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ALLING ALL high school
artists: The Farmington
Area Arts Commission's
competltion Js- coming
up. In fact, the deadllne for enter-
ing s today, March 29, - - -
" Public and private bigh school
students [n the Farmington area
are Lnvited to submit works of art,
— orfginal in concept and produc.
tlon — for consideration by the
furlst botween 8.7 pam
day, March .25, at East Middle
- Schoo), Middlebelt Road between
10 and 11 Mlle roads. -

A enslonal - work: abould
bé mounted and matted, If appro-
priate. ‘Both two- and three-dl-
menslonal work should ' have 2
completed label ‘altached, on the
back If possible. N .

Entry blanks, available in the
high schools or at the Farmington
Hills Clty Hall, .should be com-
pleted and dropped off at the City
Hall, 11 Mile and Orchard Lake
Road, by teday, March 23, *

Presentation of the awards will
be at the Farmington Community

-Center 3-5 p.m. Sunday, April 28.
| Winners, their. parents, teachers

and princlpals are Invited - to at-
tend. A

The- Arts, Commission will
award $300, $200 and $100 prizes,
as well ay $50 honors awards.
Call 471-2875 'for more Informa-
tlon, .

TRIKE UP the band ..,
the Farmington Comma-
nity Band, thatis.” .~

. The band resent

Its fifth performance of the sea-
son at § pan. Sunday, March 29, In
the . auditorium of. Farmington
Harvison High School on 12 Mlle
Road between Middlebelt - and

dal, trombone; Fern Barber, clar-
inet; Michael Schott, enphonlum;
Dale Bjorklond, bassoon; and
Karen Routsor, flute. "+ .

Sololsts will be featured along
with a_varfety of musical aum-
bers by the full band. Tickets at
43 for adulis, $2 for students, §8
for. family may be éd at
the door. Senlor citizens enter
free. - -
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Cheryl Oliverlo, who lives near Muirwood, showa her oppotition to the ox-
panaion to the shopping center at Thursday night's Forminglon Hills Plan-

ning Commisaion meoting at City Hall.

36 Pages

‘Muirwood zone
change OK’d by
Hills planners

By Joanne Mallszewski
stoff wrlter

" A latger, renovated Muirwood Square with an
anchor store, possibly a ‘supermarket, is closer

" to reality on the bordet of Farmington-Farmlng-

ton Hilks, . -,
In & 6-2 vote Thursday night, the Farmington
Hills Plannlng Ce ded ap-

ISPTLET
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'f teel rexoning ttils srea at -
: Drake and Grand River.is a
.'positive step In the right
. direction. I don't feel It's

-praval of a rezonlng request that would-allow
the center to expand on vacant land west of the
center that Is currently zoned multiple family.

The Farmington Hills City Counci! will con-
slder the recommendation fn April. :

Desplie pleas from downtown Farmington of- .

ficials,  planning commissioners expressed the
need to malntaln’ the center’s economle life at
Grand Rlver and Drake roads with an expan-
sion, This 18 the third tlme planning commission-

wood Square from Beztak Building Co.
“Presently, the Mulrwood center Is not able lo
sustaln itself," safd commissioner Jack Rajko-
vich, I fecl rezoning thls area at Drake and
Grand Rlver [s a posltlve step In the right diree-
tion. 1 don't feel it's Injurlous to the city .of

* Farmington.”

OFFICIALS WITH Bextak Bullding Co., which -
owns the center, say the expansion is nccessary
to keep Mulrwood Square financlally afleat, In
1991, the center, lost $227,000, said Harold Sto-
binsky, Beztak vice president of commerclal
real estate. .

But Beatak ‘sfficlals stlll maintaln that thelr
request 1s based on land use. “Our basls for this
request 1s Jand use and not an oconomlc one,”
sald archltect Leonard Slegal, who d

: injurious to the city of : .
urfous to 11 ¢ITy. .
o YL ' Ziack Rajkovich

: - ity commissioner

Some. planning commlssioners expressed the
deslre to offer some type of competlilon for the

. Kroger grocery chain, which remains domlnant

In the Farmington area despite closings of a

- Farmington store at Halsted and a Farmlogion
+ ers have considered a rezonlng requeat for Mulr- -

Hills store at 13 Mile and Orchard Lake Road in

Clate 1990, .

