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Arohltects integrate ‘sense of community’
into apartment Qomplex for retired _olergy

By Doug Funko
Statf writer

Aynrlmcnls for retirees present some archltectural chal-
lenges.

Some owners, reallzlng that prospccllve tenants gencnlly
arc on fixed §ncomes, would rather concentrate on interior
spdace needs and design than exterlor consmu:tlnn mnlc.rlnls
clevatlons and ancillary amenitics,

But that wasn'( the approach taken by Knmp-DlComo Auoclv
ates of Livonia, architect and bullder for a prlt:l retlrement
village under construction in that community.

The profect, a jolnt venture of the Archdlocese nl Dclroll and
the Felician Sisters, is for

“We started at that point - maxlmal lum:uon and minlmal
cost of the building,” snld Dante] G. DiComo, project manager
and architect. “The owners. were potential occupants, 30 lhey 3
had a Jiltle different otlook.

“They flgured we should try lo afford nlce mlnx.!.‘nsﬂin,
.squeaking the most they can oul of square footage h\ll sull have
a quality project. Il grew on us," hesald. -

“It went {rom fust apartments to apartments wllh curpons'
to apartments with detached garngu to npnrﬁmnnu wlth at-
tached garages. " . .

‘ \
“TIE DEVELOPMENT will conalst of flve slnglmmry bulld-
_ings cach contalning four apartments. Each unit of 820 square
feet has a utillty room/storage room off the garage that leads,
10 the kitchen that leads to the living room/dlnlng room  and the
“bedrootn.
Each unit has theee private entrances.
. A scparato community bullding will sit at lhc cmr.mcc point
“ 1o the village. That struciure will have a parlor with a'flre- .-
place, a library area, living room/vislung area ond game room,
The dinlng reom/activily room flows ‘from the. parlor and a
chapel tlows from the targe congregatlng'room..
‘The community building also will house an exerclse room and
whirlpoc!.
“I'd Imulnc most- senlor apartment complucs nnnnnlly‘
wouldn't have a separate communlty buildlng,” DiComo sald.
*This affords more a sense of comimunity. Rather than being In
the same ‘bullding all they ttme,’ they (tenants) can move
around, get ouf and get more Involved in what lhuy re doingl"

A KIM;LE ro:ndw:ny circles'the vlllnge

“The ring road ls a control polnt so they ‘ean see everyone
coming and going,” DiComo safd. “That provides a little more N
security.”

‘The central courlyard will have hedges to define walkways

. and perennials will be planted 10 bloom at different times so
that the resldents will have cofor but not hnve to garden them-
sclves.

“You can access the communlty hlllhﬁng lhrough the court-
yard without ever walking acress-a street,” DiComo sald: The
farthest distance. from an apartment unlt to Um communlty
bullding will be less than 100 yards.

Amenities in the apastments include smoke alarms with
strobe lights and sound, plus lilinds to provide a uniform look
from outside. Tenants will be encouraged to decorate Inside
with drapes.

“"There are vauilted ceilings in
lhe living areas and kitchen.’

"+ — Daniel G. DiComo
project manager and architect

“The entlre place is ddlgncd barrler-froe Lo meet codes for,

wheelchalrs,” DiComo sald, “One unlt is-preplanned for some-
one In a wheelchalr, Normally thosa are the last to get rented.

Those have no cahinets under the kithen or bathroom slnks, the

shawcr stall is a littte larger and doesn't have a lip."

LOTHER UNITS. could be converted .for other whwl:hnlr
tenants with some minor modifications, DiCome sald, “We've
been vcry carcful to make sure cv:rylhlng ls available for ad-
optatlon.” -

The showers in. all bathreoms havc scats, grnb bnrl and hang-

held shower heads. There are no tubs, “We Bave lhcm one blg |

tub in the community room,” DIComo sald.

““There arc vaulted cellings in the llving areas nnd Kltchen.
The, kitchen space Is not apartment-like. 'l'hnrc s more counter
spacc, space fora mlnruwnvc " he added.

Exterlor materlals are brick and vlnyl sldlng Wlndows have

metal exterlors and wooden:Interiors, DiComo safd. Roof-lines”

. and garage peaks provide elevatlon varlances to nvold box or
. instltutlonal appearances, -

“It looks more like a condo unlt,” he sald.

Projected rent Ls $750 monthly and includes'one meul per dny
in the community building, .

Tatal cost to hulld ~ $2.5 milllon. -

A task force Including several priests and prospccﬂvn tenants
et pericdically with Kamp-DiComo to develop the plan. -

“] WANTED something light and airy, something pleasant,”
sald Blshop’ Walter” Schoenherr, chairman of the task force.
“Somethlng home-like, a3 much as possible, nothing that looks
like an lostitution, Oldér peoplc don’t tike Institutlons.

1 like the openness, higher cellings. That's a beaullrul fea-

ture,” Schioenherr added.

Providing an opportunity for Indcpendenl living wllh opuun:
to socidlize was the overrlding objectlve, sald Sisicr Danatha
Suchy(n. who represeated the Fellclan Sisters on the task force,

~ “They would have total privacy {In apartments), but one of

.- the components of the total vitlage Is a community building that

has a nice lounge and chapel,” Suchyta sald.
“Initially, we felt would would glve cages to tenants L6 store
-things {in a central Tocation). We gave that up. We felt we would

places,” she added.

Garages — which might be used for hobhlu - and utllity
rooms with a washer and dryer In cach unll and a kltehen In
every unit foster indepéndence, Suchyta sald.

Kamp-DiComa also has been Involved with Ncwhurgh Vﬂlage
apartments in Livonia, Allen Teresce apartments [n Northvlile,
Civic Center Library and Laurel Manor banquet hall, bath In
Livonla, and Exotic Rubber & Plastics [n Farmington Hills.

provide attached garages, which s rcally unnsunl for most §f

. ing will it at the entrance point to.iho
village and featuren a parlor wilth a flre-
place, library ares, llving room/visiting
arca, game room, dining room/actlyity
room, o chapel, an uxcu:lnu room and
whirlpool.

Tho doevelopment consists of flve sin-
gle-slory buildings each containing four
apartments. Each unlt of 820 square feot
has a utility room/siorage room, garage,
kitchen, living room/dining room and the
bedroom. A separste community bulld-
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A ward winner

Marril Park Townhorrios In Bimﬂnghlm was ono

i

this grojncl, designod by Victor Sarokl and Asso-
ciates Archli and other in surround--

of five dosign award ecently
by the Masonry Instituto of Michlnan, For more on

Ing communitias, please turn to Page 2G.
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Not unly “does
Stonchridge olfer the most

Deautiful, well-built homes on the
strket, we also offes something elwe
of r:q\nl importance - a close-knit
“family community. Stanchridge is in
a class by itsell, Come visit us soon.
But hurry = since the homes ate
selling quickly there! no u.l]lng
when tilne nioy
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