gun. .
Robert Emerton Briggs, 52, -of

* Farmington Hills was arralgned In

47th Disirict Court on one count of
felonious assauli, iwo counts of car-
rying a conccaled weapon, and a
misdemeanor count of possessing a
firearm while under the influence of
aleohol, according to Det. Daniel
Potter. Bond was set at 10 percent of
$10,000 and.Briggs remains incar.
cerated In the Oakland County Jall.

Maximum Jail penaltics for the
charges - include four years for the
{clonlous assault, five years cach for
concealed weapons charges, and 90
"days for the misdemeanor.

Briggs, who told pollce he was a
former Hills officer, was an avxill-
ary ofticer some years ago but. was
never a sworn offlcer, Potter sald.
He faces a preliminary examination
in 47th District Court on March 18.

AccordIng to police reports, a man
entered ‘the Blg Boy restaurant,
20788 Farmington Road al about
8:30 a.m. Saturday morning and sat
o1 the- counter. When an employee
asked him it he wanted coffec, the
‘man pulled a nickel-plated revolver
and polsited It at-the employee and
2ald “gbod morning.”

He put the gun In the small of his
back, and ‘the employee Informed a
manager who approached the man,
told. him to put hls hands on -the
counter and disarmed him.

Pallce arrived and arrested the
man. Conflscated were an unloaded
Smith & Wesson revolver, two pack-

ages of ammunition, a knlfe and an *

ankle holster for a semi-automatle.

® ASSAULY AND DAMAGE

A pager owned by a 27-ycar-old
Novl man, was damaged after an in-
cident on a Farmington street where
the man was shoved and the pager
fell to the ground,

According lo a Farmington De-
partment of Public Safety report,
the man was walking across Farm-
Ington Road near Oakland Streel on
March 7 when another man ap-
proached him, striking him on the
right shoulder. The victim's pager
fell to the pavement, and the other
man kleked it causing $100 in dam.
age.
Upon confrontation, the subject

“took off runnlng Thc Vftllm was not

injured.

@ THEFTS REPORTED -

Cabinets valued at $600 were re-’
ported stolen from the Freedom

West Apartments'on Frmdom Road,
March 1-2.

A 1992 Dodge valued at $12,000
was reported stolen {rom the St. Vin-
cent-Sarah Fisher Center, 27400 12
Mile, March 5.

A Mercury boat motor valued at
. $4,000 was reported stolen from a
garage on Bunker Hill, March $-6.

Tools valued at $1,500 were so-
‘ported stolen from a house on Ox-
ford, Jan. 15-20.

A splatter pistol, twe camera
lenses, a camera bag and blcycle
valued at $670 were reported stolen
from a storage shed on Adams Court
In the Independence Green Apart-
ment complex at flalsted and Grand
River, Feb, 29-March 6.

A 1987 Bulck valued a1 $9,500 was
reported stolen from the Cordoba
Apartments on 12 Mlle, March 8-7.

Two ampllfiers, sterco, equalizer
and speakers valued at $2,300 were
reported stolen from a 1991 Honda
on Skye Drive, March 7.

Jewelry and two sults valued at
more than $10,000 were reported
stolen from a unit of the Cordoba
“Apartments on 12 Mile, March 7.

A video recorder valued at $250
was reported stolen from the First
United Methodist Church, 33112
Grand Rlver March4-6. .

Wheelcovers valved at $180 were
reported stolen from a 1991 BMW at

. the Metro Musle Cafc, 34505 12 Mile,

March 7.

@ DAMAGE REPORTED

.Damage was estimated at $800
when someone poured black palnt on
the roof, windshleld, hood and drlv-
er's door of a 1986 Ford on Sitken
Glen, March 6-7.

Damage was estimated at $800
when someone slashed the tires of a
1989 Chevrolet parked at the Farm-
Ington Nursing lfome, 30405 Folsom,
March 8. °

A vehlele parked In the parking Jot
of the Farmer Jack atore, 22128
Farmington Road, was keyed March
6, causing some $200 in damage.
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.'Hengy Plnliln of Farniington Hills says he hopes-

values are

‘elee Plotila

the colarful sign on his front lawn will inspire
people 16 do just that — buy Amerlcan. Good,

. Like  her
-..-Pictila wanis to know what's

beticves will agaln awaken the Steaping Giant.

huaband, Helen

happened to Amerlca, with

‘its - homeless and .unem-

ployed. “We can't kecp golng
on this way," she nya
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SHOP TONIGHT unit 9 pm a1 Westborn « Macomb » Lakesido « Livora

Tailored or casual,
the short-sleeved
shawl-collared carcigan
trom Susnn Brestol wall
bdd OPLIONS 1O Yo
spring wardrobe Easy
core. cotton dlend
sweater with gold
button detuhng Red,
kelty greon, vellow.
white and black paced
at 858, Blackwh
and bege/wh. chnck
866. In Trastionnl
Coftactions, ot all
STOMES encept

New Center and
Wildwood

s
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Farmingtan Hifls-

Bummingham « Universal « Tel-lavhve - Wildeaood Plazas Fint« Shop New Center One anbl 6 pm