“Farmington fllls, 1 think, does need some
competition for Kroger's..I don't think competi-
tlon Is a bad thing even for downtown Farming.
ton,” said Pau) Bllzman, commission chairman.
*3 think an Improved shopping center would be a
benetit to the entlre area.”

Not everyone agreed, huwcvcr."l‘w‘; planning

- commissioners, Brenda Kondt and newcomer

Glen Flelschhacker, opposed the rezonlng, as did
two homcowners who live off Drake Road, not
far trom Muirwood Square.

I am concerned about economic times. I'm
concerned with how many (commerclal} places
are empty,” Kandt sald, adding that she's also
concerned about increased trafilc In the area.

the Beztak Co. "We're not asking for a ballout.”
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Schools to

By Cosoy Hans
stalf wrlter

Parents and - students In the Farmington
Publlc Schools will have more educational
cholees beglnning this fall.

The schoo) board last week adopted a policy
that will leave in place current cholce pro-
grams at the elementary level, and open cn-

Orchard Lake roads, - - voliment at all other schools — at all levels —
Featured perforroers will in- d ch
| clude X Hall, ot Lo ba;:“:::pacc avallable ea "gr,cnm;

that studied the issuc for the past three months
was not reached wlthout debate.

director, of bullding and student services. “It's
not an casy task. There're a lot of strong feel-
Ings on this [ssue.” .

Cowan co-chalred a communlty study com-
mlitee on the cholce Issue over the past several

grams. “It ‘does not end tonight,” he sald,
“What 1 hope to bring Is other legltimate

chofce options. But it can't be done t_uvemlyn."

In that vein, the district plans.t form a sec-
to study the future of other

months with Wooddale E! Y

Davld Cofiln, Farmington High princlpal Jim
Myers and East Middle School princlpal Bl
Martin. A humber of parents from each level,
tcachers, business people and other school ad-
minlstraiors also participated.

. SUPERINTENDENT MICHAEL Flanagan
called Tuesday's report and board action the

an

cholee p and schools within the dls-
trict, which educators betleve will be parent-
driven In terms of what Is offered. That com-
mlttee will be headed by Judith White, nsslat-
ant superintendent for curriculum and staff
devetopment, Flanagan sald.

Letters will be sent to all parents this week,
detalling :vhich schools are expected to have

offer more educational choices

riew pollcy, Cowan said. Parents and students
must apply.to the district by
wlsh to transfer this fall.

Cowan sald between (wo and six buildings
per grade level are expected to be on the Ilst,
which was not flnalized as of Friday.

SOME OF the highlights of the plan include:

® Transportation will be provided to al
middle school and high school students, regard-
less of whether they transfer, and to elementa-
ry students attending their home school.

April 10 if they

“This Is truly a hot issue,” said Don Cowan,

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalf wilter

For more call s
$014 or 488-3413;; E '

PEAKING OF music and
w:ch High, mu;:hhu-l

.ot tha ‘school’s symphony

baod and  orchestra will

bo washing ‘cars in .the school
parking lot 8 2. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day, April 4, to ralse money for &
festival performance and clinle in:
Toronto, Tho students will seck
pledges:of ‘& penny: & .car. A
apokesman sald - thoy " hope -to
serub and shine more_ than, 1,600
cars, . .

B /B EMORY  LANE -
: From_the. March'27,
*1952 Farmington En-’
o Aboit 85 candidates fuirned
out- for the. first practice of the

‘The construction of wetlands on Peltz-MDOT is
belng deslgned so park visitors can sce and expe-
rience the wildllfe and vegetation that i expected
to be drawn to the area.

“It's designed to provide habltat opportunities
far specles not now [nhabiting the site and to ex-
pand habitat opportunities for specles now found
on (he site,” said Todd Holloway of Pleasant
Ridge, an environmental planner who Is deslgning
wetlands on the city-owned land. R

“Jf Jt's planncd right and bullt right, It'a going
to work,” Holloway said., .

