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1o buy plumbing, but they also have
) to d

As many as 44 percent of Injurics
suffered by children brought fnto
Chlldren's Hospita) In Detroit occur
in the home,

That, says Child Safety Co. presl-
dent Aaron Ozrovltz, is too many.
His company sells and (nstalls child
salety protection devices.

* “If you go Into any home In the’

state of Michlgan, that home s not

: being bullt for a 8-month old baby,”
he sald. .

Ozrovitz satd he got the ldea for

the chlld safety company aiter some

of his frlends began to have chlldren.

"I'd call them up say, ‘Hey, let’s go

golfing." But they would say ‘I can't,
I have to childproof the home
today.” ™

- That clicked something tn hls
head, Ozrovitzsald, . ° ’

It scemed that a homeowner ought
to be able to hire someone to do that
for him, he thought, but after looklng
around for sevcral months, he dis-
covered that wasn't the case..

“You can go Into a hardware store

who aren't mechanically inclined,”
he sald. “1 figured that you should be.
able to find someonc to put in this
stull.” - .

That, Basically, ‘was the Impetus
for the company he began In August
of last year, .

PATRICIA A. VRANESICH, a
member of the Metropolltan Detrolt
Safe KId Coalltion; registered nurse

and an Instructor at Children's Hos- -

pital in Detrolt, sdld that chlldproof-
Ing a home i3 a good idea, -

Stil, while many of the products
geared to child safety are fine, par-
ents have to be careful not to make
the misiake of letting the products
take the place of parental aware-
ness, she sald.

“I think it would be wrang to be-
lleve these products are 100 percent
effective. Nothing can supplant

- parental supervision,”
There are basically two reasons
“ehlldren get Injured, she satd. One,
people overestimale a chlld's menta)
ability and assume they weuldn't

o the work for those’

Kids’ safety spawns business

purposely put themselves In. jeop-
ardy,

The second reason Is that le
overesiimate a child's physical abill-
tles,

LISA SLAVIK of West Bloomficld
sald while she was pregnant she did
a lot of rescarch on raising children
and keeplng them safe, so she wasn't

surprised at how dangerous o home ,

can be. She sought out Ozroviiz’s ser-
vices.

“1 Just wanted to make sure all the
angles were covered,” she said, *'it's
not that I'm fanatleal .or that my
house is partlcularly dangerous or 1
Intend to leave her alone.”

Slavlk sald she was most Inicrest-
ed in chlldprooflng her davghter
Veronlcas room, but other ‘rooms
alsa got the childproofing treatment,
“I think a child’s room has to be to-
tally child:proofed."

She noted she was surprised at
how many products there are on the
market. “Some of the things, .1
thought, were a liftle far-fetched,”
she said. . -

But there are basles llke electrical
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BILL ORESLI

.1 guess, what 1 was locking for was

.evaluatlon, he galned a lot of knowl-

_comparing child safety products, '

- comes in several different designs —
+ hesaid.." B
# facturers of products. Prior-to start-

" part-owner of Fairlane Drugs chain, -
. which sold some child safety

outlets and potentlal falls, that ev-
eryone should be concerned with, she
sald. . !

“I could have Installed a Jot of It
myself, but ! wanted somconc élse to
took over the house 10 make sure I
dldn’t miss anything,” she said. I
thought he (Ozrovitz) was very
knowledgeable,”

As her child ages, she sald she
may Install more producis. “Mainly,

plece of mind.”

. OZROVITZ AGREED that all the
products in the world won't prevent
harm from coming to a chitd,

“There Is nothing that can make a
home 100 percent chlldproof. All we
can ¢o s do the besd that we can," he
said, -

Orovitz ‘sald that although he
doesn't_have any forma) training in
child safety techniques or product

edge-as he and his, friends. began
looking for ways to protect chlldren
from themsclves and the world
around them. !

“I was surpriscd to see how unsafe
a home really is," he said, He was
also surprised at the range of prod-
ucts on the market.

"There are a Jot of sadlety products -
on the market, but like autos, some
are better than others,” he said.

In anticipation ol startlng “the
company, he began researching how
children are hurt by contactlng hos-
pitals and  doctors -offices' and by

A standard .child. safety . prodict ‘
like a cupboard: lock, for example,

some' that work better than others,
He also began contacting manu-
Ing hls_company, Ozrovliz was a
prod-

ucts. st ‘ :
When he and his father sold the

chaln last year, he began to ook for-
another business to start. After sev-

DDAN DEAN/statt pholographer

Stops on this drawer prevent 13-month-old Veronica Slavik
from opening it and g9 that could prove harm-

eral moenths, he hit upon the Child
Safcty Co.

“1 think that to start a business
like this, number one, you've got to

Ploaso turn to pravious poge  ful o her.

Consultant to share insights
into marketing plans, myths |

DIPAOLO BELIEVES that the most common mar-
keting mistake small business owners make fs the inap-

marketlng,
And by dolng so, the

Mary DiPaolo's mlssion is to take the'mysiery out of

and news-

buslness.

the '90s.