After a bumpy road of controversy, the Farm-
ington Hllts €1ty Council recently agreed to allow
0 maxlmum two actes of wetlands Lo be replaced
from 12 Mile Rond, where-the second, one-mile

first phase In the district’s study of choice pro-

stretch of boulevard Is belng constructed, to the
weatern central portlon of the MDOT property,
south of 1-696 and west of Farmington Road.

* Holloway's design has received an approving
nod from the PeltsMDOT ad hoe commlttee,
which has studled the wetlands replacement. But
the plan has yet to receive approval from the
state Department of Natural Resovrces, which
sued a permit atready for veplacement based on
an origlnal plan that ealled for replacing approxi-
mately seven acres of wetlands,

HOLLOWAY PLANS to get the plan to the
DNR by the Mrst of April; with a hope that a
revised permit will be issued by May 15. Con-
structlon bids bave.already been ‘taken for the
one-mile, stretch of the 12 Mile boulevard, be-.
(ween Halsted' and Haggerty. If all* goes. as
planncd, the wettands may be lifted off the boule-

in the fall, and the

open

Healthy habitat is wetl

ands goal

vard area and placed In Peltz-MDOT oear the end

of May, sald David Call, Farmlngton Hills assist-

ant clty manager.

‘the new wetlands will Include an actual wet-
land prairie with flooded recds, - grasses. and
aquatic plants. The wetlands also will Include a
kidney-shaped area of open water about & feet
decep, Holloway said.

Ttems that wlll be
lands to entice wildllfe include dead trees placed
vertically to provide roosting opportunities. Dead
trees also wiil be placed horizontally to provide
pereh habitats-and food sources, Brush piles and
stumps also will be Included for more perching
and roosiing. . . :

.“Ax these, decay, they will provide sources of

beetles and other bugs for food sources,” Hollo-”]
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‘Major crime up in Farm'ington-,
but safety chief sees positives

Around Farmington . . 7A

Classlfieds. . . Secs.B-D
. Index. . . . .. .68
Auto . . . . Sec.D
Real ostate . - .Sec.B,C

Employment . ‘Sec.
Crassword. .

Obituarios . - -
Pofica, fire calls .
Sports. . . .

Travel . . . .
CLASSIFIEDS . .591-0900
CIRCULATION .591-0500

: NEWS LINE . . ,477-5450

SPORTS LINE .:.853-2139

“Most of the major crimes in Farmington ln 1891°'=
365 In all — were larcenles, a category which includes *
things llke purse snatchings, shoplifting and thefts from

homes, garages and cars. The biggest increases included x
’ . _ Ploasotum to Page 7

Farmington High School baseball
feam, coach Blllml‘f,m g‘f;l.‘m
Falcons were gelting ready for a: : L . S
gome season * the. home . But that dendtes the second lowest figure In 10 years . Your Observer
L,’.Tmf st for A;:’-l‘ih 13“ gainst .- LIEx-Hills public sataty showing (hat “things have really changed" in the west.'- - Carrier will - bo
Clareaceviller: © © . : director dies, 3A ern suburbs, sald Public Safety Director Laukoff, - slopping by this weck to
 Approximately’ $1,400" hiad. Similar numbers showing decreases In 1990 and in- - :gu:cmgfg:“w':nﬂﬂxgg
been collected I the anausl Red . By Cassy Hans . mbhel:‘r’uge‘rw r;lruud by_ne!g?bvr;ng F‘"T“”" g bo suro (o gat your roceipt.
Cress blood drive in the Farming- sloff writor kS e 1991 {‘ more (ha ferm,” Laubot sald; -Ji's"worth a $2.00- discoust
{on ares, ‘nccording-to Charles A N g g = EX Lo it m‘m' tha norm, i .on the next classitied
Stuart, chalrman,: A" Red Cross’ ¢ Major crime’ Increased more than 11 percent-in though it's ow average. “advertisomant you placa In
F. in 1991 a d de-.

bake sale was planned for Zehn-
deg’s market in the former post’
offlca bullding.”, ..~ *

your homotown nowspaper.

3 i unp:
crease of 22 percent In crima the previous year, .
A total of 453 scxual assaults, robberies, arsons, ag-
gravated assaults, burglaries, larcenles and auto thefts
were logged In 1991 In the city of Farmington. )

Frank Lauhotf
public eatety director
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