Eccentrie Newspapers.

know can s¢ll."

paper columnist belleves she'll also be dispelling a few
myths about what it takes to operate n succeasful small

“Running a successiul company of any size or type
isn’t about selling what may be easlest or cheapest to
provlde 1o customers,” she sald, nor is It merely a mat-
ter of opening up one of the “hot” new businesses for

903, b

Her seminar, "Making it Blg in'Smait Buslness , .
with Better Marketing,” is belng offered on four con-
secutlve Wednesdays beginning March 18 at School-
craft College, Livonia. It Is co-sponsored by Observer &

In the stand-alone scsslons, she hapes to convince
business owners that small success can be determined. gegs,
by management’s abllity to put Into practice “the mar-
keting concept” as a way of everyday life. .

“The companles that make it biggest in small busl-
ness are the ones that keep making customers needs”
satisiactlon thelr top priority,” she sald. “Instead of
selting what they have arbitrarily chosen lo provide,
better marketing focuses on providing only what they

tree or at low cost.

developed.”

propriate ldentstication of customer markets. .

“When I hear a business owner tell me that ‘every--
one’ is a current or potentlal customer of hls husiness, I
know we've got & problem. .

“If a business {Inds out everything It needs (o about
its most important eustomer markets and what they
want, buy and why (they buy), better marketing no
longer represents such a mysterious or mystical pro-
cess”

But frequently business owners percelve marketing
In terms of belng able to afford a series of TV commer-
cials or newspaper ads, she said. In fact, some of the
best informatlon a business can use can be obtalned

DiPaolo sces one of her biggest challenges as the
resistance among $mall buslness owriers (o pursue hew
ways of doing business and oz willingness to use the
present cconomy as an excuse lor thelr falling busi-

“N business owners' conslstently maintalned the
pulse of their customer markets, they’d stil] be In busi.
ness,” she said. “But they rely on what was comfort-
able. Demands change and new programs bave to be

To reglster, call DiPaclo at 344-0088. Registration
will also be accepted at the door. )

Less income tax withholding
could be blessing in disguise

By Doug Funke
siatf wiltor

Employees who find less federal-

* tncome tax withheld from thelr pay-

* checks per Internal Revenve Service
dircetlve shouldn't necessarily be in
a blg rush lo change back, a finan-
cial planner and Lax expert say,

Especially those workers who use
tax wlithholding as a forced savings
stralegy to harvest big refunds in the
spring.

“If you were dolng the best plan-
nlng you could, you would actually
pay {wlithhold) no more than you owe
In a year," sald James Hopson, dean
of the college of management at
Lawrence Technological Unlversity
In Southfield,

“In essence, what you're- dolng
when you pay more te the govern-
ment is make an Interest-free loan to
the Unlted States”

You, not Uncle Sam, should carn
the interest on your wages, sald Cyn-.
thia Boesler, a financia) planner in
Rochester who also teaches personal
meney management classes, )

“The bottom Jine 19 you wa;
able to control your money,”
sald. .

President George Bush'in his State
of the Unlon address called upon em-
ployers to withhold less tax In an ef-
fort to stimulate the economy.

“TAX RATES haven't gone down,
Just the amount employees have pre- .
pald during the year,” sald Elcy

0 be
she

Maccanl, spokeswoman for the De-
troit IRS office. “Because this Is not
a plece of tax law — it's & procedure
— It docsn't need the permlssion of
Congress,”

The new withholding rates were to
toke cifect thls month, ¢

Federal Incomie tax refunds na-
tionally now average $1,000, Mac-
canl sald. "One way (o get moncy

. Into- the. economy 15 to reduce tax

withheld, Everyone's paycheck will

. be a little blgger,” she said.

‘Indlvidunls who flle at the mar-

ried rate at most will have $345 lesa |

withheld over a’year, singles §172,
Maccanl sald, Taxpayers at the mar-
ricd rate with gross wages of $90,200
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“1 Now you can get the
I latest Open House
listings by phone!
Just call our .

omeLine
953-2020

We have anolher place for you 1o check atter you've choeked
out Reat Esiate section for Open Houses.

Ir's our now HOMELINE service.
Just coll 953-2020 to got up-10-1he minute Open Houso
informalion hsted by cily: on our easy to use voice telephono
directory. Call from any touch tono telephone and add the latest
information to yout list of places o sce—it's os easy as 1-2-3. .

2. To hoor Ustings in
‘Ocktond County PRESS} *
o

Pross tha aumbar fot 1o city ﬁ Chooto your price ronge ond liston 1o
you oto intotested in:

the llings for.the city you'vo chosen,

* To bock up, PRESS 1

« 10 pouta, PRESS 2

* To jJump cheod, PRESS 3

« To exlt of anytime pross »

To heot kstings In
‘Wayne Counly ... PRESS 2
o
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